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Preface. 


—~—— 


TaIs present Edition is indeed a new book with an 
old Title, representing something like sixteen years’ 
devoted labour. About that time the author under 
a remarkable experience of the Spirit was led into 
the study of this much neglected portion of the Word. 
Finding therein such a mine of spiritual wealth, he 
began to make it known to others by means of Bible 
Readings, which, in their turn, led on to the Press. 

With grateful heart he again sends it forth to do the 
Will of the Great Head of the Church, praying that the 
Reader may become partaker with him of the BLESsED- 
NESS promised by the Lord at the beginning and close 
of this Prophecy. 
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THE MIRACLE OF WORDS. 


Propuecy fulfilled is the greatest of all miracles. For 
who but God can declare the end from the beginning ? 
There are Miracles in Words which are no less wonder- 
ful than those in Deeds. What miraculous words have 
been uttered and fulfilled to the letter concerning the 
Jews, the Arabs, the Canaanites, the Egyptians, the 
Babylonians, the Grecians, and the Romans! He 
who can look these facts fairly in the face, and still 
doubt the divinity of the book which foretold them, 
proves himself to be, what that same book rightly 
names him—a fool. 

It has been said, that the book is like its author, and 
it certainly is so in this case. For as Jesus stands alone 
among men, so is the Bible unique among books—it 
has no equal. And there is no clearer evidence of its 
divinity, than in the utterance of its great and wonderful 
words, which are now the solid facts of history. Take 
Israel as a sample. Go back to the great prophetic 


words which were uttered concerning him while he 
13 
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was yet young. Read his history through, and look 
upon him to-day, scattered in every land, yet a separate 
and peculiar people, a by-word and a hissing among all 
nations. Whenever a son of Israel stands before you, 
consider him well, and say if he be not an Ocular Demon- 
stration of the veracity of the Scriptures. But all the 
words concerning him are not yet fulfilled ; therefore, 
though scattered among all, he mingles with none. 
What more evidence can be desired than this Ocular 
Demonstration always and everywhere present and 
sum-totalled in that one word—Israel! The Lord 
having scattered his rebellious children among all the 
civilised nations of the world, they have thus become 
His Witnesses unto the ends of the earth. How match- 
less the wisdom that could bring so great a good out of 
the evil which caused their banishment! Thus have 
they become a monument of mercy and judgment, which 
all may touch, erected high in every land, and standing 
alone, that all may see and know and consider. 

The prophecies concerning six thousand years have 
all but been fulfilled. There remains but little more 
than those pertaining to the seventh thousand, or 
millennium. Thus about six-sevenths of the Old 
Testament, and six-sevenths of the New, have already 
been fulfilled, leaving but one-seventh of the Bible yet 
to be accomplished. How soon these remaining pro- 
phecies may become facts of history no one can exactly 
say. That it cannot be long is evident. The Scriptures 
plainly indicate that fallen man is to be put on a Seven- 
fold Trial. From Adam to the Great White Throne, 


Signs of the Times. 15 


the human race passes through seven epochs, even a 
Week of Dispensations! The age in which we live is 
the sixth, and is well-nigh three centuries longer than 
the age in which the long-suffering of God waited in the 
days of Noah. But though the present has been ex- 
tended so much beyond the limit of the five preceding 
ages, it is not because the Lord is slack concerning His 
promise, but is long-suffering, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 
But the Day of Grace and Truth is fast hastening to 
its close. We have come to the end of the week, even 
to the Saturday night, and the glorious day of rest and 
blessing is about to burst upon us! Who but the 
thoughtless can doubt that the coming of the Lord 
draws near ? Surely the signs of the end are not far to 
seek—what with a sceptical rationalism on the right, 
and a superstitious ritualism on the left, and the truth 
as it is in Jesus crucified between! Of all the signs of 
the end, these three hold the first place and are in 
themselves an awful repetition of the end of that age 
which crucified the Lord of Glory between two thieves. 
As one day corresponds to another, even so, age corre- 
sponds to age. Hence as it was in the days of Noah, 
so it will be in the days of the Son of Man. And as 
it was in the days of the first Advent, so will it be in 
the days of the second. There was then, as now, three 
pronounced types of mankind : the ritualistic Pharisees 
who justified themselves by their many observances ; 
the penitent Sinners whom God justified by a saving 
faith ; and the rationalistic Sadducees who doubted 
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everything and everybody but themselves. And is not 
Christendom at this hour divided into these three 
distinct schools—the formalist, the rationalist, and the 
Christ-like Christian? In religion the Pharisee and 
Sadducee were opposites. In the one, we see the per- 
verted heart leading men to trust in empty formalities, 
In the other, the darkened mind leading men to reject 
the Light of the world. The religion of the Christ-like 
Christian being the outflow of a new heart and an 
enlightened mind, we see to be the work of God’s Spirit. 
The first was a religion of Rite, and so is formal; the 
second, a religion of Reason, and so is sensual; the 
third, a religion of Regeneration, and so is spiritual. The 
Regenerate seek God ; the Ritualist, the things of God ; 
the Rationalist, to be without God. 


THE CROWNING EVENT OF THE AGE. 


Tar Crowning Event of the present dispensation is 
at hand. The Great Crisis of nineteen centuries is 
looming near. The Coming of the Lord draws nigh. 
Its glorious shadow is already upon us. The words 
of prophecy and the facts of history, the two hands 
of Heaven’s Timepiece, have met—met at midnight. 
The hour is now about to strike—the awful, glorious 
Advent Hour. 

Consider that remarkable miniature of the history 
of the Church—the parable of the Virgins. There, we 
behold Ten Virgins going forth to meet the Bride- 
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groom—the picture of the early Church in all her 
pristine hope and strong devotion. The Bridegroom 
tarried, and they all began to slumber, and then slept 
—the picture of the Church from Constantine until 
the nineteenth century. Then comes the midnight 
cry, Behold, the Bridegroom cometh! Go ye forth 
to meet Him! They wake and trim their lamps— 
the picture of the awakened present-century Church, 
now glowing with holy ardour, burning and shining 
in many lands. How this ery has been intensified, 
and what trimming of lamps has followed, let the 
last half-century tell. The voice and pen of thousands 
have been day and night engaged to swell the note 
of Joy and Warning. In every land where Christ 
is known and loved, Conventions and Conferences 
are being held, and these prolong, and louder sound, 
the midnight cry, Behold, the Bridegroom comes! 
The literature, too, now printed, published, read upon 
this glorious theme, is rising like the flowing tide. 
The coming of the Lord in power and glory is but one 
of the many truths in Christendom that once were 
quick with life and force, but now are cold and dead. 
But that there must be a revival of this subject is evident 
from the language of the rationalistic scoffer of the last 
days: “Where is the promise of His Coming?” If 
this theme were to continue the dead letter it has been 
in the pulpit and press of the last days, how could it 
be found in his mouth as the beginning and end all 
of his speech ? Thanks be unto God! there is already 
a great revival of the midnight cry. But it is destined to 
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grow in volume and strength until it becomes the 
war-cry of the whole host, the battering-ram that is to 
cause the great walls of infidelity and ungodliness to 
tremble and fall. The revival therefore of this subject 
from the dead letter in which it has been so long en- 
tombed, is another of the many signs of the last days. 

But there is yet another side—dark, foreboding, and 
in itself an infallible sign of the times. 


THE REIGN OF DARKNESS. 


AccorDING to the Scripture, Now is the night of this 
age. The Prince of Darkness still continues to sway 
his leaden sceptre over the whole earth. But, thanks 
be unto God! the night is far spent and the day is 
at hand. The present condition of Christendom and 
the world—a condition without precedent— indicates the 
felt darkness that ever heralds the approaching dawn. 

For what is the Christendom of to-day, with its 
endless sects and parties, but a noble ruin? The 
glorious city has become a heap. It is Babel once 
again, confusion reigns supreme. Even here, sin reigns 
while righteousness suffers. The spiritual worship of 
the true God has been largely set aside for the old-time 
worship of the golden calf. The reins of government 
are now no longer in good and faithful hands; the 
Church, alas! is by the world ruled. Of course, this 
does not apply to the many individual churches scattered 
throughout Christendom, which form such a bright 


The Morning Star. 19 


offset. to the condition of the whole. Never indeed 
since the apostolic age has there been such an exhibition 
of zeal and sacrifice in the cause of Christ as that dis- 
played by these. Knit together by divine love into one 
brotherhood, and energised by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, they are carrying forward the great mission of 
their Lord and Saviour. These are the Overcomers of 
the Laodicean age to whom the Lord promised a share 
of His Throne. These, and their works, stand out 
from the mass of Christendom very much as Noah and 
his ark stood out from among the scoffers of his day. 
The wide difference between this class in Christendom, 
and the mass of it, constitutes one of the most visible 
signs of the times: the one being the emblem of dark- 
ness; the other, the Morning Star which shines out in 
the midst of the gloom. 

And what is the condition of the world? In God’s 
sight, a deep and settled darkness, from the entrance 
of sin till now, has sat upon it. The light that is in 
the world is darkness, and if the light that is in it be 
darkness, how great is that darkness! And does not 
the light of this nineteenth century but deepen the 
darkness? Jor what is our modern progress, but 
progress away from God? And what is our boasted 
knowledge, but a knowledge that knows not God ? 
And what is owr wisdom, but consummate folly, since 
the fool hath said in his heart, “There is no God” ? 
The world by its wisdom has become agnostic—ignorant 
of God. It has banished Him from His works, and 
now is endeavouring to banish Him from His worps. 
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Can it’ be doubted that the present-day enlightenment 
of the world is due to the Bible? Is it not the ladder 
by which she has ascended the hill of her glory on 
which she now sits? And now, forsooth, that she is 
exalted, she contemns the very means by which she 
ascended! Yes, the night is dark; but, praise the 
Lord! the darkest hour precedes the dawn. And in 
the midst of this darkness God has given His people 
a Glorious Light, as it is written: “We have also a 
more Sure Word of Prophecy, whereunto ye do well 
that ye take heed in your hearts, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place, wnlal the day dawn and the 
day-star arise.” What a beautiful description of the 
prophetic word,—a Light that shineth in a dark place ! 
And how manifest our duty with regard to it—where- 
unto we do well to Take Heed in our hearts, wntil the 
day dawn and the day-star arise ! 


THE LIGHT OF PROPHECY. 


Propaicy is but future history. Some prophecies are 
local, and apply only to certain nations and classes ; 
but this last prophecy, being the great manifesto of 
Christ’s coming kingdom, is universal, and applies to 
all nations, and kindreds, and peoples, and tongues— 
indeed, to the whole mass of humanity. This prophecy, 
therefore, contains the great near future history of 
all flesh—saved and unsaved. With what interest, 
therefore, should this Scripture be read and studied ! 


The First and Last. 2I 


It is surely a device of Satan that this book should be 
“read and kept ” so little, the design of which is to cheer 
the saint and warn the sinner. Hence is it written : 
“ BLESSED is he that readeth, and they that hear the 
words of the prophecy of this book, and keep those things 
that are written therein : for the time is at hand.” 
That Satan should have a special hatred toward 
this book is no marvel, seeing that it is this book more 
than any other which reveals his true character, un- 
masks his devices, proclaims his defeat, his imprison- 
ment, his perdition, the destruction of all his works, 
his utter overthrow, the subjection and banishment 
of sin, and the eternal reign of righteousness. While 
he hates all Scripture in general, it would seem that 
he has an emphatic dislike for two books in particular 
—Genesis and Revelation; the first and last of the 
Written Word. How significant! Consequently, we 
have Genesis attacked as to its authenticity, even in the 
house of God ; and Revelation, the last words of Jesus, 
and blest by Himself above all Scripture, generally 
neglected. If only the adversary can make the first 
and last portions of the Word of God of none effect, he 
gains thereby a great, though temporary victory. 


What book is that, which brings before our view 
The fair creation ere he defiled it with his 
Trail, that speaks of Paradise that 

Had no sorrow till he entered in, 

Of human bliss enjoyed so briefly there ? 


What book is that, which shows all 

Eyil overcome, Satan defeated, bound, 

Destroyed with all his works, our 

Paradise regained, and bliss eternal gloriously secured? 


22 That Glorious Future! 


All the Scripture that lies between these two books 
is a story without beginning or end. And what has 
neither beginning nor end is confusion, He has already 
wrought confusion among God’s works, and now he 
seeks to do the same among His words. Knowing 
his devices, happy is he that believes, and holds fast 
to the Alpha and Omega of the abiding word. Yor 
thus only can we see the end from the beginning, and 
be guided and cheered by the true light that shineth 
in the dark place. 

It seems ineredible that any Christian can be in- 
different to the sayings of this book, and yet how many 
are! A fact over which, we are assured, the Lord 
grieves, while Satan rejoices. How can it be other- 
wise, since they dishonour Him by the neglect of His 
last words and testimony, and shut themselves out 
also from the special blessedness promised by Himself 
to such as read and keep its sayings ? 

To understand the Scriptures, we must rightly divide 
the Word of Truth. To do this we must observe their 
threefold division: the Word respecting the Jews, 
the Word respecting the Gentiles, and the Word respect- 
ing the Church of God. This simple division unlocks 
many difficulties, and harmonises the whole Scripture. 
It is one thing to make a harmony, and quite another 
to find it. He who starts with a theory must of neces- 
sity make a harmony by forcing and twisting the Word. 
He who has no theory will seek the harmony of truth 
until he finds it, and when he has found it, he rejoiceth 
as one that findeth great spoil. 


NN 
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THE BIBLE INJURED BY FALSE INTERPRETATION. 


We desire to say at the outset that we have no sym- 
pathy whatever with that interpretation of prophecy 
which seeks to be wise above what is written in the 
fixing of dates and other matters. 

One is astonished and grieved to see that though 
such interpreters have found themselves many times 
mistaken in their own lifetime, yet they never seem 
to learn wisdom from the past. It is written: “ Of 
that day and of that hour knoweth no man ; no, not 
even the angels in heaven.” Why, then, should any 
one wish to have it otherwise than God wills it ? 

Nor have we the least sympathy with those inter- 
pretations of prophecy which do not graciously and 
practically bear on the present state of the sinner, 
and the present sufferings and work of the saint. 

All true interpretation of Scripture, whether the 
history of the past, the promises of the present, or the 
prophecy of the future, must result vn working, and 
waiting, and watching for Jesus the Lord. Whatever 
does not lead to this is false, and not of God; for even 
Satan can use the Scriptures to further his own devices. 
The tree of interpretation must be known by ts fruits. 
And every interpretation that bears not good frutt 
must be hewn down and cast into the fire. Scan the 
history of the past right up to the present, and see 
whether the Scriptures have not been more injured 
by its interpreters than by its opposers. The doctors 
of the law, in Christ’s day, made void the Word of God | 
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by their interpretation, and thereby substituted man’s 
authority for God’s, A graver offence against Heaven 
could not be committed, and well did they deserve 
the scathing denunciation of Christ. And has not 
every century since beheld the same iniquity? Oh, 
what a solemn responsibility rests on every teacher 
and preacher of the Word ! 

Respecting the interpretation of this portion of the 
Word, three views are held: the futurist, which regards 
the bulk of the book as yet to be fulfilled ; the historic, 
which regards its fulfilment along the line of history ; 
and the preterist, which regards it as having been 
fulfilled already. The history of these three views 
is suggestive. It is a fact that no view was known 
to the early Church for twelve centuries but one— 
the futurist. The historic view had no existence until 
the thirteenth century, and came about in this way : 
the Lord delaying His coming, it was thought there 
must be a mistake somewhere, so, looking again into 
the Word, a striking correspondence was found between 
the events of the past and the words of the prophecy. 
This was the origin of the historic view, which has 
been carried up to the present day in the great work 
of Elliot. This view, regarding papal Rome as the 
Antichrist, came to be called the Protestant view ; 
and, as such, became a weapon of attack against 
Rome. Whereupon our Roman Catholic friends, with 
characteristic subtlety, in the seventeenth century dis- 
covered another view—the preterist ; by means of which 
they dexterously evaded the attack of the Protestant 


Shadow and Substance. 25 


view, declaring that the prophecy had already been ful- 
filled in the destruction of Jerusalem and pagan Rome. 

Only two views, therefore, are worthy of serious 
consideration—the historic and futurist. And these, 
when rightly understood, are not two views, but one, 
the relation between the one and the other being that 
of shadow and substance. It is evident that if the 
view which originated in the thirteenth century be 
according to the mind of the Spirit, its relation to the 
futurist is the same as that between the Old and New 
Testament: the one being “the shadow of the good 
things to come,” and the other, “ the very things them- 
selves.” These two views, then, cannot possibly clash, 
any more than a shadow can differ from its substance. 
The view set forth in these pages is the same as that 
held by the Church for the first twelve centuries. It 
is therefore no new view, though to some it may 
appear so. 


THE LIGHT OF PROPHECY NEGLECTED. 


Way should the study of “ the age to come ” be neglected 
as it 1s? 

Is it because there is no “Revelation of Jesus Christ?” 
Has not God by that revelation spread out the great 
near future as by a divine panorama in grace, and 
wrath, and glory ? 

Is the apparent or real difficulty of understanding 
it a sufficient reason? Are we excused because some 
interpretations have proved false? Might we not 
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as well neglect the Gospels and Epistles because they 
too have been abused? Is it because the history of 
the Future is not so necessary as the history of the 
Past? Are the Gospels and Epistles necessary, and 
the Revelation of Jesus Christ superfluous? Had 
God no gracious purpose to accomplish by the one 
as well as by the other? And if God has given both 
for the conversion of the sinner and the confirmation 
of the saint,—and who shall say He has not ?—then 
why should not both be studied and preached with 
becoming diligence? Why should not the whole 
counsel of God be studied and declared ? Why should 
God be dishonoured by the neglect of that which He 
has so graciously given? Is there any just reason 
that can be assigned for neglecting the study and 
preaching of “the age to come”? And while the 
great Future is so generally neglected, both in private 
reading and public preaching, how is it possible for 
either saint or sinner to be brought under its power ? 
Can there be any doubt that if the Believers of to-day 
were more frequently brought under “the powers 
of the age to come,” they would retain much less of 
the present age about them? Is it not the continu- 
ous act of looking for that blessed hope and glorious 
appearing of Christ that purifies even as He is pure ? 
Let but “ the age to come” be presented by the pulpit 
and press in the same proportion as presented to us 
by the New Testament,—what transformation of 
character and conduct would be wrought among us! 
What holy believers! What good soldiers! What 
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earnest workers! What noble sufferers! What a 
loving brotherhood! Zion would awake and put 
on her strength, and shake herself from the dust of 
many centuries, and clothe herself with her beautiful 
garments. The Chureh would again, as in her early 
days, go forth conquering and to conquer by the majesty 
of her grace and the beauty of her holiness, And 
all who beheld her would exclaim, “Who is this that 
cometh up from the wilderness, leaning on the arm 
of her Beloved, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and 
terrible as an army with banners?” Oh, that God 
would bring, and keep us under the power of “ the 
age to come” | 

The heroes of the faith that gloried in tribulations, 
took pleasure in necessities, hoped against hope, and 
came off more than conquerors, borrowed much from 
the Future. Moses esteemed the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasures of Kgypt, having 
respect unto the recompense of reward, Paul reckoned 
the sufferings of this present time not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us. 
These men breathed the atmosphere of Past, Present, 
and Iuture. And while they were tried by the tribu- 
lation of the Present, they were strengthened by the 
grace of the Past, and inspired by the glory of the 
Future. They rejoiced and triumphed in the light of 
a full-orbed gospel, and were made like unto their 
Lord by beholding Him as filling all the tenses, ‘Their 
characters were moulded and their lives inspired by 
three unparalleled events, The first was the great 
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event of the Past—that Christ had once appeared on 
earth and taken away our sin by the sacrifice of Him- 
self ; the second was the great event of the Present 
—that Christ had gone into heaven itself, and now 
appears in the presence of God for us; the third was 
the great event of the Future—that Christ is coming 
again to receive us unto Himself. It is the truth con- 
cerning Christ in this threefold sense that nurtures 
and develops an all-round Christian manhood. How 
else, apart from these three events, can faith and hope 
and love, the cardinal virtues of the New life, be called 
into continuous and healthy exercise? Is it not Christ 
crucified that calls forth our love, Christ exalted that 
calls forth our faith, and Christ returning that calls 
forth our hope? Again, Is it not by these three events 
that the redemption of the whole man is accomplished ? 
The first, accomplishing the regeneration of the spirit ; 
the second, that of the soul; and the third, that of 
the body ? Justified by His voluntary Death, sancti- 
fied by His Risen Life, glorified by His triumphant 
Return. 

The Christian life of the first century was a rope 
composed of three strands, against which the gates of 
hell could not prevail. To what shall we attribute 
the weakness and worldliness of so many to-day, if it 
be not the fact that large numbers have practically 
but one strand to their rope, while others have but 
two, instead of three? Hear we not too exclusively 
of Christ crucified, too little of Christ exalted, and 
less still of Christ returning? Yet the three are one, 
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and constitute the three heavens of Christian experi- 
ence. To know that He died for us, brings us into 
the first heaven of peace with regard to SIN ; to know 
that He lives for us, brings us into the second heaven 
of peace with regard to CrRCUMSTANCES ; to know that 
He is coming for us again, brings us into the third 
heaven of joy that is full of glory. 

God’s unspeakable gift to man is Christ. His gospel 
has three great divisions : His first Advent, His Second 
Advent, and the Interval between: which also corre- 
sponds to Nature with its seed-sowing, interval, and 
harvest. 

Only as we realise the accomplished purpose of 
His first Advent—His Great Sacrifice for sin, can we 
enter into the corresponding heaven of peace with 
regard to SIN; only as we realise the purpose that is 
now being accomplished by the Interval— His appearing 
in the presence of God for us, making all things work 
together for our good, can we enter into the corre- 
sponding heaven of perfect peace with regard to all 
the Circumstances of our troubled life; and only 
as we realise the purpose that is to be accomplished 
at His Second Advent—the binding of Satan, the 
liberty of the righteous, the reign of Christ, and the 
blessing of mankind—can we enter into the correspond- 
ing heaven of joy wnspeakable and full of glory in regard 
to the ULTIMATE ISSUE OF ALL THINGS. Only in this 
way can we enter into fellowship with God in regard to 
the past, the present, and the future : the past sin, the 
present sufferings, and the future glory. 
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Seeing, then, that only one-third, or at most two- 
thirds, of the gospel is brought to bear upon our daily 
life, is it a thing to be wondered at that we succumb 
so easily to the hardships of the battle and so soon 
grow weary in well-domg? The wonder would be if 
we did not. But let us be equipped as God would 
have us, constrained with the love of the Past, strength- 
ened with the faith of the Present, and inspired with 
the hope of the Future, then would the war-song of the 
past again be that of the present: “Jf God be for us, 
who can be against us ?” 


THE PRIVILEGE OF THE CHILD-LIKE DISPOSITION. 


Prophecy has always been best understood by the 
child-like mind. While the wise and prudent were 
blinded, the simple saw and believed. Anna and 
Simeon and the fishermen of Galilee understood the 
Scriptures better than the Rabbis and doctors of the 
law. And it was of these Christ said, “I thank Thee, 
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and 
hast revealed them unto babes.” 

The child-like mind, realising that we cannot know 
anything of Heaven or Hell or the Future, except 
God reveals it to us, prefers, when He does reveal, 
simply to believe. And this class of mind reckons 
that Reason is never more rational than when she 
bows in the presence of God’s Revelation. Whereas 
the other, enthroning Reason, makes but a footstool 
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of Revelation, and is ever asking, “How can these 
things be ? ” 


THE GUIDE OF PROPHECY. 


Prophecy fulfilled must be our guide to that which 
is unfulfilled. All the great prophecies of both Testa- 
ments cluster around the two Advents. Those that 
relate to the first Advent were, we know, fulfilled 
after the most literal fashion, even to His seamless 
coat that could not be parted, and therefore they cast 
lots for it, that the Scripture might be fulfilled which 
saith, “ And for My vesture they did cast lots.” Con- 
sider, for example, the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, 
and mark how every word has been fulfilled to the 
letter. We have Scripture, therefore, for thinking 
that as it was at the first Advent, so it will be again 
at the Second. No people on the face of the earth 
valued the Scriptures more than the Jews, yet they 
were guilty of making void the Word of God by their 
interpretations. They were so conceited with their 
own views of the dead letter, that when the Living 
Epistle of whom their writings testified, came before 
them, they could neither read nor understand. Let 
us then see that with regard to His Second Advent, 
we repeat not again in our day what they did in 
theirs. 
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THE UNFOLDING OF HIS ETERNAL PURPOSE. 


Tun first announcement of the everlasting gospel is 
found in the third chapter of Genesis: “The seed of 
the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head.” This 
great prophecy is the seed-kernel of all Scripture. 
The whole Bible is but an outgrowth of this utterance. 
The living Word consisting of a few syllables has grown 
to a tree of life in the form of the whole Bible. These 
prophetic gospel words, first spoken to an audience of 
three, form the great foundation on which all the after 
events and prophecies were built. Hence the grand 
unity of the Bible! And what a marvellous Temple of 
truth it is! Fifteen hundred years in process of build- 
ing, the foundation being laid by Moses the friend of 
God, and the topstone by John the beloved of Jesus ! 

In the third chapter from the beginning, we find 
the words, “The seed of the woman shall bruise the 
serpent’s head:” and in the third from the end, we 
find them fulfilled to the letter. No other book speaks 
after this style, declaring as it does the end from the 
beginning. Again, in the first two chapters of Genesis, 
we have a description of the Paradise which was lost 
to us by Adam ; and in the last two chapters of Revela- 
tion, we have a picture of the far more glorious Paradise 
restored to us by Christ. Who that has studied its 
sacred pages has not been led to exclaim with the prophet, 
“This also cometh forth from Him who is wonderful in 
counsel and excellent in working!” What a marvellous 
unity it presents to the devout student of the word !— 


The Growth of Scripture. 33 


written, as it has been, under such various circumstances, 
and by so many writers of diverse gifts, and these so far 
apart in time! Here indeed is Unity in Diversity, 
corresponding to nature, and explained by the fact 
that all the writers were inspired and guided by the one 
Spirit, whose great work was the unfolding of the 
eternal purpose which the Father purposed in the 
Son. 

How intensely interesting it is to watch the de- 
velopment of even an apple seed, from the time of 
hiding it in the soil to the season of blossom and fruitage! 
And how much more interesting to note the growth of 
Scripture from the seed-kernel of Genesis to its full 
fruitage in Revelation. Note how the seed of Genesis 
springs up and grows out in the other books of Moses ; 
and how out of these again come forth the Prophets and 
the Psalms; and how out of these again come the 
Gospels; which in due time unfold the Acts and 
Epistles ; and these again in turn the Revelation, the 
crown and consummation of all. The gospel of Genesis 
is the same as that of Revelation : only in the one you 
have the simple acorn; and in the other, the awe- 
inspiring oak. In Genesis we have the Root; in the 
succeeding books of the Old Testament, the Foliage ; 
in the Gospels, the Flower; in the Acts and Epistles, 
the First-fruits ; and in the Revelation, the Harvest. 
The gospel of the Revelation, therefore, has in it a 
fulness and grandeur nowhere else to be found in the 
Word of God. “The grace that is to be brought unto 
believers at the revelation of Jesus Christ,” spoken of 

3 


34 That Glorious Future! 


in the Epistles, is here set forth in glorious detail. Here, 
also, we find that which is referred to in the Epistles— 
“ the wrath to come on the impenitent and unbelieving ” 
—described in awful particulars. 

Is it any marvel that a book of such contents should 
be so blessed to its readers? And for the same reason, 
is it not strange that it should be so much neglected ? 


GOD’S SUNSHINE BECLOUDED. 


Without doubt much cloud and confusion has been 
brought to the book. The Prince of the powers of 
the air, and author of confusion, has ever tried to 
throw a mist about God’s guiding star. Consequently, 
many have got the notion that this portion of Scripture 
is a mystery, despite the first word of the prophecy 
being “ Revelation!” Some will have it to be a sealed 
book, although Christ Himself says at its close, “Seal 
not the sayings of the prophecy of this book.” 


THE BOOK’S THREEFOLD DESIGN. 


The evident design of this prophecy is to cheer the 
suffering, to stimulate the weary, and to arouse the 
careless. By means of this Revelation, the Father 
brings all the glorious future practically and power- 
fully to bear on the inglorious present. He cheers 
us in our temporary tribulation by the vision and 
promise of eternal consolation. Oh, the depths of the 
wisdom and goodness of God ! 
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Thus the Lord makes friends of His servants, by 
making known to them all that the Father hath made 
known to Him. He desires not only that they should 
work with Him, but also that they should know what 
He intends doing. He wills not that they should 
work with Him in ignorance of His design, but with 
the full intelligence of His eternal purpose. In this 
way He takes them into His own counsel, and shows 
them the end from the beginning, even as the architect 
gives to the builder his design. And thus only as the 
worker makes himself acquainted with the master’s 
design, will he escape disappointment in his work. 


THE BOOK’S THREEFOLD DIVISION. 


The book naturally falls into three divisions: “The 
things which thou hast seen,” occupying Chapter i. ; 
“The things which are,” Chapters ii., iii. ; and “The 
things which must be hereafter,” Chapters iv.—xxii. 

In the first division we have The Preface, The Salu- 
tation, The Response, The Keynote of the Prophecy, 
and The Vision of Christ in the midst of the Churches. 


THE PREFACE. 
Rey. 1. 1-3. 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
unto Him, to show unto His servants things that must 
shortly come to pass; and He sent and signified it by 
His angel unto His servant John : 
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Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testi- 
mony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw. 

Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the 
words of this prophecy, and keep those things which 
are written therein : for the time is at hand. 


THE BOOK’S TITLE. 


The book before us is called “The ReEvELATION of 
Jesus Christ.” The title of a book when true should 
be a kind of index to its contents. It is so here: the 
title indicates its contents. The book is both a Revela- 
tion concerning Christ and a Revelation of Him. In 
the previous portions of the New Testament He is 
but partially revealed. There, we see Jesus rejected, 
crucified, risen again, ascending into heaven, and 
shedding forth His Spirit; there, we see Him as 
Sacrifice, Saviour, and Lord. Here, He stands forth as 
Judge and King and Lord. The Judge of the world, 
the King of the whole earth, and Lord of all. The 
world that judged Him must now by Him be judged. 
The kings that shut their mouths at Him must now 
fall down before Him. Every knee now to Him must 
bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord— 
to the glory of God the Father! This will be His Reve- 
lation to the world at His Second Advent. It is in 
this book, therefore, above all others, that the Father 
glorifies the Son, revealing Him thus to the heart 
of His servants previous to His revealing Him to the 
eye of the world. 
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The book is a communication from the Father con- 
cerning His Son, in which He shows what He is about 
to accomplish by Him—‘ To make an END of sin, and 
bring in everlasting righteousness,” in the doing of 
which He is revealed and glorified. The book, there- 
fore, which shows Him as the actual bruiser of the 
serpent’s head, is rightly called “The Revelation of 
Jesus Christ.” 

On the night of His betrayal He prayed, saying, 
“Father, I have glorified Thee on the earth ; now, 
Father, glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify 
Thee.” He had glorified the Father by revealing Him 
to men, and in the same way, the Father in turn 
glorifies His Son by revealing Him. “For no man 
knoweth the Father but the Son, and no man knoweth 
the Son but the Father.” Accordingly, no sooner had 
He expired, saying, “It is finished!” than straightway 
the Father began to glorify Him by His descent into 
Hell, revealmg Him there to the spirits in prison as 
having destroyed Death and the Devil by dying, giving 
to Him there the keys of Death and Hell which John 
afterwards saw fastened to His girdle. 

After forty days the Father further glorified Him 
by His ascent into Heaven, seating Him at His own 
right hand, putting every creature and thing in heaven 
under Him, giving Him a name above every name on 
account of His humiliation and sufferings, and so, 
revealing Him, the woman’s Seed, as Lorp to angels 
and principalities in the heavens. 

It yet remains that He should be thus glorified on 
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the earth. The woman’s Seed has not yet been re- 
vealed on earth. As yet the earth but knows Him 
as the Lamb crucified in weakness—the weakness of 
unresisting Love. He is yet to be revealed by the 
Father as the Lion clothed with might and majesty, 
and fully equipped for the bruising of the serpent’s 
head and the utter destruction of all his works. Where 
the Son glorified the Father, there will the Father 
also glorify the Son, revealing him to all mankind 
according to all the magnificent contents of this mar- 
vellous book, appropriately called “The RrvELATION 
of Jesus Christ.” 

All things are to be put under Him : things in heaven, 
things on earth, and things under the earth. Thus 
has the woman’s Seed been appointed Lord, that is, 
Prime Minister in heaven and earth and hell, in order 
to the bruising of the serpent’s head, the destruction 
of all his works, and the reconciling of all things to 
God. 

To every reader the Father has already revealed 
Him by this communication, which testifies before- 
hand of His actual revelation to the world. Hence 
the blessedness of him that reads, and they that hear 
and keep the sayings of the prophecy of this book. 

The importance of this book is shown by the fact 
that it was gift of the Father to His Son, that it was 
sent by the Son to His servants, that it was signified 
by His Angel to John, who was commanded to commit 
to writing what he saw and heard. 

The whole book may be divided into two parts: 
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what John saw, and what he HEARD. What he saw, 
were symbolical things; what he heard, was literal 
speech. What he saw, was a parable; what he heard, 
was generally in some way an exposition of it. 

This twofold method of teaching by speech and 
symbol is no new thing. Beginning in Genesis, it is 
natural that it should end in Revelation. In primitive 
times, the symbol held the place of the written Word. 
The Lord had said to our first parents: “The seed 
of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head, and he 
shall bruise his heel.” These words revealed to them 
a twofold truth—the restoration of man through the 
sufferings of the woman’s Seed. This spoken word 
the Lord straightway made permanent by the use of 
two symbols—the cherubim and the flaming sword : 
the cherubim, setting forth man’s restoration even to 
the Holiest of all; the flaming sword, showing that 
the way into the Holiest could only be reached by 
sufferings and death. 

There are two reasons why the Lord should choose 
this double method of setting forth the great events 
of the future. To the godly within, it is meant to be 
a TworoLtp Witness of all that the Lord has spoken 
—a witness of speech and witness of symbol : the speech, 
giving the meaning; the symbol confirming, and 
illustrating and exhibiting the same to all generations. 
For by the mouth of Two witnesses shall every word be 
established. That by these two immutable things in 
which it is impossible for God to lie, they might have 
strong consolation who have fled to lay hold upon 
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the hope of the gospel. To the ungodly without, this 
method has quite an opposite effect. Heedless of the 
plain speech of the Scriptures, the symbol becomes to 
them a kind of veil which has the natural effect of 
calling forth all the powers of the intellect in the process 
of discovering its meaning. 

The symbolism of the Bible keeps it afloat in its 
voyage through every age. Had it been written in 
plain speech only, it would have sunk long ago from 
the view of the merely intellectual. This method, 
therefore, by its very mystery, holds and compels the 
investigation and reverence of even the ungodly, who 
sometimes are found studying the Bible with no other 
object than to master it, and with the result, alas! 
already given by the Lord ; “That seeing, they might 
see and not understand.” If men will not receive the 
plain truth, how can the Lord allow them to under- 
stand His parables? “To you it is given to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom, but to them it is not.” “Thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and 
revealed them unto babes.” 

The Lord does not give this communication to His 
servants to mystify them, as some seem to think, but 
to show them clearly the things that are to come. And 
if the purpose of God is to show, His Spirit-filled servants 
may then expect to understand what He has been 
pleased to reveal. The object which the Lord had 
in view in giving this revelation, was the enlightenment 
of His servants respecting the great events of the future. 
This knowledge is to them a special source of blessedness 
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and power. Such as read and keep the sayings of 
this book are not only happy, but blessed ; not only 
strong, but more than conquerors. That they should be 
80, is according to the good pleasure of God, who gave 
the book for the express purpose of making them strong 
and blessed in the midst of abounding evil. The 
prophetic word is always a Light that shineth in a dark 
place. When, therefore, those illumined by this Light 
behold one evil after another uplift its hideous head from 
the midst of the gathering gloom, they are not dismayed. 
Though outwardly grieved at the appalling sight, they 
inwardly rejoice that the Lord liveth and is speedily 
coming to put it all under His feet. Faith exults in the 
knowledge that nothing can withstand the tread of the 
feet of fire that glow like burnished brass—holy and 
Almighty ! 

The fact that this book, both in form and expression, 
is the Revelation of Jesus Christ, explains its striking 
contrast to the Gospel and Epistles of John. Here 
John, according to his own testimony, is simply the 
amanuensis, the scribe enjoined to write what he 
saw and heard. Seeing that we have the Gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, the Epistles of Paul 
and Peter, it is fitting that the canon of Scripture 
should close with the Revelation of Jesus Christ, as it 
is written: “I Jesus have sent Mine angel to testify 
unto you these things for the churches.” 

The Word assures us that we shall find present 
blessing by reading and keeping in mind these future 
events. And as the future events contained in this 


42 That Glorious Future! 


prophecy are altogether unique, so also is the 
blessing. 

By these words of special blessing, found at the 
beginning, and again at the close, the Lord bestows 
peculiar honour on this prophecy, which, strange to 
say, has been so much dishonoured in Christendom 
and neglected in the pulpit more than any other scrip- 
ture. But why should this last scripture be blessed 
beyond all others? May not the secret be found in 
the nature and character of its contents, which causes 
it to differ so widely from all other Scripture? Its 
contents are pure and simple, “Things to Come.” 
And nowhere in Scripture are the Things to Come 
so clearly and fully and grandly set out as in the Revela- 
tion. Here, as in no other scripture, is to be seen the 
astounding vision of the Man despised and rejected 
acting as Lord and Judge—“ All judgment being now 
given to Him because that He is the Son of Man.” In 
other parts of the Bible we see a great struggle going on 
between good and evil, and at times it appears uncertain 
which way it will go. To-day, the victory seems to be 
with the good, and to-morrow with the evil. But in the 
Revelation there is no such uncertainty. Here, the 
victory, glorious and everlasting, is on the side of 
Righteousness. Right, Wisdom, and Might are em- 
bodied in the Man of God’s right hand. Here, as in no 
other scripture, He is beheld judging every form of evil : 
first in the house of God, then in Christendom, and 
finally in the world at large. Here, and here only, is 
to be seen the vision of the Man Christ Jesus destroying, 
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utterly and for ever, all the works of the devil—sin, 
pain, and death; and then ultimately destroying the 
evil one himself. But all this is only the negative side 
of His Great Salvation—the mere wall on which is to be 
hung, hereafter in the same book, the picture of the 
New Creation ; in which is to be found, not only deliver- 
ance from sin, but the beauty of holiness; not only 
exemption from pain, but the rapture of bliss; not 
only redemption from death, but the gift of an endless 
life. In its subject-matter, and in the majesty and sub- 
limity of its style (which is in accord with its contents), 
the Revelation differs from all other books—and has no 
equal. He is blessed indeed who keeps its sayings. 
For where in the whole range of Scripture is there to be 
found such an inspiration for the suffering and service 
of our daily life as that which is found here? It is 
becoming that the last portion of the Bible should be 
full of soul-inspiring visions. It is like God to cheer us 
in the struggle and nerve us in thestrife by thus throwing 
forward to our gaze both the victory and the GLORY 
which most certainly are coming to us in the person of 
Jesus. Praise ye the Lord ! 


THE SALUTATION. 
Rev. 1. 4-6. 
John to the seven churches which are in Asia : Grace 
be unto you, and peace, from Him who is, and who was, 
and who is to come ; and from the seven Spirits who are 
before His throne ; 
And from Jesus Christ, who is the Faithful Witness, 
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and the First-Begotten from the dead, and the Prince 
of the kings of the earth. 


As this prophecy gives us, not the harvests of years, 
but of cycles and ages, it is fitting that the Father 
should here be spoken of as “ Him that was and Is and 
IS TO COME,” —The Self-existent, Eternal I am, fillmg the 
spring and summer and harvests of all human life ; 
from Genesis to Revelation. And for the same reason, 
the seven Spirits before His throne speaks of the peculiar 
operation and relation of the Spirit to the whole earth in 
the age to come. The titles here given to Christ also 
set forth successively His threefold office as Prophet, 
Priest, and King. “The Faithful Witness,” or Prophet, 
speaking of His first Advent and testimony unto death ; 
“the First-Begotten from the dead,” alluding to His 
having been raised for our justification, after that, as 
Priest, He had been delivered for our offences; and 
“Prince of the kings of the earth,”. prophetic of His 
return to earth in power and glory. He who has 
already appeared on earth as God’s Prophet, and now 
appears in heaven as God’s Priest, will soon appear again 
on earth as God’s King. 

The office of the Prophet is to teach and guide, that 
of the Priest is to sacrifice and pray, that of the King is 
to rule and subdue. Therefore as Prophet He is our 
Light, as Priest He is our Love, as King He is our Might. 
Our Light, enabling us to see ourselves as God sees us ; 
our Love, laying down His life on our behalf; our Might, 
returning for the redemption of ourselves and the 
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destruction of our enemies. As Prophet He is God’s 
Word, as Priest He is God’s Lamb, as King He is God’s 
Lion. He is the Word which reveals our Sin, the Lamb 
which takes it away, and the Lion who is to destroy 
the Serpent and his brood. 

As the Word of God, we are to hear and learn of Him ; 
as the Lamb of God, we are to behold and believe in 
Him ; as the Lion of Judah, we are to obey and be blest 
in Him. Hearing Him, beholding Him, obeying Him, 
that is all; the divine process by which man gets back 
to God and becomes filled with His fulness. In Him 
we are complete and perfected. As Prophet, He 
empties us—of self; as Priest, He cleanses us—of sin ; 
as King, He fills us—with God. 

It is in these three offices also that we get the three 
successive stages of redemption. First, there is the 
enlightening and witnessing work of the Prophet, 
giving way to the sacrificing and praying work of the 
Priest, and that again, culminating in the ruling and 
subduing work of the King. Already Christ has 
appeared on earth as Prophet of prophets, and Priest 
of priests, and when He has finished the intercessory 
part of His priestly work, will return again as Prince of 
the kings of the earth. 

These offices which He fills on behalf of His church 
now, will not be filled on behalf of Israel and the world 
until He returns. Then the word spoken by Moses 
shall come to pass: “ A prophet shall the Lord your God 
aise up like unto me. Him shall ye hear in all things, 
and whosoever shall not hear Him shall be cut off.” 
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Then the millennial temple and its sacrifices, foretold 
by the prophet Ezekiel, will look backward to the one 
great perfecting sacrifice, as those under Moses looked 
forward to it. And then also, according to the Scrip- 
tures, will the Lord God give him the throne of His 
father David, and all nations and kingdoms shall obey 
Him. 

The ravour and prace of the Triune God is the portion 
of all His servants. Every one knows what inspira- 
tion may be conveyed to the dispirited by a sincere 
and hearty salutation ; and especially is this so when 
it comes from a superior. What, then, ought that 
inspiration to be, occasioned by a salutation from Him 
that WAS and Is and Is To comm, and from the SEVEN 
Spirits before His throne, and from the FArrHruL 
WITNEss and FirsT-BeGOTTEN FROM THE DEAD and 
PRINCE OF THE KINGS OF THE EARTH? Could we but 
catch the spirit and meaning of this salutation ; could 
we but read the volume of which this is the title-page ; 
however dark might be our path, and hard our lot, 
we could not do otherwise than join anew in the Song 
of the Redeemed. 


THE RESPONSE. 


Unto Him that loves us, and washed us from our 
sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and 
priests unto His God and Father; to Him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 


Here we have representatively all the churches 
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responding to the salutation in a grand anthem of 
adoring gratitude. 

The text “Unto Him that Loves us,” shows that 
this great outburst of joy springs from their present 
consciousness of Christ’s love. From the present con- 
sciousness of His love, they go back to the Cross where 
He died in dishonour for their sins; then forward 
to the throne where He will be glorified in their glory. 
Enslaved sinners will then be made kings and priests 
unto God. The love that found us at the cross of His 
shame, shall assuredly carry us forward to the throne 
of His glory. 

They acclaim Him worthy of Glory and DOMINION 
who in the greatness of His love toward us, became 
regardless of His own reputation, and took upon Him- 
self the form of a SLAVE, and thus put Himself UNDER 
all things: under God, under the Spirit, under the 
angels, under the law, under the curse, under the 
wicked, under the cross, under the shame. He went 
down to bring us up. For the joy of saving us He 
endured the Cross, despising the shame. “ Unto Him 
therefore be GLoRY and DOMINION!” Let all things 
now be put unper Him who put Himself under all 
things! Give Him glory for shame, dominion for serf- 
dom, and let His glory and dominion be eternal ! 
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THE KEYNOTE OF THE ENTIRE PROPHECY. 

Rev. 1. 7-8. 
BresoLtp, He COMETH WITH THE CLOUDS ; AND EVERY 
EYE SHALL SEE HIM, AND THEY ALSO WHO PIERCED HIM ; 
AND ALL KINDREDS OF THE EARTH SHALL WAIL BECAUSE 
or Him. Even so, Amen. I Am ALPHA AND OMEGA, 
THE BEGINNING AND THE ENDING, SAITH THE LORD WHO 

18, AND WHO WAS, AND WHO IS TO COME, THE ALMIGHTY. 


These words form the grandly solemn keynote to the 
whole Apocalypse. It is important to observe this. 
For only as we catch the significance of this note, shall 
we be able to grasp the harmonious meaning of the 
whole book, which will be fulfilled av and arrer the 
coming of the Lord. 

The prophecy really begins with the seventh verse, 
the preceding six being introductory. How significant 
that the sayings of this book should thunder out these 
startling words at the very beginning, and that we 
should hear them again at the very close! And not 
only so, but that all through the book at various stages 
the same dread words should be repeated! “ BrHoip, 
HE COMETH WITH CLOUDS!” “ BEHOLD, I COME AS A 
THIEF!” “Surety I come QuicKty !” 

What can be the meaning of THIS VOICE being FIRST, 
and LAST, and MIDST? What can be the meaning of 
the Spirit in giving such pre-eminent prominence to 
the second coming of Christ? May it not be that the 
Spirit makes MucH of the Lord’s Return, because He 
foresaw that the churches would make LITTLE of it ? 
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Did He not Himself say, “When the Son of Man cometh, 
shall He find faith on the earth?” And again, did 
He not say, “ When the Bridegroom tarried, they all 
slumbered and slept” ? 

Thanks be unto God for the many who have turned 
from their idols to serve the living and true God ; and 
yet how few out of the many seem to wait for His 
Son from heaven! How few seem to be living under 
the sweet influence of that blessed hope, and glorious 
appearing of God’s Anointed! How seldom one meets 
a Christian whose conversation is of heaven, from 
whence also he looks for the Saviour ! 

What freshness of force this gives to the words of 
the Lord in the Gospels—watch, watcH, WATCH ; 
for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man 
cometh ! 

“My LORD DELAYETH HIS COMING,” said the unfaithful 
servant, and forthwith began “to eat and drink with 
the drunken.” When the master is absent, nothing 
keeps the servant up to the mark like the hourly 
expectation of his return. Take this expectation away, 
and he is almost certain to lapse into unfaithfulness. 
And how is the present condition of Christendom to 
be explained ? To what is it due, if it does not arise 
from the fact that the comINc oF THE LorD is entirely 
lost sight of, “the living hope” thus becoming little 
less than a dead letter, and that, too, in spite of the 
fact that it forms one-third of the gospel of the New 
Testament? And is there anything that operates 
more blessedly upon our daily life than the hope of 
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His coming ? Cast down by adversity—what can keep 
us from despair like the hope of His coming? Lifted 
up by prosperity—what can keep us humble like the 
certainty of His appearing? Growing weary in well- 
doing—what can stimulate our flagging zeal like 
the assurance of His near return? And if called 
on to suffer for His name’s sake—what can cheer us 
like the prospect of the glory that is about to be revealed 
in us at His coming? If the prospect of the Lord’s 
coming be not constantly kept before the mind, there 
can be no living hope in our daily life. For as Christ 
Crucified calls forth our love, and Christ Exalted calls 
forth our faith, so Christ Returning calls forth our hope. 
If, therefore, we are to get into our daily life the blessed- 
ness of the thirteenth of Corinthians, the triumph of the 
eighth of Romans, and the hope of the Thessalonians, 
our faith must embrace a whole gospel, and squarely 
rest on the three greatest events of human history— 
Christ Crucified, Christ Exalted, and Christ Returning ! 

Give us a faith thus founded, and you give that 
which is well-nigh omnipotent—a faith that endures 
all things, learns contentment in all states, blesses the 
Lord at all times, and triumphs over all the power of 
the enemy,--a faith expressed in the sublime language 
of Paul, “ NoNE OF THESE THINGS MOVE ME,”—a faith 
that moves mountains, and is itself unmoved. Oh, 
Blessed Life, that rejoices in Christ Jesus and has 
no confidence in the flesh, that glories in tribulation 
and takes pleasure in necessities, exulting in the hope 
of the glory of God ! 


THE VISION OF CHRIST IN THE MIDST OF 


THE CHURCHES. 
Rev. I. 9-20. 


I Joun, who also am your brother, and companion in 
tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus 
Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the 
word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard 
behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, 

Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the 
last : and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send 
it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto 
Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, 
and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Phil- 
adelphia, and unto Laodicea. 

And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. 
And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks ; 

And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one 
like unto the Son of Man, clothed with a garment 
down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a 
golden girdle. 

His head and His hairs were white like wool, as 
white as snow ; and His eyes were as a flame of fire ; 

And His feet like unto fine brass, that had been 
refined in a furnace; and His voice as the sound of 
many waters. 

And He had in His right hand seven stars: and 
out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword : and 
His countenance was as the sun when he shineth 
in his strength. 

And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. 
And He laid His right hand upon me, saying unto 
me, Fear not ; I am the First and the Last : 

I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, 

ra 
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I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys 
of death and hell [the unseen world and the entrance 
thereto]. Write the things which thou hast seen, and 
the things which are, and the things which shall be 
hereafter ; 

The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest 
in My right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks, 
The seven stars are the seven angels [ministers] of 
the seven churches ; and the seven candlesticks which 
thou sawest are the seven churches. 


The Christianity of early times was a blessed yet 
suffering Brotherhood that waited for the Appearing 
and Kingdom of Christ. And so here, the apostle, 
in the humility of a great love, speaks of himself as 
brother and companion in tribulation, waiting for the 
Kingdom of Jesus Christ. He had been banished to 
Patmos, a barren rocky isle in the midst of the sea, 
as he himself says, for the Word of God and the testi- 
mony of Jesus Christ. He was now an old man and 
the only surviving apostle and witness of the Lord. 
He had been separated from the sweet fellowship of 
his brethren on earth, only that he might enter into 
a higher fellowship with Heaven. In this desert place 
the great spiritual realities of the Present and Future 
are unveiled before him. He beholds his Risen Lord 
walking in the midst of the churches and acting on 
their behalf: and again,. he beholds Him coming to 
the earth in judgment with great power and glory, 
destroying them that destroy the earth, binding Satan, 
freeing the righteous, blessing the nations, and filling 
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the whole earth with His glory. Thus the vision of 
the world’s emancipation and blessing comes to us 
through the prisoner of Patmos whom Satan had bound. 

It is fitting that this glorious vision should have 
been given to John on the Lord’s Day, the first day 
of the week, the day hallowed to the memory of His 
rising from the dead, the day on which He always 
appeared to His disciples during the forty days previous 
to His Ascension, the day of Pentecost on which the 
Holy Ghost was given, the day, which is at once the 
earnest and pledge of the new creation. ‘The seventh 
day, the Jewish Sabbath being the last day of the 
week, is part of the old creation, which ends with the 
millennium, of which the Jewish Sabbath is a type— 
the millennium being the Sabbath of the ages. But 
the Lord’s Day, the first day of the week, is part of 
the new creation, and looks forward to its completion, 
the first imstalment of which we have in person of 
our Risen Lord. The Lord’s Day, therefore, is the 
memorial of an empty Tomb and Risen Lord. It is 
called the Lord’s Day, because on this day, as Lord, 
He conquered the death which belonged to the old 
creation and rose to the life of the new, over which 
death has no more dominion. It is fitting, therefore, 
that the visions of this book culminating in that of 
the new heaven and new earth and all things made 
new, should have been given to John on the Lord’s 
Day—the day of its birth. For the new creation begins 
with the Risen Christ, who is called in Scripture, “ The 
Beginning of the Creation of God.” 
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Being in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, the first thing 
which arrested his attention was a great voice behind 
him. As the Speaker was about to show him what 
would be in the latter days, He introduces Himself 
as the Fimsr and the Last, commanding him to write 
what he saw and send it to the seven churches in Asia. 
Turning himself in the direction of the voice that spoke 
to him, he saw seven golden lampstands—the appro- 
priate symbols of the churches. In the midst of which 
stood the Speaker Himself, Jesus, the Son of Man, 
arrayed in the garments and girdle of the High Priest, 
the Aaronic robes of “ beauty and glory.” Then follows, 
after this account of His attire, a sevenfold description 
of His Person ; “ His head and hair like wool, as white 
as snow” declaring His Eternity as “the Ancient of 
Days.” “Tis eyes of flaming fire” revealing His all- 
penetrating omniscience. The snowy head of age, 
and fiery eyes of youth; the First and Last; the 
Ancient of Days and Son of Man! “ Fis feet like unto 
fine brass that had been refined in a furnace” setting 
forth His irresistible Almightiness. “THis voice as 
the sound of many waters” the manifestation of His 
majesty. “The seven stars held in His right hand” 
~—His absolute authority over all His ministering 
servants, “The sharp two-edged sword of His mouth” 
showing Him as the executor of His own judgments. 
“His countenance as the sun when he shineth in his 
strength” proclaiming the supremacy of His glory. 
Here, in the midst of the churches, Jesus manifests 
Himself as their Priest and Judge and Lord, Praying 
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for them as Priest, chastising them as Judge, and ruling 
them as Lord. 

When he who was wont to lean on His bosom in 
the days of His flesh, the strongest of all the apostles, 
beheld Him thus in the place of His glory, he swooned 
away. But soon the right hand of Jesus touched 
him, saying, “Tear not, I am the Virst and the Last,” 
assuring him that He was indeed the Living One that 
died, and was now alive for evermore, and that the 
keys of death and hell also had been given Him. 

Here indeed is the Woman’s Seed, now exalted above 
every name in heaven for the deliverance of His 
brethren, the bruising of the serpent’s head, and the 
utter destruction of all his works! Vor the joy of 
accomplishing this, He has already suffered upon the 
Cross, despising ita shame, exclaiming thereon with 
a loud voice in the throes of death, Ir 18 rinisemn | 
Nor will He see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied, 
till from the Throne He shall again exclaim, “Ir 1s 
WINISHED ! Behold, I make all things new |” 


THE LULTERS TO THY SEVEN CHURCHES. 
Ruv. W., 001. 
To the angel of the Church in Mphesus write ; These 
things saith He that holdeth the seven stars in His 
right hand, He that walketh in the midst of the seven 
golden candlesticks : I know thy works, and thy toil 
and patience, and that thou canst not bear evil men, 
and hast tried them who say they are apostles, and are 
not, and hast found them liars, And that thou hast 
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patience, and hast borne for My name’s sake, and not 
fainted. Nevertheless, I have this against thee, that 
thou didst leave thy first love. Remember, therefore, 
from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the 
first works ; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and 
remove thy candlestick out of its place, except thou 
repent. But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds 
of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate. He that hath 
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches ; To him that overcometh will I give to eat 
of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise 
of God. 


At this time Ephesus was the first city in Asia, and 
famed for its Temple of Diana, one of the seven wonders 
of the world. What the Church of Jerusalem was 
among the churches of Judea, Ephesus was among 
the churches of Asia. Here the Apostle John lived 
and laboured for many years previous to his being 
banished to the isle of Patmos. It was here, too, that 
Paul laboured so successfully that the people made a 
bonfire of all their costly, superstitious books. Here 
also he ordained Timothy as under shepherd of the 
flock; and at Miletus experienced such an affecting 
parting with the elders of the church, when “ they 
all wept sore, and fell on his neck and kissed him.” 

It is now thirty years since he wrote them the Epistle 
to the Ephesians, which clearly shows that they had 
reached a higher spiritual level than any other then 
known church. What a change thirty years has 
wrought in this church! How the gold has become 
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dim, and the fine gold changed! There yet remains 
much that is worthy of praise; they are full of good 
works, they endure hardness as good soldiers, they 
can bear reproach but cannot bear with evil, they are 
sharp in discipline, and, with Christ, they hate the 
deods of the Nicolaitanes; but they lack the all-essential 
=Lovi, The thing that the Lord is most pleased with 
they have lowt, The eyes of flame see that the tree 
Which boars the above fruit is now dying at the root, 
and soon the fruit also and the tree itself will wither 
away and disappear, as was eventually the case, The 
admonition of Christ, “Remember from whence thou 
art fallon, and repent,” was not taken to heart, and 
the words of judgment, “I will remove thy candle- 
stick out of its place,” were fulfilled to the letter, One 
who visited Mphesus not long ago tells us that he found 
there only three Christians, and these were so ignorant 
a deareely to have heard of John or Paul, 

The light wae not to be extinguished, but in judgment 
removed, And it has been so, The light of the gospel 
that shone wo gloriously in the Mast at the beginning 
of the prevent ora, has by the Lord been removed, and 
shines now in the West, Ponder it well-only those 
who dove continue to be the light of the world. Vor 
“he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in 
him. He that loveth not, knoweth not God; for God 
ia love,” 

What a picture wo have here of many a ehurch 
and Ohristian of the present day! There is much 
that ia praiseworthy about them, but, alas! how they 
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are fallen from the heavenly heights of love! There 
is no heart in their religion, and they have no pleasure 
in it. It is a form without power, and an empty show. 
They have drifted into the awful condition described 
by Paul in the thirteenth of First Corinthians—WITHOUT 
LOVE. 


SMYRNA. 


And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write ; 
These things saith the First and the Last, who was 
dead, and is alive: I know thy works, and tribulation, 
and poverty (but thou art rich), and the blasphemy 
of them who say they are Jews, and are not, but are a 
synagogue of Satan. Fear not the things thou art about 
to suffer : behold, the devil is about to cast some of you 
into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have 
tribulation ten days. Be thou faithful unto death, and 
I will give thee the crown of life. He that hath an ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches ; 
He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second 
death. 


Smyrna lies to the north of Ephesus. Here Polycarp 
was martyred in the 156th year of our Lord. How 
noble were his last words! Being asked by his heathen 
judges to recant, he said, “ Fourscore and six years have I 
served the Lord, and He never wronged me; how then 
can I blaspheme my King and Saviour?” It is not at 
all unlikely that this same Polycarp was none other than 
the angel of this Church. 

The name Smyrna in this connection is very signifi- 
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cant, meaning myrrh, bitterness; and certainly the 
believers of Smyrna were called on to suffer bitter things. 
They had tribulation indeed, even to the spoiling of 
their goods, which completely beggared them, respecting 
which the Lord said to them, “I know thy poverty, 
BUT THOU ART RICH,” 

Besides, they had to contend with the Jews, the 
Lord’s ancient people, to whom He had committed 
His live oracles. And it did seem hard that they as 
well as the heathen should be against them. But 
the Lord assures them that they are no longer His 
people, but a synagogue of Satan. It is bad enough 
with them now, and yet more trouble awaits them. 
The devil has not yet gone the full length of his tether 
against them. For a season they must be cast into 
prison, to be tried, and endure the hottest of the fire, 
even unto death. 

Smyrna is now indeed as crushed myrrh, giving 
out a sweet perfume unto the Lord. All her garments 
smell of myrrh out of the ivory palaces whereby the 
King has made her glad. 

See how He comforts His crushed ones, how suitably 
He presents Himself to them in their fiery trials! “I 
am the First and the Last, who was dead, and is alive.” 
I was the first on the scene to fight the battle which 
you are now waging in My might, and I will be the 
last on the field. Victory is Mine. Fear not, for I 
am the Last: all your enemies shall be as the chaff 
of My threshing-floor, which shall be burned with 
unquenchable fire. The wheat I will gather into My 


60 That Glorious Future! 


garner when I have throughly purged My floor. 
“Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee 
a crown of life.” I have passed through the first 
death, and am now alive for evermore. Fear not ; 
your life is hid with Me in God, Fear not them that 
kill the body, and after that have no more that they 
can do, but fear Him who, after He hath killed, hath 
power to cast into hell. “He that overcometh shall 
not be hurt of the second death.” 

Thus does He comfort and cheer all who suffer, 
give them, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment 
of praise for the spirit of heaviness. 

Unlike Ephesus, and as the reward of her fidelity, 
the candlestick has never been removed from Smyrna. 
To her honour, the Turks still speak of her as “ infidel 
Smyrna,” Persecuted, but not forsaken ; cast down, 
but not destroyed ! 


PERGAMOS. 


And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write ; 
These things saith He that hath the sharp two-edged 
sword: I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, 
even where Satan’s throne is; and thou holdest fast 
My name, and didst not deny My faith, even in the 
days of Antipas My witness, My faithful one, who 
was killed among you where Satan dwelleth. But 
I have a few things against thee, because thou hast 
there some that hold the teaching of Balaam, who 
taught Balak to cast a stumbling-block before the 
children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and 
to commit fornication, 
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So thou hast also them that hold the teaching of 
the Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate. Repent, there- 
fore, or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will 
fight against them with the sword of My mouth. 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh 
will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and I will give 
him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, 
which no man knoweth but he that receiveth it. 


Pergamos was not like Ephesus and Smyrna, a com- 
mercial city, but a residence of royalty, a university 
town, and a city of temples. It was not only a natural 
fortress, being built on a cone-like hill, it was also 
a great spiritual fortress, in which the very throne of 
Satan was located, and the centre to which all the 
forces of heathenism under his lead were gathered. 
The name Pergamos means a tower of strength, and 
truly, it was a stronghold of evil. Significant enough, 
the healing god was here worshipped in the form of 
the serpent. It is not to be wondered at, therefore, if 
the disciples of Jesus found Pergamos to be an enemy’s 
territory. But they bravely withstood the attacks 
of the foe, clad in the armour of God. Now a new 
and unexpected danger besets them, and the Lord 
comes to acquaint them of it. The serpent failing 
to strangle them with his efforts, now resorts to poison 
them with his wiles. False teachers are introduced, 
after the example of Balaam, in order to seduce and 
destroy. Consequently the Lord presents Himself 
to the church with the sharp two-edged sword. The 
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glittering sword which turned against Balaam when 
he came in the way against Israel, and which so alarmed 
the poor ass on which he rode, was but a shadow of 
the same sword which afterwards fell upon the thousands 
of Israel that were beguiled by the teaching of Balaam. 
The same sword is again presented here, and unless 
these false teachers and seducers are dealt with, it 
will fall once again upon them. The promise of the 
hidden manna is here put over against the sensual 
pleasures which the enemy, as a bait, has put before 
them for the purpose of ensnaring them. 

Whatever may be the full meaning of the mystic 
white stone, here held out in promise to such as over- 
come this temptation, it would seem, according to a 
custom in the East, to signify the Bestower’s approval ! 
The New Name written within the stone which no 
man knows but the receiver, seems to indicate the 
Lord’s own estimate of His servant, and is in beautiful 
accord with all Scripture names given by the Lord, 
the name being expressive of the nature and character 
of him that bears it, but which is not yet manifest to 
any but the Lord and himself. 


THYATIRA,. 


And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write ; 
These things saith the Son of God, who hath His eyes 
like a flame of fire, and His feet like unto refined brass : 
I know thy works, and love, and service, and patience ; 
and thy last works to be more than the first. But I 
have this against thee, that thou sufferest the woman 
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Jezebel, who calleth herself a prophetess; and she 
teacheth and seduceth My servants to commit fornica- 
tion, and to eat things sacrificed to idols. And I gave 
her time that she should repent, and she willeth not 
to repent of her fornication. Behold, I will cast her 
into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her 
into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. 
And I will kill her children with pestilence: and all 
the churches shall know that I am He who searcheth 
the jreins and hearts: and I will give unto each one 
of you according to your works. But to you I say, 
and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this 
teaching, and who have not known the deep things 
of Satan—as they say—I will put wpon you none other 
burden. Howbeit, that which ye have, hold fast till 
I come. And he that overcometh, and keepeth My 
works unto the end, to him will I give authority over 
the nations : and he shall rule them with a rod of iron ; 
as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers ; 
as I also have received of My Father: and I will give 
him the morning star. He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith to the churches. 


Here again the Lord presents Himself according 
to the state of things in the church. Thyatira is the 
reverse of Ephesus. In the latter we have discipline 
without love, and in the former love without discipline. 
Everything here meets the approval of Christ but one 
thing—their indifference to the presence among them 
of the self-styled prophetess. This indifference can 
only be accounted for on the ground of their ignorance 
of the ruim she was working in their midst. That 
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which tended more than anything to blind their eyes, 
was the fact that in all likelihood this woman was a 
person of great social influence. The history of Jezebel 
the wife of Ahab is here repeated, only in a more subtle 
and spiritual way,—the great sin of Jezebel being the 
turning away the heart of Israel from the worship of 
the true God to her idols. 

In the light of this fact, how significantly appropriate 
are the three titles with which the Lord confronts 
them! “These things saith the Son or Gop,” who 
has revealed the Father, the only living and true God ; 
then comes “ the eyes of flame,” which detect the evil, 
though so skilfully covered up as to manifest the 
depths of Satan; and, most terrible of all, follows 
“the feet that glow like burnished brass,” which are 
destined to tread down every foe of God and man. 
“For all His enemies shall be put under His feet.” 

All idol-worship is more or less associated with im- 
purity. It is the religion which Satan provides for 
those who turn from the Lord, and so is exactly suited 
to the taste of his votaries. 

To the rest in Thyatira who had no part in this 
evil, the Lord says, “That which thou hast, hold fast 
till I come.” “He that overcometh,” overcometh the 
fascinating temptation presented you, “and keepeth 
My works,” as opposed to the prophetess, “unto the 
end, to him will I give authority over the nations, and 
he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels 
of a potter shall the subordinate be broken to shivers : 
even as J have received of My Father.” The overcomer 
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and Christ are one: one in suffering here, and one 
in glory hereafter. 


SARDIS. 


And to the angel of the Church in Sardis write ; 
These things saith He that hath the seven Spirits of 
God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that 
thou hast a name that thou livest, and thou art dead. 
Be thou watchful and strengthen the things that 
remain, which are ready to die: for I have not found 
thy works perfect before God. Remember, therefore, 
how thou hast received and heard ; and hold fast, and 
repent. If, therefore, thou shalt not watch, I will 
come as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour 
I will come upon thee. But thou hast a few names 
in Sardis who have not defiled their garments, and 
they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 
He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white 
raiment ; and I will in no wise blot his name out of 
the book of life, and I will confess his name before My 
Father, and before His angels. He that hath an ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches. 


Sardis is well spoken of among her sister churches, 
and held in high repute for spiritual life and service. 
But in the sight of Him who seeth not as man seeth, 
she is dead. Her works, so praiseworthy before men, 
are imperfect before God. A faithful few, however, 
are found within her pale, who have not defiled them- 
selves with the dead. These have honoured the Lord 
by holding the mystery of faith in a pure conscience, 
and thus walked worthy of Him in all well-pleasing. 

5 
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The allusion to their undefiled garments points 
to the white attire worn by candidates at the time of 
their baptism. Thus, in the ordinance, they put on a 
profession of Christ by baptism, confessing Him before 
men. Wherefore, to maintain a walk and conversation 
becoming that solemn occasion was to keep their 
garments undefiled. These, having honoured Christ by 
walking righteously before men, are to be rewarded by 
walking in white with Christ. As they have confessed 
Him before men, so is He to confess them before His 
Father and His angels. And as they held fast to His 
name, so will He retain their names in the Book of life. 

The sharp rebuke which the Lord here serves upon 
Sardis, seems to have borne good results, as Melito, 
the Bishop of Sardis, in the second century, was famous 
for both piety and zeal. To assure himself and his flock 
of the truth of the Old Testament, he visited Palestine, 
and afterward wrote on the subject. This revival is 
in marked correspondence also with the name Sardis, 
which means renovation. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write ; 
These things saith He that is holy, He that is true, 
He that hath the key of David, He that openeth and 
none shutteth, and shutteth and none openeth : I know 
thy works ; behold, I have set before thee an open door, 
and none can shut it; for thou hast a little strength, 
and hast kept My word, and hast not denied My name. 
Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, 
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who say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie ; behold, 
I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, 
and to know that I have loved thee. Because thou 
hast kept the word of My patience, I also will keep 
thee from the HOUR OF TRIAL, which shall come upon 
the whole world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 
Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou 
hast, that no one take thy crown. Him that over- 
cometh will I make a pillar in the temple of My God, 
and he shall go no more out, and I will write upon 
him the name of My God, and the name of the city 
of My God—the new Jerusalem—which cometh down 
out of heaven from My God, and Mine own new name. 
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
to the churches. 


For this church the Lord has nothing but words 
of praise. The name Philadelphia means brotherly 
love, and where that prevails the Lord looks on well 
pleased. The opposers here are Jews of the synagogue 
of Satan. The foe is mighty, while the church has 
but “little strength.” Notwithstanding, He that 
openeth and no man shutteth, had set before them an 
open door. He commends them for having kept His 
word and not denied His name. From which it appears 
that they must have endured some special trial with 
regard to both; in which, when they were tempted 
to slacken their hold of His word, and deny His name, 
they bravely held fast to the one, and avowed the other. 
After the same fashion the Lord promises to reward 
them. Having for His sake been despised and trampled 
on, He is to make their enemies to come and worship 
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at their feet, and to know that those whom they despised 
were beloved of the Lord. And as they had kept the 
word which demands patient endurance on the part 
of the faithful, so are they to be kept from the season of 
temptation which is to come upon all the world, to 
try them that dwell upon the earth. 

“The word of My patience,” here, is very significant, 
meaning, The patience which I endure and practise. 
For not only is patient endurance to be exercised by 
the Christian until the fulfilment of the promises, but 
Christ also endwres, patiently waiting until the usurper 
be cast out, and all His enemies put under His feet. 

The long delay between the receiving of the promises 
and their fulfilment, is the occasion of strong temptation 
to release the hand of faith which grasps the word. He, 
therefore, that overcomes this temptation is to be made 
a pillar in the temple of God; an honour becoming 
him who was such a pillar of truth in the time of trial. 

And as the high priest wore on his forehead the 
golden plate on which was engraven the name of 
Jehovah, so he that overcomes is to be made a priest 
of God and of Christ, and shall wear on his forehead 
the threefold name. 


LAODICEA. 


And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write ; 
These things saith the Amen, the Faithful and True 
Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God : I know 
thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot ; I would 
thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art luke- 
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warm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out 
of My mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich and 
increased with goods, and have need of nothing ; and 
knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, 
and poor, and blind, and naked : I counsel thee to buy 
of Me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich ; 
and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and 
that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear ; and 
anomt thine eyes with eye-salve, that thou mayest 
see. As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be 
zealous, therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand at the 
door, and mock : if any man hear My voice, and open 
the door, I will come to him, and will sup with him, 
and he with Me. To him that overcometh will I grant 
to sit with Me upon My throne, even as I also over- 
came, and am set down with My Father upon His 
throne. 


The two most sunken churches of the seven are 
Sardis and Laodicea. And it is worthy of note that 
neither had opposition from without, nor heresy from 
within. Sardis is somewhat redeemed by the few in 
the midst of her that had not defiled their garments, 
but Laodicea has no redeeming feature. The address, 
therefore, is one of unmixed rebuke. What a striking 
contrast to her is presented by the Lord, as the “ Amen, 
the Faithful and True Witness!” The faithful church 
had become an harlot; the true witness a lying sham. 
Her condition had become loathsome to the loving 
Christ, who was about to cast her from Him. She 
was not the cold ungodly world without, nor the fervent 
holy church of Christ within ; but a hybrid monster 
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of outward religion and inward rottenness, all pro- 
fession and no possession. There was no Divine 
Presence in her midst. The glory had departed from 
her, and stood outside the doors. As she had invited 
the world to come in, so Christ being grieved went 
out. The wealth which she amassed from her famous 
merchandise of wool, had become a snare unto her. 
How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the 
kingdom of God! Who can tell how much Lazarus 
owed to his extreme poverty ? This we do know, that 
as poverty of spirit is fostered by lack of means, so 
is haughtiness of spirit nourished by much wealth. 
Such was the case here. Yet who is more destitute 
than she that imagines herself in need of nothing ? 
Destitute of Christ’s gold, how great is her poverty ! 
Destitute of His righteousness, how great is her shame 
and nakedness! Destitute of His Spirit, how great is 
her blindness! And as Christ never remains where 
He is not sincerely loved and trusted, so He stands 
without like a stranger, knocking at the door with a 
special message for such as will hear and open to Him, 
saying, “ Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if 
any man hear My voice, and will open the door, I will 
come in, and sup with him, and he with Me.” ~ 

The most exalted promise is here made to the over- 
comers of the most sunken church. He that over- 
comes by opening the door and letting Christ in, IS 
TO SIT wiTtH Him upon His THRONE. Two thrones 
are here referred to: the Father’s throne, on which 
Christ now sits by virtue of His own victory over sin 
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in the flesh : and His own throne, on which He is yet 
to sit, and which ig to be shared by all that are privi- 
leged to be partakers of His sufferings. For it is a 
faithful saying, that if we suffer with Him, we shall 
also reign with Him. 


THE EPISTLES VIEWED AS A WHOLE. 


The figure seven occurs more frequently in the 
Revelation than any other book. That it is a number 
of special significance goes without saying. The divine 
number three, and the human four, give us seven— 
the number of the covenant between God and man ; 
the numerical symbol also of the divine and human 
nature of the Mediator of that covenant, who in His 
administrations toward His CaurcH reveals Himself 
as walking in the midst of the Seven golden Lamp- 
stands, holding in His right hand the Seven Stars 
and sending to the churches the Seven letters. Here 
is a threefold Seven. Further on in the execution of 
His judgments upon the worLD, He opens the Seven 
seals, sounds the Seven trumpets, and empties the 
Seven vials, in which the judgments of God are finished. 
Here again is a threefold Seven. These figures belong- 
ing to the Divine-Man, Jesus, remind us of the three- 
fold six, 6, 6, 6, belonging to the Diabolic-man, called 
the Beast, of whom we read in the thirteenth chapter, 
who, receiving his throne and authority from the 
Dragon, enslaves and deludes for a season the whole 
world, finally exalting himself above all that is called 
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God, claiming and receiving the worship of the whole 
earth. Yet endowed as he is with all the power of 
the Pit, he cannot attain to even one seven: 6, 6, 6, 
being the number of his name, but our manuel (God 
with us) is 7, '7, '7. Seven therefore stands for the 
Divine-Man—thoe Lord Jesus. 

In these addresses the All-seeing Head of the Church 
commends, rebukes, and exhorts; commending the 
good, rebuking the evil, and exhorting to steadfastness 
and repentance. Note how ready He is to praise, 
how slow to blame! Jive churches out of seven merit 
rebuke, ‘Z'wo only are worthy of praise ; and of these 
two, the one was poor and afflicted ; the other, weak 
and persecuted! Of the five rebuked, three receive 
both praise and blame. The two others, blame only 
(excepting the few names in Sardis), And note that 
Laodicea, without a point to praise, was rich, and 
strong, and prosperous! Contrast the rich ones of 
Laodicea with the poor ones of Smyrna; put the one 
on the right hand, and the other on the left, and hear 
the King say to the one, “I know thy poverty, but 
thou art rich;” and to the other, “Thou sayest, I am 
rich and inereased in goods, and Inowest not that thou 
art poor,” and in need of all things! What a theme 
for reflection | 

Oh, to see and judge after the example of the Lord 
and not after the example of man! What would these 
two churches, Smyrna and Philadelphia, be called 
today ? “Struggling churches!” and yet these are 
the only two which receive from the Lord all praise ! 
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And what would the rich, strong, and prosperous 
church of Laodicea be called to-day? “Successful ! ” 
and yet this church receives from the Lord unmiti- 
gated rebuke. Oh, that for our comfort and help 
we would ever hearken to the solemn sevenfold refrain, 
“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the churches !” 


Notice particularly the energy of Satan in those 
churches commended by Christ, and the absence of 
Satanic opposition in these two churches so severely 
rebuked by the Lord. Sardis is formal and incon- 
sistent, Laodicea is lukewarm and proud, and Satan 
molests neither ; because as an angel of light he has 
beguiled them, and they are now his goods, and “when 
the strong man keepeth his house, his goods are in 
peace.” 


THE MYSTERY OF INIQUITY. 


The mystery of iniquity, of which Paul says, doth 
already work, was manifestly working in five of these 
churches. But what is this mystery of iniquity ? In 
2 Thess. ii. and iii., we are told it consists of such a 
fall away, that is, the apostate church called Babylon 
the Great, the faithless woman (in contrast to the 
Bride, the Lamb’s wife), on whose forehead is written 
the name—“ Mystery.” 

The mystery of righteousness (ph. v. 32) is the 
wheat sown by the Son of Man; the mystery of 
iniquity is the tare seed, sown secretly in the same 
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field by the Wicked One. And as the tares and wheat 
grow together until the harvest, so the seed of Christ 
and the seed of Satan sit together in the same pew, 
and have their names written together on the same 
roll, read the same Bible, pray the same prayers, and 
sing the same praise ! 

And as Judas was an apostate in heart secretly, 
long before he was openly revealed to be what the Lord 
called him—a devil—even so this mystery of iniquity, 
according to the Scripture (2 Thess. i1.), is to continue 
side by side with the mystery of God (as Judas with the 
twelve), opposing and hindering the Church of God, 
until shortly before the Lord’s coming, when the long- 
veiled apostasy will develop (as in the case of Judas) 
into an open antichrist in the person of the Beast, the 
man of sin, THAT WICKED ONE, whom the Lord shall 
consume with the breath of His mouth, and destroy 
with the brightness of His coming, even him whose 
coming is after the working of Satan, with all power, 
and signs, and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness 
of unrighteousness in them that perish ; because they 
receive not the love of the truth, that they might be 
saved. And for this cause God shall send them a strong 
delusion that they should believe a lie, that they all 
might be damned who believe not the truth, but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness. How appropriate is the 
name—Mystery of Iniquity ! 

And because Iniquity shall abound, the love of many 
shall wax cold. But he that endureth to the end, 
the same shall be saved. To the overcomErRs, therefore, 
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who find themselves in the very midst of this Iniquity, 
the Lord holds forth the Sevenfold promise: the 
Right to eat of the Tree of life; the Crown of life, and 
Exemption from the second death ; the hidden Manna, 
the White stone, and the New name; Authority 
over the nations, and the morning star; the White 
Robe, enrolment in the Book of life, and honour in 
the presence of God and the angels; a Pillar in the 
temple of God inscribed with New names; and a Seat 
with Christ upon His throne ! 

Note how this ascending series of glorious promises 
takes us right through the Old Testament—from the 
garden of Eden to the Throne of David: “The Tree 
of Life” taking us back to Eden; “The second death,” 
the fall and death by sin; “The hidden Manna,” the 
Redemption of Israel in the Wilderness ; “ Authority 
over the nations,” promised to Israel in the desert; 
“The White Robe,” the dignity conferred on the 
Priesthood of the Tabernacle; “A Pillar in the 
Temple of God,” the same dignity made permanent 
in the Temple of Solomon; “A seat with Christ 
upon His Throne,” climaxing all in the Throne of 
David. 

Note the order: the first is the promise of a NEW 
LIFE; the second shows this Life exempt from the 
second death ; the third, that it will be sustained by 
hidden Manna; the fourth, that it will be entrusted 
with authority over the nations ; the fifth, that it will 
be honoured in the presence of God and the angels ; 
the sixth, that it will be dignified as a pillar in the 
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temple of God ; the seventh, that it will be perfected 
with a throne upon Christ’s Throne. _ 

In this sevenfold promise of the New Testament, 
we have indeed a brief of the Old. Showing most 
conclusively that “The Word of God” (the scriptural 
name of the Old Testament) and “The Testimony of 
Jesus” (the scriptural name of the New) are indeed 
ONE glorious revelation of His Eternal purpose which 
He purposed in Christ. And it was for holding both, 
“The Word of God and the Testimony of Jesus,” that 
John was banished to Patmos. The Jews who most 
tenaciously held “The Word of God,” vehemently 
rejected “The Testimony of Jesus.” 

It is remarkable that the samp EvILs which led to 
the rejection and banishment of Israel, are to lead to 
the rejection and judgment of Christendom. Only 
with this difference, that while in Israel they were 
more outward and natural, in Christendom they are 
more inward and spiritual. It is significant also that 
the evils in both are of the same orpErR. In Ephesus, 
the first, we get the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which, 
saith the Lord, “I hate.” The word “ Nicolaitanes” 
meaning subjugators of the people. “The deeds” were 
the efforts of these to subjugate the people for their own 
profit. A lording over God’s heritage for their own 
aggrandisement. They were “the wolves in sheep’s 
clothing,” foretold of the Lord, the grievous wolves, 
that spare not the flock, predicted by Paul, out of which 
is to grow the Satanic priesteraft of Christendom. 
Observe how these Nicolaitan deeds of the Apostolic 
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period correspond to the deeds of Korah and his 
company in the early days of Israel. In Smyrna, 
the church next in order, there is no mention of this 
evil,—the wolves having been dispersed by the persecu- 
tion and martyrdom which followed the Ephesian period. 
But in Pergamos it reappears in a more advanced 
stage, as the “doctrine of the Nicolaitanes.” “The 
deeds of the Nicolaitanes” are now confirmed by teach 
ing. The evil grows and is here conjoined to the 
“teaching of Balaam.” The world must now be married 
to the Church, that the Nicolaitanes may achieve 
their sordid ends. Observe how this third period, 
again, corresponds to the period when DBalaam cast 
a stumbling-block before the children of Israel, by 
advising them to intermarry with the heathen, 
Per-gamos means marriage; and the teaching of 
Balaam. was, that believer and unbeliever, church 
and state, should be joined together. Then follows 
in the fourth stage of Thyatira, the dominant priest- 
craft of the middle ages, corresponding to the reign 
of Jezebel and her children, through whom]the worship 
of Baal was substituted for that of Jehovah. Then 
follows in Sardia the spiritual deadness of the true 
religion, closing with a revival of the same confined 
to the few, which also has its counterpart in the 
reformation that succeeded the reign of Jezebel. Then 
comes Philadelphia with its brotherly love, and evan- 
gelical fervour, corresponding to the period of the 
Evangelical Isaiah and Hezekiah, Then, last of all, 
comes Laodicea with its luxury and worldliness, causing 
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the Lord to forsake His own house; corresponding 
to the times of Jeremiah and Ezekiel, when the glory 
of the Lord forsook the Temple and gave them over 
to judgment. 

In all seven churches there are but two classes— 
the Overcomers and the Overcome. The Overcome, 
being those who do their own will; the Overcomers, 
those who do the will of God. Two things strongly 
mark their order: an ascending promise of good to 
the Overcomers, and a descending condition of evil 
in the Overcome. It will be observed that the promise 
of good to the Overcomers rises just in proportion 
to the increase of the evil to be overcome. As the 
evil gathers and deepens, so do the promises of good 
augment and rise until the last is reached, where the 
highest promise is made to the Overcomers of the 
most sunken church. 

It will be seen that this upward grade of the one, 
and down grade of the other, arises entirely from the 
ORDER in which these churches are arranged. They 
were arranged in that order by the Lord, and for what 
purpose, if not thus to set forth the Seven stages of 
Christendom? and so give to every reader of His 
Word a perfect outline of the history of His Church, 
from His Ascension to His Return. 


SEVEN PICTURES OF CHRISTENDOM. 


These letters therefore were not only a true record 
of the individual state of these churches, they were 
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also, in their VERY ORDER, prophetic, giving us SEVEN 
PERIOD PicturEs of the whole Church from the times 
of the apostles to the return of the Lord. First, there 
is the Hphesus-period of the apostolic age, with its 
fervent love and gradual decay. Then comes the 
Smyrna-period of heathen persecutions and martyrdom 
of the second and third centuries, accompanied with 
its sweet savour of fidelity unto death. This is succeeded 
by the Pergamos-period, the era of Constantine, when 
the church becoming allied to the world brings forth 
the harlot Babylon. Then follows the Thyatira-period 
of the dark ages, in which priestcraft usurped, in the 
name of Christ, dominion over the world, giving the 
true witnesses of Jesus to dungeons, inquisitions, and 
stakes. 

This, again, is succeeded by the Sardis-period of 
the Reformation and separation effected by the few, 
while the many who had a name to live were as yet 
dead. 

The Phaladelphia-period brings us to the great 
living evangelical movement of the eighteenth century, 
which followed the spiritual deadness of the Protestant 
age, which is again, alas! to give place to the Laodicean- 
period of lukewarmness, luxury, and _ worldliness, 
which terminates in shutting Christ out of His own 
house. Thus bringing the iniquity of Babylon to 
the full on the eve of her awful and utter judgment 
at the end of this age. Thus do these letters, after a 
Divine fashion, gather up the past of Israel, and set forth 
the future of Christendom. 
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It must be noted here that John’s vision of 
Christendom and Daniel’s vision of the Kingdoms 
both bring us down to the same times and conditions 
—the Democratic age; the word “ Laodiceans” mean- 
ing, the people that give the verdict. The laity of 
Christendom and the clay of the Kingdoms are one— 
the Democracy. And it is but natural that the Church 
having been perverted through its alliance with the 
world, should partake of its spirit and conditions. 

The Scriptures everywhere assert that the end of 
this age is to be marked off by Two Things: the GREAT- 
NESS of man on the one hand, and the UNGODLINESS 
of man on the other. And do not the actual facts 
of the present confirm this? Democracy is the last 
phase of a progressive government. Only a great 
people can be democratic. According to Daniel, the 
last form of government is democratic, which shows 
that before the government shall finally be transferred 
to the shoulders of the man Christ Jesus, it must 
previously have rested upon the shoulders of every 
man in the Mass. And it is when this government 
of the Mass shall culminate in the reign of the Beast 
(for extremes must meet) that the greatness and 
ungodliness of man shall be fully revealed. But neither 
the one nor the other shall last. For the unexpected 
revelation of Jesus shall destroy him with the 
brightness of His glory; and so bring the various 
forms of wild-beast government to a perpetual end, 
and establish on the ruins thereof the government 
of the Son or Man. 
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THE THINGS WHICH MUST BE HEREAFTER. 


A SCENE IN THE HEAVENS. 
REv. Iv. 


Arter this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in 
heaven :.and the first voice which I heard was as it 
were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come 
up hither, and I will show thee THINGS WHICH MUST BE 
HEREAFTER. 

And immediately I was in the Spirit: and, behold, 
a throne was set in heaven, and One sat upon the 
throne. And He who sat was to look upon like a 
jasper and a sardine stone; and there was a rainbow 
round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald. 
And round about the throne were four and twenty 
thrones : and upon the thrones I saw four and twenty 
elders sitting, clothed in white raiment ; and they had 
on their heads crowns of gold. And out of the throne 
proceeded lightnings and thunderings, and voices ; 
and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the 
throne, which had the seven Spirits of God. And 
before the throne there was a sea of glass, like unto 
crystal; and in the midst of the throne, and round 
about the throne, were four living creatures full of 
eyes before and behind. And the first living creature 
was like a lion, and the second living creature like 
a calf, and the third living creature had a face as of 
a man, and the fourth living creature was like a flying 
eagle. And the four living creatures had each of 
them six wings about them, and they were full of eyes 
within ; and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, 
holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and 
is to come. And when those living creatures give 
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glory and honour and thanks to Him that sat on the 
throne, who liveth for ever and ever, the four and 
twenty elders fall down before Him that sat on the 
throne, and worship Him that liveth for ever and 
ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 
Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honour, 
and power: for Thou hast created all things, and for 
Thy pleasure they are and were created. 


In this book there are two judgment thrones: one 
here, immediately preceding the millennium ; and the 
other, in the twentieth chapter, immediately following 
the millennium. From the first throne proceeds the 
judgment of the Livine ; from the second, the judg- 
ment of the Drap: the two being separated by the 
millennial reign. The judgment of the Living extends 
over a period of seven years, the record of which occupies 
no less than sixteen chapters out of the twenty-two 
of this book. The judgment of the Dead, in the 
twentieth chapter, appears to be of shorter duration, 
the whole being described and summed up in a single 
paragraph of great solemnity. So that, as there is 
a thousand years between the resurrection of the just 
and the resurrection of the unjust, so there is a whole 
millennium between the judgment of the Living and 
the judgment of the Dead. 

The visions of the three previous chapters belong 
to the Church period, whereas the visions of this and 
the succeeding chapters belong to the period of the 
world’s judgment. In the first vision, Christ is seen 
walking in the midst of the churches; but in this 
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second, He is seated upon a judgment throne. The 
scene of the first vision was the earth—the locality 
of the churches; the scene of the visions of this chapter 
is the heavens. Clearly the throne here set in heaven is 
not a throne of grace: the lightnings and thunderings 
and yoices which proceed from it, show it to be a throne 
of judgment, yet judgment executed in mercy, as the 
emerald rainbow which surrounds indicates. He who 
sits thereon is to look upon like a jasper and sardine 
stone, colours which denote that He is there to uphold 
the right and avenge the wrong. Round about the 
central throne are four and twenty seats or thrones, 
on which are seated the elders, the representatives 
of Redeemed Humanity. In the midst of the throne 
(nearest the Lord) and round about the throne are 
the four Living Ones, full of eyes and energy, full of 
purity and praise. Who are these, and what do they 
represent ? First, as to their number :— 

In the temple their number was two, corresponding 
with the two tables of the written Law which lay under- 
neath the mercy-seat, and toward which they both 
steadfastly gazed. In the vision here they are four, 
corresponding to the four written gospels, toward 
which also the redeemed are ever looking, and where 
the Lamb of God is beheld as both the mercy-seat and 
atoning blood. And it must not be overlooked, how 
each of the four faces of the cherubim exactly sym- 
bolise the special features of each of the four gospels. 
The first, the lion, the symbol of royalty, corresponding 
to Matthew, where Jesus is revealed as Jehovah’s Kina. 
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The second, the calf or ox, the symbol of service, corre- 
sponding to Mark, where Jesus is seen as Jehovah’s 
Servant. The third, the face of a man, the symbol 
of the human, corresponding to Luke, where Jesus is 
set forth as the Son of MAN. The fourth, the eagle, 
the symbol of the Divine, corresponding to John, where 
Jesus is declared to be the Son of Gop. 

From their position, the two of the Old Testament 
appear as the guardians of the two tables of the written 
Law, and the four of the New Testament appear to 
be the guardians also of the four written Gospels. The 
two of the Law representing Israel, and the four of 
the Gospels, the Church; and truly Israel has been 
the guardian of the Law, and the Church the guardian 
of the Gospels. 

The four Living Ones here are clearly identical with 
the cherubim of the Old Testament. To understand 
their significance, they must be considered in the light 
of Scripture. That they are in some way intimately 
connected with man and the earth, is evident from 
their Form and Combinations: the form being that 
of man, and the combinations that of the lion, the 
ox, and the eagle. 

With God, man is inseparable from the lower creation, 
He having placed him at its head as lord. The lion 
the king of the forest, the eagle the king of the air, 
and the ox the king of the field, represent the whole 
creation put under man. They are here conjoined 
with man, because the purpose of God is not only to 
redeem man, but also the whole creation which was 
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put under him: as it is written, “The whole creation 
groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now, 
waiting for the manifestation of the sons of God: for 
the creature also shall be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the sons of God.” 

The cherubim therefore represent man and _ his 
dominion. But what is their symbolic meaning ? 
What do they say to us concerning him? They have 
stood before man since his expulsion from Eden with 
profound meaning, and a great message which has 
not yet been understood or received. Since the hour 
they were first placed outside Eden, and throughout 
the time of their being placed in the Tabernacle and 
Temple to the time that John now sees them here in 
vision, they have been setting forth the eternal purpose 
of God concerning man ; even the purpose which He 
purposed in Christ before the world began: which 
purpose was, To redeem man by His Son, regenerate 
him by His Spirit, and thus bring him into the most 
intimate communion and fellowship with Himself, 
making him a partaker of His nature, and a partner 
even of His glory. This is the mystery which was 
hid from ages and generations, but revealed to the 
apostles by the Spirit, and vividly shadowed forth by 
the cherubim. Consequently, as soon as man fell, the 
Lord placed at the east of Eden the cherubim and 
the flaming sword. First, the cherubim signifying 
that though man had thus fallen before the Tempter, 
the purpose of God was yet to bring him into the 
Houtmst or ALL, to dwell in him, and walk in him, and 
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glorify him with His own glory. This symbol inspired 
man with hope; while the second, the flaming sword, 
filled him with fear, signifying as it did, that this way 
into the Holiest of all could not be reached but by 
Sufferings and Death. 

The very position of the cherubim toward the sun- 
rising was eloquent of Hope, pointing to the New Day 
that was to be ushered in by the Advent of the woman’s 
Seed, who was on the behalf of man to enter into the 
Holiest of all by His Sufferings and Death. For all 
the Scriptures testify to this order, first, the Sufferings 
of Christ and the glory that should follow. The cheru- 
bim, setting forth the glory; and the flaming sword, 
the Sufferings. 

Their names, Cherubim and Seraphim, show them 
male and female, “the knowing ones and burning 
ones,” as the words signify: man representing the 
Divine Wisdom ; woman, the Divine love : he luminous 
with God’s light, she glowing with God’s love. Such 
is God’s ideal man and woman, and such will they 
become again when their redemption is completed. 

They are better known, however, as the Living 
Creatures, or Living Ones. This remarkable name is 
used of them more than thirty times in the Old and 
New Testaments. Living Ones! The life in them is 
so abundant that they cannot rest. They are all energy 
and eyes. In Ezekiel they are seen in perpetual motion ; 
here in Revelation they are, day and night, full of 
restless praise. This life in them is none other than 
the Life of God, the unconditioned and inherent life 
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of God of which Jesus speaks when He says, “For 
as the Father hath life in Himself, so hath He given 
the Son to have life in Himself.” This same wonderful 
life is God’s gift to man through Christ. “J am come 
that they might have life, and that they may have it 
more abundantly.” A Life superior to Adam’s in 
Eden, superior to that of the angels in heaven even, 
the INHERENT Lire or Gop that needs no night for 
refreshment, whose only rest is in activity. 

They burn and shine in their service and song, 
like the unwearied sun which never tires in his 
ministry to his dependent worlds. In these Living 
Ones we have an exhibition of the eternal life of God, 
His wondrous gift to man through the Lord Jesus. 

The position also which they hold is in full accord 
with all that has been said. Their position here is 
the same as that in the Temple, not only that of the 
Holy Place, but the Houiust or ALL: the innermost 
shrine which had no need of the light of the sun, as 
the glory of God which shone between the cherubim 
was the light thereof. In the wilderness the symbol 
of the Divine Presence was the Pillar of cloud by day 
and the Pillar of fire by night. This same, called by 
the Jews “the Shechinah,” afterwards dwelt in the 
Most Holy Place upon the mercy-seat and between 
the cherubim. The cherubim therefore, from their 
position, were always enveloped in the glory of the 
Divine Presence, and on this account they are spoken 
of by Paul as “the cherubim of glory.” Their place 
was the innermost throne of the Highest, while the 
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Lord was to them an everlasting light and God their 
glory. The same also is spoken concerning the New 
Jerusalem, the Bride, the Lamb’s wife, which John 
beheld coming down from God out of heaven, having 
the glory of God, and which had no need of the light 
of the sun or of the moon to lighten it, as the glory 
of God and the Lamb was the light of it. The corre- 
spondence arises from the fact, that the cherubim, or 
Living Ones, represent the Church, the Bride, the 
elect of every nation. 

It is worthy of note that the mercy-seat, which repre- 
sents Christ, and the cherubim, which represent His 
Bride, were both made out of oNE lump of beaten gold. 
The gold setting forth the Divinity of their common 
nature ; the one lump, their unity. And when we 
remember that the glory of the Divine Presence 
enveloped both the mercy-seat and the cherubim, we 
are reminded of the words of the Lord, “J in them, 
and Thou in Me, that We may be ONE:” and again, 
of that other scripture, “That both He which sancti- 
fieth and they that are sanctified are of One.” 

Of all creatures, the position of Living Ones is nearest 
to the Lord. To say that they most resemble His 
own likeness, is to say the same thing, for we are near 
the Lord only in proportion as we are like Him. In 
this position of awful yet rapturous nearness, they 
lead the Divine praises, celebrate unceasingly the Divine 
holiness, participate in the Divine judgments, are 
workers together with God, judging the evil, rewarding 
the good, judging and destroying all the works of the 
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Devil, and carrying forward to perfection all the works 
of Christ. Their office is that of workers together 
with God ; their position, nearest the Lord ; their life, 
the Life of God ; their glory, the glory of God. 


THE BOOK OF JUDGMENTS. 
REV. v. 


And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat upon 
the throne, a Book written within and on the back, 
sealed with seven seals. And I saw a strong angel 
proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open 
the Book, and to loose the seals thereof? And no 
man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, 
was able to open the Book, neither to look thereon. 
And I wept much, because no man was found worthy 
to open and to read the Book, neither to look thereon. 
And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not : Behold ! 
the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath 
prevailed to open the Book, and to loose the seven 
seals thereof. 

And I beheld, and lo! in the midst of the throne 
and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of 
the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having 
seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits 
of God, sent forth into all the earth. And He came 
and took the Book out of the right hand of Him that 
sat upon the throne. : 

And when he had taken the Book, the four living 
creatures and the four and twenty elders fell down 
before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, 
and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers 
of saints. And they sung a new song, saying, Thou 
art worthy to take the Book, and to open the seals 
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thereof ; for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us 
to God by Thy blood out of every kindred and tongue, 
and people and nation; and hast made us unto our God 
kings and priests: and we shall reign upon the earth. 

And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels 
round about the throne, and the living creatures, 
and the elders: and the number of them was ten 
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thou- 
sands ; saying, with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing ! 
And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, 
and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and 
all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and 
honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him who sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the lamb, for ever and ever ! 
And the four living creatures said, Amen. And the four 
and twenty elders fell down and worshipped Him who 
liveth for ever and ever. 


Clearly the throne here is a judgment throne, and the 
Book is a judgment Book, containing both the number 
and nature of the judgments about to be executed 
upon the inhabitants of the earth. The first series 
of judgments contained therein, extends over a period 
of seven years, called in Scripture the night of wrath 
and delusion that is to close the day of grace and truth. 
Its contents are the seven judgment seals, the seven 
judgment trumpets, and the seven judgment vials, 
ending in the judgment of all the nations at Jerusalem. 
After which follows the judgment of the first and second 
Beast, which is immediately succeeded by the shutting up 
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and sealing of Satan for a thousand years. Then follows 
the millennial reign of righteousness and peace, at the 
close of which begins the second series of judgments, 
when Satan, who must be loosed for a little season, goes 
forth again with a deceived host against the camp 
of the saints, and fire from heaven destroys them, 
and he himself is cast into the lake of fire. Then follows 
the last judgment of the dead, the great white throne, 
at which the heavens and the earth flee away, and 
the dead small and great stand before God, and the books 
are opened, and all the dead are sentenced with the 
judgment of the Second Death. Let us understand, 
then, that as there are two resurrections, that of the 
just, and that of the unjust; so there are two judg- 
ments, that of the living, and that of the dead. And as 
there is a thousand years between the two resurrec- 
tions, so is there a thousand years between the two 
judgments. The Throne here is that from which 
the LIVING are to be judged, the Throne of the twentieth 
chapter that from which the DEAD will be judged. The 
judgment of the living preceding the millennium, 
the judgment of the dead following it. 

Now, though the judgments of this Book are God’s, 
being held in His own right hand, He has purposed 
to carry them into execution by man. For the Father 
judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment 
unto the Son, because He is the Son of Mam: as it is 
written, “He hath appointed a day in the which He 
will judge the world by that Man whom He hath 
appointed.” The time for His appointment as Judge 
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of the world has now come. The iniquity of the age 
has come to the full, and the earth is now ripe for judg- 
ment. A mighty angel, therefore, with a loud voice, 
speaking in the hearing of heaven and earth and hell, 
exclaims, “ Who is worthy to take the Book and open 
the seals thereof?” But lo, there is no response, a 
dead and awful silence prevails throughout heaven 
and earth and hell. The redemption of mankind 
depending upon some man being able to do this, and 
no one being found worthy even to look upon it, John 
therefore weeps much. In the midst of despairing 
silence and bitter tears, one of the elders said unto 
him, Weep not. Behold! the Lion of Judah hath 
prevailed to take the Book and open the seals thereof. 
And he looked, and lo, in the midst of the throne stood 
a Lamb as it had been slain, and He came and took the 
Book out of the right hand of Him that sat upon the 
throne, and immediately the AWFUL SILENCE of heaven 
and earth and hell burst forth into a great new song : 
the Living Ones and the elders, on account of their 
nearness to Him, addressing Him in the second person, 
saying, “ Thou art worthy to take the Book and open 
the seals thereof; for Thow wast slain, and hast re- 
deemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred 
and tongue, and people and nation; and hast made 
us unto our God kings and priests : and we shall reign 
upon the earth.” The angels being further removed 
from Him, addressing Him in the third person, say- 
ing, with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
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and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing ! ” 
And every creature in heaven and earth and hell and 
sea followed, saying, “ Blessing, and honour, and glory, 
and power be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.” And the Living 
Ones said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and 
worshipped. Thus the whole universe adjudged Him 
worthy of becoming the judicial Lion, on the grounds 
that He had submitted Himself to become the Sacri- 
ficial Lamb. On the same grounds also, it must be 
noted, that only those who are partakers of Christ’s 
sufferings can possibly be partakers of His glory. This 
is shown by the song of the Living Ones and elders, 
the song of the Church, which differs from the other 
two songs of angels and men. Neither angels nor 
unbelieving men have suffered with Christ, but the 
members of His church have, and it is they only who 
sing, “ And wE shall REIGN on the earth.” 

The slain Lamb, once overcome by earth and hell, 
now gets the victory, and turns the despairing silence of 
the universe into eternal song. The world that judged 
Him is now about to be judged by Him. Appointed by 
God as Judge, with the approval and consent of the 
whole universe, He proceeds at once to His solemn task. 

The part which the Living Ones, who represent 
the Church, share with the Lord in dispensing these 
judgments, must not be overlooked: for while Christ 
opens the seals, it is they who say with voice like 
thunder, “Go!” In the best manuscripts only one 
word is used, and this word is translated m the New 
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Testament either “ go” or “come,” according to the 
context. Here it should be “go,” as the whole con- 
text shows. It is the thunder-like word of command : 
not addressed to John, but the horse and his Rider. Itis 
the voice of authority, which says, “Go! AND HE GOETH.” 


THE CONQUESTS OF ANTICHRIST. 


“ Another shall come in his own name, him shall ye 
TeCeve.” 
REV. VI. 

And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, 
and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of the 
four living creatures saying, Go! And I saw, and 
behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a 
bow ; and a crown was given unto him: and he went 
forth conquering, and to conquer. 


THE JUDGMENT OF WAR. 


“And nation shall rise agawnst nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom.” — Mutt. xxiv. 


And when He had opened the second seal, I heard 
the second living creature say, Go! And there went 
out another horse that was red : and power was given 
to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, 
and that they should kill one another: and there was 
given unto him a great sword. 


THE JUDGMENT OF FAMINE. 
“ And there shall be famines.” — Matt. xxiv. 


And when He had opened the third seal, I heard 
the third living creature say, Go! And I beheld, and 
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lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair 
of balances in his hand. And I heard a voice in the 
midst of the four living creatures say, A measure of 
wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a 
penny ; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine. 


THE JUDGMENT OF PESTILENCE. 
“ And pestilences.”— Matt. xxiv. 


And when He had opened the fourth seal, I heard 
the voice of the fourth living creature say, Go! And 
I looked, and behold a pale horse ; and his name who 
sat on him was Death, and hell followed with him. 
And power was given unto them over the fourth part 
of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and 
with pestilence, and with the beasts of the earth. 


In considerimg the import of these seals, it must 
not be forgotten that they are, one and all, judgment 
seals, connected with the judgment of the earth. By 
means of them, the Lord is to “send forth judgment 
unto Victory,” for “when His judgments are abroad 
the inhabitants of the earth will learn righteousness.” 
The horse in Scripture is the symbol for swift, 
wrresistible power. The white horse of the first seal 
points to a great universal CONQUEST, accomplished by 
a swift, irresistible, and all-prevailng Power. The 
rider goes forth first as a plain warrior. Doing great 
things, a crown is then given him; after which, he 
continues conquering. Does this refer to the Beast 
of the eleventh and thirteenth chapters, who coming 
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on the scene as a vile person, yet through his great 
military energy advances like the rising tide, none 
being able to war with him, until at last he sits as 
God in the temple of God? This much is certain, 
that his sovereignty of the earth was attained by a 
swift, irresistible, and uninterrupted CoNQUEST: not 
more than four years elapsing from the time he appears 
as a “vile person,” to the time when he appears as 
Emperor of the Earth. This same is the antichrist 
referred to by the Lord when, speaking to the Jews, 
He said, “ ANoTHER shall come in his own name, and 
him will ye receive.” For a week of years he is to go 
forth conquering and to conquer: beginning the week 
by making a covenant with the holy people—the Jews, 
breaking it in the midst of the week, and becoming 
their open enemy. Then under the cover of a great 
power he advances from one wickedness to another, 
until at last the whole earth is enthralled by him in 
the meshes of an irresistible and incredible tyranny. 

The red horse of the second seal is the symbol for 
wars. To his Rider is given the great sword by which 
he is to take peace from the earth. 

The black horse of the third seal is the symbol for 
famines ; the balances in the hands of the Rider in- 
dicating the great scarcity of food, now measured by 
weight. 

The pale horse of the fourth seal is the symbol for 
pestilences : whose Rider’s name is Death, and Hell 
follows with him. And lest these symbols should be mis- 
understood, it is plainly stated im the following verse: 


: 


The Judgment Petition. 97 


“And power was given unto them over the fourth 
part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, 
and with pestilence, and with the Beasts of the earth.” 
These are the same four sore judgments of the Lord 
spoken of in Ezekiel, by which He is to plead with 
all flesh. Though the whole earth will doubtless 
suffer indirectly through them, they are to be limited 
to the fourth part. According to these seals, therefore, 
the fourth part of the earth for seven years will present 
nothing but the awful scenes of conquests, wars, 
famines, and pestilences. And is not the present 
state of things hastening forward in this direction ? 


THE JUDGMENT PETITION. 


“Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and 
shall kill you.” —Matt. xxiv. 
REY. VI. 9. 

And when He had opened the fifth seal, I saw under 
the altar the souls of them who were slain for the Word 
of God, and for the testimony which they held: and 
they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, 
holy and true, dost Thou not judge and avenge our 
blood on them that dwell on the earth? And white 
robes were given unto every one of them; and it 
was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a 
little season, until their fellow-servants also and their 
brethren, that should be killed as they were, should 
be fulfilled. 


This seal unveils the souls of the martyrs in heaven 
under the altar. Their souls are beheld wnder the 
7 
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altar, because their bodies had been sacrificed for the 
truth on earth. And like as the priest in olden times, 
when he had killed the holy sacrifice, poured the blood 
of the victim under the altar (for the life is in the blood), 
so here their souls, or life’s blood as the word means, 
are seen under the altar : and thus also are they declared 
to be sacrifices accepted of God, and yet, awaiting the 
time when He will make inquisition for their blood at 
the hand of those by whom it was shed. From this holy 
place, therefore, they pray the judgment prayer: “ How 
long, O Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not judge 
and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the 
earth ?” 

Earth had reviled their holy names, but heaven gives 
each a spotless robe : the pledge of their yet unanswered 
prayers. The righteous Lord had not forgotten them. 
Their number not being yet completed, explains the 
delay of judgment. 


QUAKING EARTH AND SHAKING HEAVENS. 


The sign of the coming of the Son of Man. 


REy. vi. 12. 


And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, 
and, lo, there was a great. earthquake ; and the sun 
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became 
as blood ; and the stars of heaven fell into the earth, 
even as a fig-tree casteth her unripe figs, when it is 
shaken of a mighty wind. And the heaven departed 
as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every 
mountain and island were moyed out of their places, 
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The wailing because of Him.—Maitt. xxiv. 


And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and 
the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty 
men, and every bond man, and every free man, hid 
themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; 
and said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and 
hide us from the face of Him who sitteth on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day 
of their wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand ? 


Here are indeed the awful premonitory signs of 
the Second Advent, called in Scripture by way of 
distinction, “the signs of the coming of the Son of 
Man,” the terrible convulsions of nature, the quaking 
of the earth and the shaking of the heavens. When 
the Law which came by Moses, was given on Sinai, 
the earth shook and trembled, but when He, by whom 
came grace and truth, returns, not the earth only, but 
the heavens also shall be shaken : as it is written, “It 
shall come to pass in the last days, saith the Lord, that 
I will shake not only the earth, but also the heavens.” 
This is the sign concerning which there can be no 
mistake, and which at once arouses universal appre- 
hension and dread. In the midst of a great earthquake, 
and a great horror of darkness, for the sun is now 
clothed in sackcloth and the moon is as blood, and 
in the midst of stars from heaven falling, the mighty 
magnates of the earth, frantic with fear, hide them- 
selves in the caves and rocks of the mountains, imploring 
the rocks and mountains to fall upon them, that they 
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see not the face of God, nor the wrath of the Lamb. 
Where is now their pomp and pride? Where is now 
their ungodly ease and self-possession? Where is now 
their scepticism and scorn? All; gone in a moment 
through the shaking of all things by the glorious 
Lord. 


The gathering of His elect from the four winds.— 
Matt. xxiv. 
REV. VII. 

And after these things I saw four angels standing 
upon the four corners of the earth, holding the four 
winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow 
upon the earth, nor upon the sea, nor upon any 
tree. 

And I saw another angel ascending from the east, 
having the seal of the living God: and he cried with 
a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given 
to hurt the earth and the sea, saying, Hurt not the 
earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed 
the servants of our God in their foreheads. And I 
heard the number of them who were sealed : and there 
were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand 
of all the tribes of the children of Israel. 


Of the tribe of Juda were sealed twelve thousand : 

Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand : 
Of the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve thousand : 

Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand: 

Of the tribe of Nepthalim were sealed twelve thousand : 
Of the tribe of Manasses were sealed twelve thousand : 
Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand : 
Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand: 

Of the tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve thousand : 
Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand : 
Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve thousand : 
Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand, 
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Immediately after the awful convulsions of nature, 
at the opening of the sixth seal, there is a lull. This 
respite is appointed for the purpose of sealing the servants 
ofGod. The four angels commissioned to hurt the earth 
and sea are standing upon the four corners of the 
earth, holding the four destructive blasts. Another angel 
ascending from the east, having the seal of the living 
God, cries with a loud voice to the four angels, saying, 
“Hold ! until we have sealed the servants of our God 
in their foreheads.” For their sakes the Divine blasts 
about to hurt the earth and sea are withheld. 

The men sealed are the sons of Israel: twelve 
thousand of each tribe, a representative number, being 
a First-fruits of the approaching Harvest, when “ All 
Israel shall be saved.” They are sealed as the witnesses 
of His mercy and truth to Israel, durmg this awful 
period of judgment and delusion which precedes “ His 
appearing and kingdom.” The next vision shows 
that all the gospel witnesses who had been sealed from 
the day of Pentecost with the Holy Spirit, were now 
gone from the earth. And as God never leaves the 
earth without a witness, hence the sealing again of the 
hundred and forty-four thousand. 

This sealing was to God the sign of His Witness ; 
the mark of His Property ; and the token of His Love. 
To them, it was the guarantee of their security in the 
midst of the Divine judgments; the pledge of God’s 
promises in the midst of lying wonders; and the 
earnest of their ultimate victory over the Beast, and 
participation in the glory of the everlasting kingdom. 
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A VICTORIOUS MULTITUDE. 
REv. Vil. 9, 

After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which 
no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, 
and peoples, and tongues, stood before the throne, 
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands; and cried with a loud voice, 
saying, Salvation unto our God, who sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb! And all the angels 
stood round about the throne, and about the elders 
and the four living creatures, and fell before the throne 
on their faces, and worshipped God. 

Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, 
and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, 
be unto our God for ever and ever! Amen. 


OUT OF THE GREAT TRIBULATION. 


And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, 
Who are these that are arrayed in white robes? and 
whence came they? And I said unto him, Sir, thou 
knowest. And he said to me, These are they who 
(are just) come out of the great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne 
of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple ; 
and He who sitteth upon the throne shall dwell among 
them. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any 
more ; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any 
heat. For the Lamb, who is in the midst of the throne, 
shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains 
of waters; and God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes. 


A Great Multitude Saved. 103 


The vision of this vast multitude fills the seer with 
surprise and perplexity. He is quite at a loss to know 
who they are, and where they have come from. To 
his unspoken difficulty one of the elders answers, say- 
ing, “ Who are these, and whence have they come ?” 
Replying to the last question first, “Where have they 
come from?” he says, “THESE HAVE JUST COME OUT 
OF THE GREAT TRIBULATION.” Not being ready when 
the Lord returned, they had been left behind to go 
through the great tribulation, from which only those 
are spared whose lives are devoted to the Lord in 
service and suffering—as it is written: Because thou 
hast kept the word of My suffering, I also will keep 
thee from the hour of tribulation which is to try the 
whole earth. Having informed him whence they have 
come, he next tells him who they are. These, he says, 
are they who a little ago were defiled and left behind 
on earth, but now are washed and transported to stand 
before the throne. These have no seats upon the throne, 
like the overcomers, but stand before it. These have 
found their palms but lost their crowns. These are 
saved to serve in His temple, not to reign on the earth. 
These are not, like the overcomers, to shepherdise the 
nations with a rod of iron, but the Lamb is to 
shepherdise them and lead them into living fountains 
of waters. 

From these words, it is evident that this multitude had 
been left behind at the rapture of the overcomers, who 
are seen in heaven prior to the great Tribulation seated 
on thrones attached to the throne, and crowned with 
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golden crowns. The individuals of this multitude 
have no crowns. Through wavering and unwatch- 
fulness respecting the Lord’s Advent, they have suffered 
themselves to be robbed of them, though the Lord had 
solemnly warned them, saying, “Hold fast till I come, 
that no man take thy crown.” 

Their garments which they had suffered to become 
spotted by the flesh and the world, and for which they 
were left behind, they have now washed, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb: on account of 
which, they now stand before the throne. The palm 
branch in their hand is the emblem of their present 
joy and triumph—triumph over the enemies of the 
Tribulation, and joy in reaching the throne of God 
and the Lamb. 

Both are indeed saved, but with this difference, the 
one is saved to stand and serve; the other, to sié and 
rule. This distinction comes out with marked clear- 
ness in their respective shout and song of thanksgiving. 
The shout of this multitude is Salvation ! and though 
a great salvation, yet salvation only. The song of the 
Living Ones and elders is Salvation and Sovereignty : 
“Thou hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood”— 
Salvation! “and hast made us unto our God kings 
and priests, and we shall reign on the earth”— 
Sovereignty : hence their thrones and crowns, 

The same distinction is symbolically set forth by 
the woman and man-child of the twelfth and, thirteenth 
chapters. The woman is the great visible Church of 
Christendom. The man-child with which she travails 
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is the small body of true believers within the great 
body of mere professors. 

Because the man-child she is about to bring forth is 
appointed to rule all nations, the Dragon places himself 
before the woman to devour her man-child as soon as 
born, but her child is caught up to God and His throne. 
The hour of birth is the time of separation from the 
mother and manifestation for the child. And as here, 
so will it be on the morning of the Resurrection, when 
the small body of believers, born from the womb of 
Christendom, and separated therefrom, shall be caught 
up to God and His throne, and henceforth manifested 
to angels and men. The man-child is taken, and the 
woman is left: the child—the handful—is taken, and 
the mother—the many—is left. The Dragon, dis- 
appointed in devouring the child, begins now to per- 
secute the woman. For three and a half years she 
passes through the ordeal of the great Tribulation, 
in which MANY are to be purified, made white and tried, 
and then to her is given the wings of the eagle, whereby 
she reaches the place prepared of God, where for 
another three and a half years she is nourished from 
the face of the serpent. 

The man-child is the infant handful, corresponding 
here to the Living Ones and elders, whose song is 
Salvation and Sovereignty. The woman is the pro- 
fessing multitude left behind, and passing through 
the great Tribulation, and thereby converted to the 
Lord, and taken up at its close, as seen in this vision 
of the “ palm-branch multitude,” who are saved indeed, 
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yet so as by fire; appointed neither to sit on thrones, 
nor rule in judgment; but to stand before God, and 
serve in His temple. 

In this prophecy there are no less than four distinct 
companies of the redeemed that come before the eye 
of the seer. The first are the overcomers of the 2nd 
and 3rd chapters; the second, this great multitude 
of the 7th chapter ; the third, the 144,000 of Israel ; 
and the fourth, the remnant of the woman’s seed who 
keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, 
and thus get the victory over the Beast, and the 
number of his name. The first two clearly belong 
to the church, and the last two to Israel. Israel and 
the church—these are the two Divinely-chosen in- 
struments by which the great Architect is to make 
out of the whole earth a sanctuary for Himself. For 
by means of these two, the whole earth is to be filled 
with His glory, and all flesh is yet to see the salvation 
of our God. Israel is yet to be gathered and estab- 
lished in the midst of the nations for their salvation 
and blessing, and the church also is to be gathered to 
Christ and glorified in the midst of Israel in holy rule, 
seated upon their Twelve Thrones: as spoken by the 
Lord, “ye that have left all and followed Me, in the 
regeneration, the new-born times, ye shall sié upon 
twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 


THE PRELUDE TO THE SEVENTH SEAL. 


The redeemed being now removed from earth to 
heaven, all things are ready for the opening of the 


Silence in Feaven. 107 


seventh seal, which contains the vengeance and wrath 
of Almighty God; when all that has been declared 
by His servants concerning “the day of vengeance,” 
and “ the wrath to come,” shall be fulfilled to the letter ! 
These be the days of vengeance such as never was since 
the world began, spoken of by Jesus, the Lord. 

The opening of the seventh seal reveals a great and 
awful SILENCE FOR THE SPACE OF HALF AN HOUR ! Silence 
im heaven! Silence among all the sons of God that 
shout for joy! Silence among the choirs of the re- 
deemed, whose rapturous songs are as the sound 
of many waters! Silence, ominously and awfully 
significant ! God is about to avenge His own elect, 
that cried day and night unto Him. After having 
borne long with them, He is about to judge and avenge 
the blood of the martyrs on them that dwell on the 
earth, and after a long, long interval He is now about 
to remember their blood and require it. All the past 
wrongs of His people are about to be redressed ; and 
all the prayers of the persecuted on earth and the 
martyred in heaven about to be answered. 

This significant silence, the prelude of judgment, 
is broken by the presentation of seven trumpets to 
the seven angels that stand before God. Another 
angel then approaches toward the golden altar, holding 
in his hand a golden censer; and there was given 
to him the much incense of Christ’s merit, that he 
should add it unto the prayers of all saints upon the 
golden altar which is before the throne. And the 
smoke (or odour) of the incense, with the prayers of 
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the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel’s 
hand. And thus, the prayers of all saimts, from the 
first to the last, being preserved in heaven, and mixed 
with the much incense of Jesus, are offered in the mass 
on the eve of the day of wrath. 


“THE WRATH TO COME.” 
Rey. vu. 1-13, 

And when He had opened the seventh seal, there 
was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour. 

And I saw the seven angels who stood before God ; 
and to them were given seven trumpets. 

And another angel came and stood at the altar, 
having a golden censer; and there was given unto 
him much incense, that he should add it unto the 
prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was 
before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, 
with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God 
out of the angel’s hand. And the angel took the censer, 
and fiiled it with fire of the altar, and cast it upon the 
earth ; and there were voices, and thunderings, and 
lightnings, and an earthquake. 


MEN SMITTEN IN THE THIRD PART OF THEIR 
ESSENTIAL ENVIRONMENTS. 


And the seven angels who had the seven trumpets 
prepared themselves to sound. And the first angel 
sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled 
with blood, and they were cast upon the earth; and 
the third part of trees was burned up, and all green 
grass was burned up. 
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And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great 
mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: 
and the third part of the sea became blood ; and the 
third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and 
had life, died; and the third part of the ships were 
destroyed. 

And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great 
star from heaven, burning as it were a torch, and it 
fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the 
fountains of waters ; and the name of the star is called 
Wormwood : and the third part of the waters became 
wormwood ; and many men died of the waters because 
they were made bitter. 

And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part 
of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, 
and the third part of the stars ; so that the third part 
of them was darkened, and the day shone not for a 
third part of it, and the night likewise. 

And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through 
the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, 
wor, WOE to the inhabitants of the earth, by reason 
of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, 
which are yet to sound, 


Here indeed is a repetition of the same terrible judg- 
ments which once fell upon Egypt, but now extended 
to the third part of the earth. As those in Egypt 
were not figurative but literal judgments, so, without 
doubt, will these be. The first is a judgment on the 
green earth ; the second, on the salt sea; the third, 
on the fresh waters; and the fourth, on the heavenly 
lights. The order also is the same as the judgments 
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of Egypt: first, men are smitten in their property; 
then, tormented in person; and then—struck with 
death. 


THE FIRST WOE. 


MEN TORMENTED IN PERSON. 
Rey. rx. 1-12. 

And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall 
from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given 
the key of the bottomless pit. And he opened the 
bottomless pit, and there arose a smoke out of the 
pit as the smoke of a great furnace ; and the sun and 
the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the 
pit. And there came out of the smoke locusts upon 
the earth: and unto them was given power, as the 
scorpions of the earth have power. And it was com- 
manded them that they should not hurt the grass of 
the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree ; 
but only those men who have not the seal of God in 
their foreheads. And to them it was given that they 
should not kill them, but that they should be tormented 
five months; and their torment was as the torment 
of the scorpion, when he striketh a man. And in 
those days shall men seek death, and shall not find 
it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from 
them. And the appearance of the locusts was like 
unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads 
were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces were 
as the faces of men. And they had hair as the hair 
of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions. 
And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of 
iron ; and the sound of their wings was as the sound 
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of chariots of many horses running to battle. And 
they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings 
in their tails ; and their power was to hurt men five 
months. And they had a king over them, who is the 
angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew 
tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his 
name Apollyon. 


The fallen star here is Satan, called in Scripture, 
“TLucifer—star of the morning.” 

As the keys of death and hell had been transferred 
from him to Christ on the occasion of His descent into 
hell, so here, one of these keys, the key of hell, is given 
him as a means of terrible judgment for the earth. 
The abyss which had been locked up ever since Christ 
ascended therefrom, he now opens, and there issued 
smoke like a furnace, filling the air and darkening the 
sun. Out of the smoke comes an infernal kind of 
locusts furnished with a scorpion sting, commissioned 
not to kill but to give torment to all that dwell on the 
earth, except the men who have the seal of God in their 
foreheads. The fearful severity of this plague, which 
lasts for five months, is manifest from the fact, that in 
the midst thereof “ men shall seek for death, and shall 
not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall 
flee from them.” 

The whole context shows that this judgment, unlike 
the preceding, is to be executed by infernal agents 
of an extraordinary character. Let us not forget that 
it refers to the day of judgment, the day of miracle, 
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the day in which He will show great wonders in heaven 
and earth. 

The first woe is past; and behold, there came two 
woes more hereafter. 


THE SECOND WOE. 


THE THIRD PART OF MEN SLAIN. 
Rev. Ix. 18-21. 

And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice 
from the four horns of the golden altar which is before 
God, saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, 
Loose the four angels who are bound in the great river 
Euphrates. And the four angels were loosed, who were 
prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and 
a year, for to slay the third part of men. And the 
number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred 
thousand thousand : and I heard the number of them. 
And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them 
that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of 
jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses 
were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths 
issued fire and smoke, and brimstone. By these three 
was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by 
the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out 
of their mouths. For their power is in their mouth, 
and in their tails: for their tails were like unto serpents, 
and had heads, and with them they do hurt. And the 
rest of the men who were not killed by these plagues 
yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they 
should not worship demons, and idols of gold, and | 
silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood ; which neither 
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can see, nor hear, nor walk: neither repented they 
of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their 
fornication, nor of their thefts. 


This judgment also is of the same character as the 
preceding, in which a vast host is numbered and sent 
forth to slay the third of mankind. This woe being 
introduced by a voice from the altar connects it as 
the answer to the judgment petition of the martyrs: 
“How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not 
judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on 
the earth ?” That prayer is now about to be answered. 
The “little while” they were told to wait has expired. 
This army is numbered and commissioned for the 
purpose. By the slaughter of the third part of men, 
they are thus to judge and avenge their blood on them 
that dwell on the earth. 

Think of the number of His army—200,000,000. 
Two hundred millions! covering an area half a mile 
broad and a thousand miles long! Was there ever 
such an army? Led forward in judgment under the 
generalship of four angels for the inevitable slaughter 
of the third part of ungodly men. 

How suggestive are the words, “And the rest of 
the men, who were not killed by these plagues, yer 
repented not !” clearly showing that the hand of judg- 
ment is moved by a heart that delighteth in mercy. 
Is not judgment His strange work? And is not the 
gracious design of all His judgments to lead to repent- 
ance? But alas for the awful obduracy of the human 
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heart, that, over mercy and judgment, goes downward 
to perdition ! 

Of the seven trumpets, the last three, by reason 
of their severity, are called woes: for, while by the 
first four, men are smitten in their property; by the 
last three, they are smitten in person. 

Mark how each succeeding judgment grows darker 
and heavier than the preceding, until the awful climax 
is reached in the sounding of the seventh angel! 
At first, only the third part of those things which 
minister to man’s pleasures and needs are smitten ; 
and then, being tormented in person five months, 
the third part of men are slain by His terrible army: 
showing that He is loth to judge though swift to 
bless. 

The gracious purpose of all God’s judgments, as 
here, must not be overlooked. It must ever be re- 
membered, that these judgments, great and terrible 
though they be, are a necessary preliminary to the 
establishment of righteousness and the reign of Christ. 
They are the morning clouds which will be dispersed 
at the appearing of Christ the Sun of Righteousness. 
He must first burn the tares, ere He can garner His 
wheat. He must first break in pieces the oppressors, 
ere the meek can inherit the earth. He must first 
destroy them which have destroyed the earth, ere men 
can be blest in Him and all nations call Him Blessed. 
For this cause He shall send forth judgments unto 
victory ; that by them, the inhabitants of the earth 
might learn righteousness. However calamitous, there- 
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fore, at their beginning and progress, they are ultimately 
to end in a victory for Righteousness. 

These judgments, without doubt, are confined to 
Christendom. The whole earth will be judged. But 
as judgment is to begin at the house of God, so the 
part of the earth first judged will be Christendom, 
which may roughly be reckoned a third of the whole. 
Accordingly, it is the third part of the earth, sea, waters, 
lights, and men that are smitten. 


A GLORIOUS VISION. 
Rev, x. 1-11. 
This chapter brings us to a brief pause in the righteous 
judgments of God, during which a glorious vision is 


introduced. 


THE CEREMONY OF TAKING POSSESSION. 


And I saw another mighty angel come down from 
heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was 
upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, 
and his feet as pillars of fire ; and he had in his right 
hand a little book open: and he set his right foot on 
the sea, and his left foot on the earth, and cried with 
a loud voice as when a lion roareth ; and when he 
had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices. And 
when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I 
was about to write: and I heard a voice from heaven 
saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven 
thunders uttered, and write them not. 


The little book seems to point to the special testimony 
of the two anointed prophets of the eleventh chapter, 
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The significant act of the angel in planting his right 
foot on the sea, and his left on the earth, denotes, 
according to an Eastern custom, that the Lord, the 
owner, is now about to take possession of both; that 
the usurper, the Prince of this world, is about to be 
cast out; that the strong man in the parable is about to 
be bound by the Stronger than he, dismantled of his 
armour wherein he trusted, and spoiled of all his goods. 

As in the riches of His mercy God haa revealed to 
us so much of the future, in the same mercy also He 
has withheld the awful utterance of the seven thunders. 
That it is fraught with evil is evident, but what it is, 
the day alone will declare! Observe that this ia the 
only portion of the hook that is sealed ; concerning all 
the rest, the Lord says at the close, Seal nor the sayings 
of the prophecy of this book : for the time is at hand, 


DECLARED ON OATH. 
Ezy. x, 6, 

And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and 
upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven [the attitude 
of taking an oath], and sware by Him that liveth for 
ever and ever, who created heaven, and earth, and sea, 
and all that is in them, that there should he dday no 
longer: but in the days of the voice of the seventh 
angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of 
God should be finished, as He hath declared to His 
servants the prophets. 


Here the Lord’s messenger declares on oath, that 
though the act of taking possession of the earth hag 
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been 90 long deferred, there will he delay no longer : 
but in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel, 
the kingdoms of the world shall become the kingdom 
of our Lord and His Christ, 

Clearly showing that the seventh trumpet ia to fill 
up the wrath of God and to finish the mystery, as 
declared in the sixteenth chapter: “And the seventh 
angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came 
a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the 
throne, saying, lv 16 pon.” It is necessary here to note, 
that as the seventh seal contains the seven trumpets, 
#0 the seventh trumpet contains the seven last vials or 
plagues ; in which the wrath of God is filled up. 


THE LITTLE BOOK, 
Rev, x, 8, 

And the voice which I heard from heaven spake to 
me again, and said, Go and take the little book which 
is open in the hand of the angel who standeth upon 
the sea and upon the earth, And I went unto the 
angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. 
And he said unto me, Take it and eat it up: and it 
shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth 
sweet as honey. And I took the little book out of 
the angel’s hand, and ate it up; and it was in my 
mouth sweet as honey: and a6 soon as I had eaten 
it, my belly was bitter, And he said unto me, THou 
must prophesy AOMIN before mony peoples, ond mations, 
and tongues, and kings, 


Ia thia same John, then, to be one of the two 
anointed prophete in the following chapter who sre 
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to prophesy three and a half years, before many 
peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings? Be 
that as it may, the following chapter abundantly 
testifies that, while the Word of God is always sweet 
in the mouth of His faithful servants, the consequence 
of keeping it in the heart, and giving it utterance by 
life and lip, is often bitter. 


GOD’S WITNESSES IN JERUSALEM. 
Rey. xi, 1-14. 

And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and 
the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple 
of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 
But the court which is without the temple leave out, 
and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: 
and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty - 
and two months. And I will give power unto my 
two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand 
two hundred and threescore days [three and a half 
Jewish years], clothed in sackcloth. These are the 
two olive trees and the two candlesticks standing before 
the God of the earth [for explanation read the fourth - 
chapter of Zechariah]. And if any man hurt them, 
fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth 
their enemies: and if any man hurt them, he must in 
this manner be killed. These have power to shut 
heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: 
and have power over waters to turn them into blood, 
and to smite the earth with all plagues as often as 
they will. And when they shall have finished their 
testimony, the Beast that ascendeth out of the 
bottomless pit shall make war with them, and shall 


Two Wonderful Witnesses. 119 


overcome them, and kill them. And their dead bodies 
shall lie in the street of the great city, which 
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our 
Lord was crucified. And they of the peoples, and 
kindreds, and tongues, and nations shall see their dead 
bodies three days and a half, and shall not suffer their 
dead bodies to be put in graves. And they that dwell 
upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, 
and shall send gifts one to another; because these 
two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth. 
And after three days and a half the Spirit of life from 
God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet ; 
and great fear fell upon them that saw them. And 
they heard a great voice from heaven, saying unto 
them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to 
heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them. 
And the same hour there was a great earthquake, 
and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake 
were slain of men seven thousand : and the remnant 
were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven. 
THE SECOND WOE IS PAST; and, behold the third 
woe cometh quickly. 


God has never left Himself without a witness on 
the earth. In the darkest times, there has always 
been a Noah, an Elijah, and a John the Baptist. So 
here during the days of the seventh seal, the unparalleled 
period of the world’s history, are beheld two burning 
and shining lights, endued with such plenitude of 
the Spirit as befits the days of their testimony. 

But what is the meaning of these words, “ Jerusalem, 
the holy city,” “the temple,” “the altar,” “and the 
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worshippers therein”? Are not these things of the 
past? Yes; and of the future also. Call to mind 
the words of the Lord concerning His ancient people. 
Were not His last words to them as a nation, “ Ye shall 
not see Me until ye shall say, Blessed is He that cometh 
in the name of the Lord”? And again it is written, 
“ Blindness hath happened in part to Israel, wntil the 
fulness of the times of the Gentiles; and then, all 
Israel shall be saved.” When, therefore, the Lord 
Jesus shall come in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory, the Jews, who are still looking for 
such a glorious Redeemer, shall say of Him whom 
they accursed, “ Blessed is He that cometh in the name 
of the Lord! Hosannah in the highest!” And 
then the natural branch, once broken off because of 
unbelief, shall again be grafted in upon the Root of 
David ; and it shall flourish and bring forth much 
fruit; for “all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, 
A Deliverer shall come out of Zion, and He shall turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob ; for this is My covenant 
with them, saith the Lord, when I shall take away 
their sins.” 

When, therefore, the fulness of the times of the 
Gentiles will expire at the Lord’s coming, or sixth 
seal, God shall again—as clearly shown by this chapter 
—work on the earth by means of His ancient people: 
the centre of Divine operation being Jerusalem. 

The very existence of the Jews, scattered as they 
are upon the face of the whole earth, is one of the 
standing miracles of to-day. And for what purpose 
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are they thus preserved, if it be not for the fulfilment 
of His own word concerning them? The only two 
nations of antiquity which have come down to the 
present day pure and unmixed are the Arabs and 
the Israelites. Thus has God honoured Abraham His 
friend, and given him a seed as distinct and numerous 
and scattered as the stars of heaven. 

From the above paragraph it is evident that the 
two witnesses and the Beast are co-temporary, As 
soon as the Church is taken up, the two witnesses 
begin their testimony, and continue it for forty and 
two months—three and a half years; during which 
time they are invulnerable against the whole world, 
When they have finished their testimony, the Beast 
overcomes and kills them, and then continues his 
diabolic reign for another forty and two months, three 
and a half years: after which he is brought to naught 
by the manifested glory of the Lord. 

From these two periods, the three and a half years 
of the witnesses and the three and a half years of the 
Beast, we get the SEVEN yrEars’ duration of the great 
Tribulation. 


THIRD WOE. 


GREAT TRIUMPH AND THANKSGIVING IN HEAVEN. 
Rev, x1. 15-19. 
And the seventh angel sounded ; and there were 
great voices in heaven, saying, THE KINGDOM OF THE 
WORLD IS BECOME THE KINGDOM OF OUR LORD, AND OF 
His Curist ; AND Hb SHALL REIGN FOR EVER AND EVER ! 
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And the four and twenty elders, who sat before God 
on their thrones, fell upon their faces and worshipped 
God, saying, We give Thee thanks, O Lord God 
Almighty, who art, and wast, and art to come; because 
Thou hast taken to Thee Thy great power, and hast 
reigned ; and the nations were angry, and Thy wrath 
is come, and the time of the dead that they should 
be judged, and that Thou shouldest give their reward 
unto Thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, 
and them that fear Thy name, small and great; and 
shouldest destroy them that destroy the earth. 

And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and 
there was seen in His temple the ark of His testament : 
and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, 
and an earthquake, and great hail. 


The reader must now mark that, immediately after 
the sounding of each of the six preceding trumpets, 
great and terrible judgments have followed. The 
seventh trumpet has already sounded, but as yet 
no judgments have fallen upon the earth. Nothing 
has yet followed the sounding of the seventh angel, 
except the great triumph and thanksgiving IN HEAVEN ; 
as in verses 15 to 18. But the 19th verse is awfully 
indicative of wrath about to be revealed. Yet in vain 
do we look into chapters xii., xiii., and xiv. for the 
response to the sounding of the seventh angel. Is 
there, then, no response, and is the sounding of the 
seventh angel an exception to all the rest? No, the 
seventh trumpet is no exception to the others, and is 
indeed followed by an awful response of wrath ; but to 
find it we must turn to chapters xv. and xvi., where, 


“ 
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the temple in heaven being opened, as in chapter xi. 
and verse 19, seven angels are seen coming out of 
the temple, having the last seven plagues (chapter 
xy. 5), 

The great rejoicing in heaven which immediately 
followed the sounding of the seventh trumpet, was 
evidently owing to the fact that the mystery of God 
was about to be finished; as the angel of the tenth 
chapter with solemn oath declared. And so, no sooner 
had the seventh angel sounded, than all heaven with 
glad acclaim lifts up its voice, saying, “The kingdoms 
of the world have become the kingdom of our Lord, 
and of His Christ; and He shall reign for ever and 
ever!” Then follow, with solemn, adoring gratitude, 
the four and twenty elders, saying, “We give Thee 
thanks, O Lord God Almighty, who art, and wast, and 
art to come; because Thou hast taken to Thee Thy 
great power and hast reigned ; and the nations were 
angry, and Thy wrath is come, and the time of the 
dead that they should be judged, and That Thou 
shouldest give their reward unto Thy servants, the 
prophets, and to the saints, and to them that fear Thy 
name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them 
that destroy the earth.” 

Followmg these great voices, which are heard wm 
heaven, is seen a sign in heaven,—great and marvellous, 
—seven angels having seven golden vials full of the 
wrath of God (chapter xv.). And in the first verse 
of the sixteenth chapter it is written: “And I heard 
a great voice out of the temple of heaven saying to 
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the seven angels, Go your ways and pour out the vials 
of the wrath of God upon the earth.” THE SIXTEENTH 
CHAPTER, THEREFORE, IS THE AWFUL RESPONSE TO THE 
SOUNDING OF THE SEVENTH ANGEL (chapter xi. 15). 

It must be noted here, that as the seventh seal has 
seven trumpets, so the seventh trumpet has seven 
vials. Therefore, to keep the eye upon the order of 
events, the fifteenth and sixteenth chapters must be 
read immediately after the eleventh. 


THE WOMAN AND THE DRAGON. 
Rey, xu. 1-17, 

And there appeared a great sign in heaven ; a woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, 
and upon her head a crown of twelve stars; and she, 
being with child, cried, travailing in birth, and pained 
to be delivered. And there appeared another sign 
in heaven ; and behold a great red dragon, having 
seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon 
his heads. And his tail drew the third part of the 
stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth ; and 
the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to 
be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was 
born, And she brought forth a man-child, who was 
to rule all nations with a rod of iron; and her child 
was caught up unto God, and to His throne. And 
the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a 
place prepared of God, that they should feed her there 
a thousand two hundred and threescore days. 


The woman is the symbol of Christendom, which at 
the beginning was irradiated and clothed with the Sun 
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of Righteousness. The ministry of Christ to the Church 
was the ministry of the sun; as He Himself said, “I 
am the Light of the world, he that followeth after 
Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the Light 
of life.” When the sun had set, the ministry of the 
Spirit to the Church was the ministry of the moon ; 
given for the night as a light to her feet and a lamp 
to her path—a reflective Light, as the Lord has said, 
“To take of Mine and show it unto you.” The ministry 
of the twelve to the Church was the ministry of the 
stars; given to cheer and guide and rule until the 
return of the sun. So that in the very order of facts, 
the Church is indeed clothed with the sun, conducted 
with the moon, and crowned with stars. 

The woman is the great visible body of professors: 
the child she travails with is the small body of true 
believers hidden in their midst, but soon to be separ- 
ated from her and manifested to angels and men. The 
delivery of the child is the resurrection of the saints. 
Her child being appointed to rule all nations with a 
rod of iron, the dragon places himself before the woman 
to devour him as soon as born, but the child is caught 
up to God and His throne. 

An infant man-child, despised by man, feared and 
hated by Satan, such indeed will the Body of True 
Believers be at the coming of Christ. An infant hand- 
ful of helplessness, meekness, and blamelessness! yet 
held in the Everlasting Arms, and appointed to rule 
all nations with a rod of iron; and for this purpose, 
caught up to God and His throne. 
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WAR IN THE AERIAL HEAVENS. 
Rey. XII. 7. 


And there was war in heaven: Michael and his 
angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon 
fought and his angels, and prevailed not; neither 
was their place found any more in heaven. 


THE ACCUSER CAST OUT. 


And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, 
called the Devil, and Satan, who deceiveth the whole 
world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels 
were cast out with him. 

a 
GREAT REJOICINGS IN HEAVEN. 


And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, Now 
is come the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom 
of our God, and the authority of His Christ: for the 
accuser of our brethren is cast down, who accused 
them before our God day and night. And they over- 
came him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
of their testimony ; and they loved not their lives 
unto the death. Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and 
ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabitants of 
the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down 
unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth 
that he hath but a short time. 


THE PERSECUTION OF THE WOMAN, AND HER ESCAPE. 


And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto 
the earth, he persecuted the woman who brought 
forth the man-child. And to the woman were given 
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two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into 
the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished 
for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face 
of the serpent. And the serpent cast out of his mouth 
water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause 
her to be carried away of the flood. And the earth 
helped the woman ; and the earth opened her mouth, 
and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast 
out of his mouth. 


THE PERSECUTION OF THE REMNANT OF HER SEED. 


And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and 
went to make war with the remnant of her seed who 
keep the commandments of God, and have the testi- 
mony of Jesus Christ. 


If we consider the locality of this conflict, we shall 
better understand why it should take place immedi- 
ately after the birth and rapture of the man-child. 
The locality is the heavens, the aerial heavens nearest 
the earth, where Satan and his legions are now stationed 
in force, he being there, as “ the prince of the powers 
of the air.” On the Resurrection morning, the hour 
of the birth and rapture of the man-child, the Chruch 
is caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and so, the 
powers of darkness and the powers of light meet to- 
gether on the same plane, hence the conflict and its 
issue—the deliverance of the man-child and the casting 
down of Satan to the earth. And as Michael on a 
former occasion contended with the same adversary 
about the body of Moses; so here, he again contends 
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with him about the infant body of the man-child 
appointed to rule all nations. Over his defeat and 
ejectment, the great rejoicings in heaven were mingled 
with pity for the dwellers on earth, to whom the Devil 
was now come down, with great wrath, knowing he hath 
but a short time—seven years to his imprisonment. 

The Dragon being cast down into the earth, in his 
effort to destroy the man-child, now begins to persecute 
the woman which brought forth the man-hild. The 
child, the infant HANDFUL, was taken away from the 
impending Tribulation; and the mother, the MANY, 
was left to pass through it. 

The Dragon realising that he was now cast down 
into the earth where the woman was, begins forth- 
with to persecute the great multitude of mere pro- 
fessors, because of their connection with the infant 
handful which Michael had just delivered from his 
mouth. But here again he is defeated, for by this 
persecution the great multitude becomes converted 
to the Lord: many of them sealing their testimony 
with their blood. The Scripture, speaking of this 
period, says, “ Many shall be purified, made’ white, and 
tried.” The woman, that is the many, having been 
purified, made white and tried, a way of escape is pro- 
vided on her behalf, so that they can flee from the 
face of the serpent to a place of refuge in the desert 
prepared for them, where they are cared for, as Israel 
was, for three and a half years—the end of which 
begins his imprisonment. Turnmg to the way of 
escape, this great multitude flees, as the wings of the 
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great eagle signify, as Israel of old from Egypt, pursued 
by a vast army like a flood: and as the sea helped 
Israel by closmg in upon the Egyptians; so here, the 
earthquake helped the woman by opening its mouth, 
swallowing up the flood. The Dragon being defeated 
again, and enraged at the woman’s escape, he returns 
to prepare war against the remnant of her seed: 
hence the great and marvellous things of the following 
chapter. 


THE ANTICHRIST OF THE LAST DAYS. 
Rey, x11, 1-18, 

And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a 
Beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and 
ten horns, and upon his horns ten diadems, and upon 
his heads the name of Blasphemy. And the Beast 
which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were 
as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of 
a lion; and the Dragon gave him his power, and his 
throne, and great authority. And I saw one of his 
heads as it were slain unto death ; and his death-stroke 
was healed: and all the world wondered after the 
Beast. And they worshipped the Dragon because he 
gave his authority unto the Beast : and they worshipped 
the Beast, saying, Who is like unto the Beast ? who 
is able to make war with him? and there was given 
unto him a mouth speaking great things and blas- 
phemies ; and authority was given unto him to con- 
tinue forty and two months. 


The Beast that is here seen rising out of the sea 
clearly represents some man, who through the energy 
9 
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of Satan is to revive and head the Roman Empire in 
its last phase. The same also is to be the vicar of 
Satan on the earth ; sitting on his throne, ruling his 
kingdom, and manifesting his authority ; as written : 
“and the Dragon gave him Ais power and his throne, 
and great authority.” As the man Paul might well 
have been called an angel, by reason of the splendour 
of his life and character; so here, the man of sin, 
having had his humanity swallowed up in the Serpent, 
is fitly named the Beast. 

What the kingdoms of the world are in human 
estimate, and what they are in the Divine, is strikingly 
shown by the double vision given of them in Daniel. 
In the grand image, with its head of gold, breast and 
arms of silver, belly and thighs of brass, legs and feet 
of iron, we have the kingdoms of the world, as viewed 
by man. As viewed by God, they are only a succession 
of wild beasts, that devour and destroy the earth. The 
head of gold is the lion of Babylon, the breast of silver 
is the bear of Persia, the belly of brass is the leopard 
of Greece, and the iron legs, the nameless monster 
of Rome. Such is the human and such the Divine 
estimate of the kingdoms of the world. The Beast of 
the last days, as here shown, is to combine in himself 
all the qualities of his predecessors, lion, bear, and 
leopard. Thus signifying that the evil which existed 
in each one of them is to be sum-totalled in him. 

The same is also represented by the little horn of 
Daniel, that grows up, and before whom three fall, 
that had eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking 
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great things; by which he shall speak great blasphemies 
against the Most High, and wear out the saints of the 
Most High, thinking to change times and laws, which 
shall be given into his hand until a time, and times, 
and the dividing of time—three and a half years. 

The seven heads, as interpreted in the seventeenth 
chapter, appear to have a twofold significance ; the 
one denoting the seven great God-opposing kingdoms 
of the earth ; and the other, the locality of the seven- 
hilled city of Rome. 

The representative heads of the seven great world- 
kingdoms of the earth, that have always been in hostile 
opposition and conflict with the cause and people of 
God, are Pharaoh of Egypt, Sennacherib of Assyria, 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, Darius and Cyrus of 
Medo-Persia, Alexander of Greece, Cesar of Rome, 
Napoleon of France. The reader will see that this 
enumeration is in striking agreement with the inter- 
pretation given by the angel in the seventeenth chapter, 
where, speaking of the seven kings or kingdoms, he 
says: “Five are fallen, one is, the other is not yet 
come ; and when he cometh, he must continue a short 
time.” Now, when this interpretation was given, the 
sixth kingdom of Rome was then in power; since 
then the Napoleonic kingdom, the seventh “of the 
short space,” has also passed away ; consequently, 
there remains now but the manifestation of the eighth, 
the man of sin who is one of the seven, that is, a 
resuscitation. The death-stroke by the sword which 
was healed, and the consequent wonderment of all the 
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world en beholding again the Beast that was under- 
stood to be slain, unerringly points to an extraordinary 
revival of the terrible Empire of Rome. But, blessed be 
God the Almighty, the time of the Beast is short, and 
his overthrow is certain! They that have destroyed 
the earth shall be destroyed. And the earth, delivered 
of her burden, shall sing the high praises of her 
Deliverer ! 


THE STRONG DELUSION. 
Ray. XII. 6. 

And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, 
to blaspheme His name, and His tabernacle, and them 
that dwell in heaven. And it was given unto him 
to make war with the saints, and to overcome them : 
and authority was given him over all kindreds, and 
tongues, and nations, And all that dwell upon the 
earth shall worship him, whose names are not written 
in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world. If any man have an ear, let him hear. 
He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity : 
he that killeth with the sword must be killed with 
the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the 
saints. 


The expression, “he opened his mouth,” intimates 
that in set and carefully prepared speeches he blas- 
phemes God, His name, His tabernacle, and such as 
dwell in heaven. 

As the vicegerent of Satan, his authority over the 
nations is supreme. Power also being given him to 
war against the saints of the Most High, and for a 
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season to overcome them, he then “exalts himself 
above all that is called God, or that is worshipped ; 
so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing 
himself that he is God.” And all that dwell upon 
the earth, whose names are not written in the book 
of life, shall worship him, saying, “Who is like 
unto the Beast? who is able to make war with 
him 2?” 

This is the delusion, or error, that God has threatened 
to send as a veil upon all the earth, as the just con- 
sequence of rejecting His truth; as it is written: 
“For this cause God also shall send them a strong 
delusion, that they should believe a lie; that they 
all might be damned who believed not the truth, but 
had pleasure in unrighteousness.” Oh, how little 
do the cavillers and rejecters of God’s truth know 
what is in store for them! What a deception will 
be wrought upon them, to confide in a lie! And 
how they will deserve to be thus deluded, after having 
disbelieved the word that first began to be spoken 
by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them 
that heard Him, God also bearing them witness both 
with signs and wonders, and with diverse miracles 
and gifts of the Holy Ghost. 

In the light of this delusion that shall surely come, 
how solemn are the words which follow: “If any 
man hath an ear, let him hear !” 

As the disciples of Christ are neither permitted to 
kill with sword, nor to carry into captivity, non-resist- 
ance being the law of the kingdom; so, “ Herein is the 
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patience and faith of the saints” of those days: 
patience, in smiting not, when smitten; and faith 
in Him who saith, “Vengeance is Mine, I will 
repay.” 


THE FALSE PROPHET. 
REV. XIII. 11. 


And I beheld another Beast coming up out of the 
earth ; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake 
as a dragon. And he exerciseth all the authority 
of the first Beast before him, and causeth the earth 
and them which dwell therein to worship the first Beast, 
whose death-stroke was healed. And he doeth great 
wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from 
heaven on the earth in the sight of men, and deceiveth 
them that dwell on the earth by the means of those 
miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the 
Beast ; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that 
they should make an image to the Beast, which had 
the stroke of the sword and lived. 


Unlike the first Beast who rises out of the sea—the 
unstable portion of mankind—the second here rises out 
of the earth, from the steady and cultured classes. 
Though so diverse is their extraction and birth, yet is 
their God-dishonourmg and man-destroying purpose 
the same. The first, as the open foe, attacking the 
cause of God from without; and the second, as the 
traitor, operating from within. The one representing 
the God-opposing world, and the other, corrupt 
Christendom. ‘The striking characteristics of the second 
Beast are that of “lamb and dragon,” harmlessness 
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and cunning,—just the qualities that befit his mission. 
The great mission of the second Beast is to bear witness 
to the first ; to exalt the basest of men ; and to deify 
the man possessed by Satan. If ever seeming harmless- 
ness and infernal guile were needed, it is here. What 
an undertaking is before this man! He must con- 
vince the most intelligent age of the world that the man 
on his right hand is none other than God in human 
garb. He must make the most awful lie that ever 
emanated from the pit appear the most absolute truth, 
worthy of all acceptation. To deify the Man Christ 
Jesus, in whom dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily, were an easy task; but to deify the man of 
sin, in whom dwells bodily all the fulness of devilhood, 
is indeed Satan’s masterpiece. 


THE SUFFERINGS OF THE REMNANT. 
Rey, xu. 15, 

And he had power to give life unto the image of the 
Beast, and that the image of the Beast should both 
speak, and cause that as many as would not worship 
the image of the Beast should be killed. And he causeth 
all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to 
receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads : 
and that no man might buy or sell, save he that had 
the mark, or the name of the Beast, or the number 
of his name. Here is wisdom. Let him that hath 
understanding count the number of the Beast: for 
it is the number of a man; and his number is Six 
hundred threescore and six. 
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A TRINITY OF EVIL. 


Let us now consider more closely the contents of 
this wonderful chapter. Satan, having been cast out 
of heaven, comes down to the earth, having great wrath, 
knowing that he hath but a short time; and then, 
as the speedy outcome of his wrath, appears the first 
and the second Beast. There is no blacker and more 
awful picture in the history of man than is found m 
this chapter. Here, in the twilight of the end of the 
age, a whole Trinity of Evil stands out before us,— 
the Dragon, the Beast, and the False Prophet. For 
as in the kingdom of light, there is the Father, the 
Son, and the Spirit of Truth ; even so, in the kingdom 
of darkness, there is the Dragon, the Beast, and the 
False Prophet. Nor does this blasphemous mimicry 
finish here. For as the Father sent the Son to be the 
Saviour of the world ; even so, the Dragon sends the 
Beast to be the destroyer of the world. And as the 
Father gave to Christ His power, and His throne, 
and great authority ; even so, the Dragon gives unto 
the Beast his power, and his throne, and great authority. 
And as Jesus could say, “ I came down from heaven ;” 
even so, the Beast could say, “I came up from the 
bottomless pit.” And as Christ can say, “I am the 
livimg Cne and was dead ;” even so, the Beast on earth 
can say, “I had the death-stroke by the sword, and I 
live again.” And as the Saviour appears in heaven 
like a Lamb slain; even so, the Beast appears on earth 
with one of his heads slain unto death. And as, when 
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the people beheld the wonders wrought by Christ, they 
glorified the God of Israel ; even so, when the whole 
earth saw the wonders of the Beast, they worshipped 
the Dragon. And as it was said of Christ, “ Never 
man spake like this man ;” even so, itis said of the 
Beast, “ And there was given to him a mouth speaking 
great things, and blasphemies.” And as it was given 
unto Christ to bear witness to the truth three and a 
half years; even so, authority is given to the Beast to 
delude the whole earth forty and two months. And 
as God gave to Christ authority over all flesh, that He 
might give eternal life to as many as believe; even so, 
the Dragon gives the Beast authority over all kindreds, 
and tongues, and nations, that he might bring under 
the power of the second death as many as obey him. 
Nor does the parody of the Wicked One end here. 
For as the Spirit of Truth exercised all the authority 
of Christ by means of His disciples, as He said unto 
them, “Greater things than these shall ye do, because 
I go unto the Father ;” even so, the False Prophet, 
the second Beast, exercised all the authority of the 
first. And as the great office of the Spirit of Truth is 
not to speak of Himself, but to testify of Christ ; even 
so, the great office of the False Prophet is not to speak 
of himself, but to testify of the Beast. And as the 
Spirit uses signs and wonders in testifying of Christ ; 
even so, the second Beast uses all powers and signs 
and -lying wonders in testifying of the Antichrist. 
And as the Spirit of Truth formed the Church, which 
is indeed the image of the First-born, and is the witness 
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of Christ on earth ; even so, the False Prophet makes 
an image of the Beast, and causes it to testify on his 
behalf. And as the work of the Spirit through His 
servants is to make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them into the name of Christ; even so, the work of 
the False Prophet is to make the earth, and all who 
dwell therein, to worship the Beast and receive his 
name. And as the followers of Christ are sealed by 
the Spirit until the day of redemption ; even so, the 
followers of the Beast are sealed by the False Prophet 
until the day of perdition. 

What a theme for meditation! Is it not well named 
—Tue Mystery or IniQquiry ? 


THE FIRST-FRUITS OF ISRAEL. 
REY. xiv. 1-5, 

And I looked, and lo, a Lamb stood on the Mount 
Sion, and with Him an hundred and forty and four 
thousand, having His name and the name of His Father 
written in their foreheads. And I heard a voice from 
heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice 
of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers 
harping with their harps; and they sung as it were 
a new song before the throne, and before the four 
living creatures, and the elders. And no man could 
learn that song but the hundred and forty and four 
thousand who were redeemed from the earth. These 
are they who were not defiled with women ; for they 
are virgins. These are they who follow the Lamb 
whithersoever He goeth. These were redeemed from 
among men, being the first-fruits unto God and to 
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the Lamb. And in their mouth is found no guile, 
for they are without fault before the throne of God. 


There can be no doubt that this translated and 
glorified company is the same as the hundred and 
forty-four thousand sealed in the seventh chapter. They 
were then sealed in their foreheads, as the witnesses 
of God on the earth, in the midst of the judgments ; 
farther on, in the ninth chapter, under the fifth 
trumpet, we see that they were sealed for the purpose 
of passing through them unhurt. It would be strange 
indeed, should we see them thus in the valley of service 
and suffering, and not see them afterwards on the 
mount of honour and glory! God never leads His 
servants into tribulation and forgets to take them 
out. Those who have been a spectacle to angels and 
men in their service and sufferings, will most certainly 
be the same in their honour and glory. This is illus- 
trated and confirmed by all the visions of this book. 
In the second and third chapters, we see the Church 
in service and suffering ; but in the fourth and fifth, 
she is enthroned and crowned. The great multitude 
left behind at the rapture of the saints, after passing 
through the great tribulation, and becoming truly 
converted thereby, are seen in the sixth chapter, 
standing before the throne clothed in white robes 
and palms in their hands. And this company of the 
hundred and forty-four thousand which was sealed 
for service on earth, in the seventh chapter, just after 
the multitude had been translated, we now see here 
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in the fourteenth, after their testimony is finished, 
standing upon the Mount Sion in the presence of the 
Lamb. And again, the remnant of the woman’s seed 
who keep the commandments of God and the faith 
of Jesus, in the thirteenth chapter, we see again in 
the fifteenth, standing upon the sea of glass mingled 
with fire. There is no exception, therefore, to this 
rule. They that have been a spectacle in suffering 
will be also a spectacle in glory. 

The whole context of the vision confirms this identity. 
They were sealed immediately after the Gentile multi- 
tude were removed from the earth—twelve thousand 
of each tribe, a first-fruits of the harvest when all Israel 
shall be saved. Being of Israel, they naturally stand 
in their glory upon Mount Sion, now soon to become 
the joy of the whole earth. The seal of God in their 
forehead, is here explained as the Father’s name. 
“They are virgins, not defiled with women,” that is, 
not corrupted with existing churches, Protestant or 
Catholic, having had no connection whatever with them. 
“In their mouth was found no guile,” being children 
in the faith and translated shortly after their con- 
version. As the seal rendered them inviolable to hurt 
or death, so they are said to be redeemed from among 
men—translated alive. All which goes to show, how 
that no man outside their number could join in their 
mew song. They were indeed a new and unique com- 
pany, as the context shows—a first-fruits of all Israel, 
and in no way connected with the churches of 
Christendom. 
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THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL IN THE HOUR OF 
JUDGMENT. 
REV. XIyv. 6, 7. 

And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, 
having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them 
that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with a loud 
voice, Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour 
of His judgment 18 COME: and worship Him who made 
heaven and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of 
waters ! 


Here is another instance of the long-suffering of 
Him who delighteth in mercy. At the eleventh hour, 
just before the last fatal stroke of judgment descends, 
an angelic messenger is commissioned to tell out again 
the wondrous story of free grace and dying love. All 
the denizens of the earth shall again hear it, hear 
it from angelic lips. No nation, kindred, people, or 
tongue shall be excluded. His words shall be for a 
witness unto all nations ere the end come. All that 
believe shall be saved, and all that reject shall perish 
in the impending judgments. Observe that this last 
offer of mercy is made during the hour of judgment. 
Already under the six trumpets, great and terrible 
judgments have been executed, in smiting the heavens, 
and earth, and sea, and fountains of water. Conse- 
quently, the loud-voiced argument used by the angelic 
messenger to enforce the reception of this last offer, 
is “ Fear God, and give glory to Him, for the hour of 
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His judgment is come: and worship Him that MADE 
HEAVEN, AND EARTH, AND THE SEA, AND THE FOUNTAINS 
OF WATERS.” 


THE FALL OF BABYLON. 
Rev, XIv. 8. 
The angel that announces the everlasting gospel 
is here followed by another, proclaiming the over- 
throw of Babylon, the city of the Harlot. 


And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon 
is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made 
all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication. 


A GRACIOUS WARNING. 
Rev, xrv. 9-11. 
And as the Beast survives Babylon, hence the solemn, 
loud-voiced utterance of the third angel. 


And the third angel followed them, saying with a 
loud voice, If any man worship the Beast and his image, 
and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 
the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 
which is poured out without mixture into the cup 
of His indignation ; and he shall be tormented with 
fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, 
and in the presence of the Lamb: and the smoke of 
their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and 
they have no rest day nor night, who worship the 
Beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the 
mark of his name. 
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THE FAITHFUL REMNANT. 


Rev. xiv. 12, 13. 
Here is the patience of the saints, who keep the com- 


mandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. 

As the False Prophet had commanded, on pain of 
death, that every man should worship the Beast, and 
receive the mark of his name ; consequently, in those 
days will be seen the patience (suffering steadfastness) 
of the SAINTS who KEEP the COMMANDMENTS of GoD 
and the FraiTH of JESUS. 

Then follows to them a word in season so full of 
comfort :— 


And I heard a great voice from heaven, saying unto 
me, Write, BLESSED ARE THE DEAD who die in the Lord 
FROM HENCEFORTH: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they 
may REST from their labours; and THEIR WORKS DO 
FOLLOW THEM. 


The gracious meaning of these words will be seen 
in the light of the preceding context. In verses 9-11, 
God gives merciful warning of the eternal torment 
after death, of such as worship the Beast and his 
image ; verse 12 implies the great tribulation and 
trial of the saints during his infernal reign ; and verse 
13 is designed to console them in their temporary 
tribulation by the assurance of the eternal blessedness 
of the life beyond death. 

Dives, yielding to the authority of the Dragon, is 
blessed with ease and luxury in this life; but after 
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death he 1s tormented, Lazarus, sweetly bowing te 
the yoke of Jesus, seems in this life cursed with pain, 
and poverty, and loneliness; but after death he is 
comforted ! 

As the LIFE OF SAINTS is largely made up of reproaches 
and persecution, necessities and weariness, hunger 
and nakedness, and good works unrewarded ; so there- 
fore it is here written: “Blessed are the dead who DIE 
im the Lord FROM HENCEFORTH: Yea, saith the Spirit, 
that they may REST from their labours; and their 
WorKS DO FOLLOW THEM.” 


THE HARVEST OF THE EARTH. 
REy, xiv, 14-20. 
Then follows the final harvests of the earth, when 
the wheat of the old earth is reaped and garnered in 
the new; and the grapes of the earth are gathered 
and cast into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 


And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon 
the cloud sat one like unto the Son of Man, having 
on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp 
sickle. And another angel came out of the temple, 
erying with a loud voice to Him that sat on the cloud, 
Thrust in Thy sickle, and reap; for the time is come 
for Thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe. 
And He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on 
the earth ; and the earth was reaped. 

And another angel came out of the temple which 
is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. And 
another angel came out from the altar, who had power 
over fire ; and cried with a loud ery to him that had 
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the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, 
and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth ; for 
her grapes are fully ripe. And the angel thrust in 
his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the 
earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the wrath 
of God. And the winepress was trodden without the 
city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto 
the bridles of the horses, as far as a thousand and six 
hundred furlongs. 


For the details of the above summary, see Rev. xix. 
11-21, where Christ, sitting upon a white horse, and 
followed by the avenging armies of Heaven, is beheld 
going forth to meet the Beast and the kings of the 
earth, and their armies, who have been gathered to- 
gether by the three unclean spirits of the sixteenth 
chapter, that went forth unto the kings of the whole 
earth, to gather them together unto the war of the 
Great Day of God, the Almighty! where also it is said 
of Him who sitteth upon the white horse, “Anp He 
TREADETH THE WINEPRESS of the fierceness of the wrath 
of Almighty God.” 

The great winepress in which all the destroyers of 
the earth shall be destroyed is here said to be trodden 
without the city of Jerusalem. The prophecy of Joel 
points to the valley of Jehoshaphat, which lies between 
Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives, as the scene of 
this stupendous overthrow. This also accords with 
the statement that the conflict is to be signalised by 
the issuing of blood from the winepress, even unto 
the horse bridles, for the distance of two hundred miles ; 

Io 


146 That Glorious Future ! 


the meaning of which is doubtless the colouring of the 
brook Kedron with the blood of the slain. 


THE CONTENTS OF THE SEVENTH TRUMPET. 
REv. xI. 15-19. 
Havine glanced at the contents of chapters xii., xiil., 
and xiv., let us now turn again to the order of events 
where we left them, in the eleventh chapter and 
fifteenth verse :— 


AND THE SEVENTH ANGEL SOUNDED ; and there followed 
great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdom of the 
world is become the kingdom of our Lord, and of His 
Christ ; and He shall reign for ever and ever! And 
the four and twenty elders who sat before God on their 
thrones fell upon their faces and worshipped God, say- 
ing, We give thee thanks, O Lord God, the Almighty, 
who art, and wast, and art to come: because Thou 
hast taken to Thee Thy great power and hast reigned. 
And the nations were angry, and Thy wrath is come, 
and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, 
and that Thou shouldest give their reward to Thy 
servants the prophets, and to the saints, and to them 
that fear Thy name, the small and the great; and 
shouldest destroy them that destroy the earth. 


Now note that immediately after the seventh angel 
sounded, great voices of triumph and thanksgiving 
are heard in heaven; and when we look into the im- 
port of these voices, we find that they ARE THE ACTUAL 


Oe a 
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CONTENTS of all that is about to follow under the seventh 
trumpet :—The conversion of the kingdom of this 
world into the kingdom of our Lord and His Christ ; 
the assumption of His great power and eternal reign ; 
the resurrection, judgment, and reward of the dead ; 
and the destruction of them that have destroyed the 
earth. This is the general outline of the contents 
of the last trumpet, but for the details we must now 
turn to the five following chapters :— 


THE SEVEN ANGELS. 


And I saw another sign in heaven, great and mar- 
vellous, seven angels having the seven last plagues, 
for in them is filled up the wrath of God. 


THE VICTORIOUS REMNANT. 
Rav. xv, 2-4, 

And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with 
fire; and them that had gotten the victory over the 
Beast and over his image, and over his mark, and over 
the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, 
having the harps of God: and they sing the song of 
Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, 
saying, Great and marvellous are Thy works, Lord 
God Almighty ; just and true are Thy ways, Thou 
King of saints: who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and 
glorify Thy name? for Thou only art holy: for all 
nations shall come and worship before Thee ; for Thy 
righteous judgments have been made manifest. 


After witnessing the august appomtment of the 
seven angels for the execution of the seven last plagues, 
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he beholds the vision of the glorified remnant, who had 
lived and died in the days of the Beast, and who, in 
their day, victoriously exemplified the patience of 
the saints, by keeping the commandments of God 
and the faith of Jesus. The fiery sea of persecution 
which once had swallowed them up, they now stand 
upon as a sea of glass mingled with fire. Standing now 
triumphantly upon their own Red Sea, and separated 
from Egypt by an impassable gulf, they sing the song 
of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb! 

Note here, now that all the saints who lived and 
died during the reign of the Beast have been raised 
and changed, and taken up into heaven, all things are 
prepared for the destruction of them who destroyed the 
earth. 


THE TEMPLE IN HEAVEN OPENED. 

! REV, xv. 5-8. 
And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of 
the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened : 
and the seven angels came out of the temple, having 
the seven plagues, clothed in pure and white linen, and 
having their breasts girded with golden girdles. And 
one of the four living creatures gave unto the seven 
angels seven golden vials full of the wrath of God, who 
liveth for ever and ever. And the temple was filled 
with smoke from the glory of God, and from His power ; 
and no man was able to enter into the temple, until 

the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished. 


After the vision of the glorified remnant, he looked, 
and lo, another wonder—the Inner Temple in heaven, 
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the Holiest of all, where the words of testimony were 
deposited, which was always closed and sealed up, and 
was never entered, except by the high priest once a 
year, and not without blood—this Holiest of all he now 
sees OPENED, and from thence are proceeding the seven 
angels appointed to execute the seven last plagues, 
clothed in snow-white garments, and girded at the 
breast with golden girdles. How significant of the 
intensely holy and righteous character of these terrible 
judgments of the last plagues in which is filled up 
the wrath of God ! 

Observe that it is in the following chapter that God 
begins to destroy them which have destroyed the earth, 
as declared in heaven at the sounding of the seventh 
trumpet. 


THE RESPONSE TO THE SEVENTH TRUMPET. 
Rev. xvi. 1-16. 

And I heard a great voice out of the temple, saying 
to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the 
vials of the wrath of God upon the earth. 

And the first went, and poured out his vial upon 
the earth ; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore 
upon the men who had the mark of the Beast, and 
who worshipped his image. 

And the second poured out his vial upon the sea ; 
and it became as the blood of a dead man, and every 
living thing in the sea died. 

And the third angel poured out his vial upon the 
rivers and fountains of waters ; and they became blood. 
And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art 
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righteous, O Lord, who art, and wast, and shalt be, 
because Thou hast judged thus. For they have shed 
the blood of saints and prophets, and Thou hast 
given them blood to drink; for they are worthy. 
And I heard another out of the altar say, Even 
so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are Thy 
judgments. 

And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the 
sun ; and power was given unto him to scorch men 
with fire. And men were scorched with great heat, 
and blasphemed the name of God, who hath power 
over these plagues: and they repented not to give 
Him glory. 

And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the 
throne of the Beast, and his kingdom was full of dark- 
ness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, and 
blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains 
and sores, and repented not of their deeds. 

And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the 
great river Euphrates; and the waters thereof were 
dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might 
be prepared. And I saw three unclean spirits like 
frogs come out of the mouth of the Dragon, and out 
of the mouth of the Beast, and out of the mouth of the 
False Prophet. For they are the spirits of demons, 
working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the 
earth and of the whole world, to gather them together 
unto the war of the Great Day of God, the Almighty. 
(Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, 
and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they 
see his shame.) And they gathered them together 
into the place which is called in the Hebrew, Arma- 
geddon. ; 
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What a striking parallel between these judgments 
of the last days and those in Egypt! As here, they 
were plagued with blains and boils, their waters were 
turned into blood, and their land covered with darkness. 
What an awful picture of the indignation of Heaven 
against the earth, is spread out before us in these pages 
—a grievous sore on every man branded with the mark 
of the Beast; the great and beautiful sea turned into 
blood, and all life beneath it destroyed; the lovely 
rivers and sparkling fountains all changed into blood ; 
the beneficent sun scorching men with fierce heat; and 
the kingdom of the Beast (co-extensive with civilisa- 
tion) covered with Egyptian darkness ! 

Evidently there is an intimate connection between 
the drying of the Euphrates and the mission of the 
three unclean spirits. Both are preparatory to the 
war of the Great Day of God the Almighty: by the 
former, the march of the kings of the East to Jerusalem 
is unobstructed ; by the latter, the kings of the earth, 
and of the whole world, are gathered together at 
Armageddon. 

The plagues here under the vials bear strong resem- 
blance to those under the trumpets; though these under 
the vials are greatly intensified. For whereas by the 
trumpets a part only is smitten, the whole is smitten 
by the vials. And whereas in the former, intervals 
of longer or shorter duration separated each successive 
judgment, here they follow in quick, accumulative, 
and sudden destruction. Under the trumpets, the 
judgments of the Almighty moved with leaden feet, 
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and smote under the influence of Mercy standing 
by ; but here, Mercy having departed to plead no more, 
they fall swift as lightning, and terrible as the thunder- 
bolt of heaven ! 

In spite of these judgments, the Beast, the Pharaoh 
of the last days, will harden his neck and gather to 
himself all the armies of the nations against Jerusalem 
and its inhabitants, There the flower of earth’s wicked- 
ness will be gathered in bundles, and as in the pass of 
the Red Sea, so here in the vale of Jerusalem, the 
Lord will confront and confound and consume them 
as in a moment: and on the ruins of the Wild Beast 
kingdoms of the world, will be set up the kingdom of the 
Son ofman. Those that delight in war shall be scattered 
and destroyed. Peace and prosperity shall abound. 
Men shall be blest in Him and all nations shall call Him 
blessed. The prophet Joel, speaking of this event, 
says: “Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare 
war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war 
draw near ; let them come up: beat your ploughshares 
into swords, your pruning-hooks into spears: let the 
weak say, lam strong. Assemble yourselves, and come, 
all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together round 
about. . . . Let the heathen be wakened, and come 
up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit 
to judge all the heathen round about. 

“Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, 
get you down ; for the press is full, the fats overflow ; 
for their wickedness is great. Multitudes, multitudes 
in the valley of decision: for the day of the Lord is 
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near in the valley of decision. The sun and the moon 
shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their 
shining. The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and 
utter His voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens 
and the earth shall shake; but the Lord will be the 
hope of His people and the strength of the children 
of Israel.” 


THE SEVENTH VIAL. 
REY, xvi. 17-21. 
Already six vials of wrath have fallen upon the earth 
in swift succession: one other is yet to come, in which 
is filled up the wrath of God. 


And the SEVENTH ANGEL poured out his vial into the 
air: and there came a great voice out of the temple of 
heaven from the throne, saying, IT IS DONE. And 
there were voices, and thunders and lightnings: and 
there was a great earthquake, such as was not since 
men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, 
and so great. And the great city was divided into 
three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great 
Babylon came in. remembrance before God, to give 
unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His 
wrath. And every island fled away, and the mountains 
were not found. And there fell upon men a great hail 
out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent : 
and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the 
hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great. 


Observe now, what follows the pouring out of the 
seventh vial. In accordance with the oath-declaration 
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of the tenth chapter, a great voice is heard coming 
out of the throne,’saying, IT IS DONE! What follows 
is written with the brevity and comprehensiveness of 
a telegram :—“ And there were voices, and thunders, 
and lightnings,—and there was a great earthquake, 
such as was not since men were upon the earth, so 
mighty an earthquake, and so great—and the great 
city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the 
nations fell—and great Babylon came in remembrance 
before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the 
fierceness of His wrath—and every island fled away, 
and the mountains were not found—and there fell upon 
men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about 
the weight of a talent; and men blasphemed God 
because of the plague of the hail ; for the plague thereof 
was exceeding great.” 

For the full particulars of the above summary, we 
must turn to the two following chapters, xviii., xix. 
The correspondence between this telegraphic announce- 
ment in the sixteenth chapter, and the full details in 
the eighteenth and nineteenth chapters, is similar to 
that found every day in our papers, when you have 
to-day the telegram, and a few days later the full 
detail. 

The seventeenth chapter comes in here parenthetic- 
ally to explain the twofold mystery of the Woman and 
the Beast on which she sits. Does any one, therefore, 
desire to know what is signified by the seven-headed 
world-deceiving Beast, and his gorgeous paramour, 
the mother of harlots? Let him then mark well the 
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explanation of both as given by the angel in the following 
chapter. 


AN EXPLANATORY VISION. 


Rey. xvi. 1-18, 

And there came one of the seven angels who had 
the seven vials, and talked with me, saying, Come 
hither ; I will show thee the judgment of the great 
harlot that sitteth upon many waters: with whom 
the kings of the earth have committed fornication, 
and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk 
with the wine of her fornication. 

And he carried me away in the spirit into a wilder- 
ness ; and I saw a Woman sitting upon a scarlet-coloured 
Beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads 
and ten horns. And the Woman was arrayed in purple 
and scarlet colours, and decked with gold and precious 
stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand 
full of abominations and filthiness of her fornications, 
and upon her forehead a name written, MYSTERY, 
BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF 
HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH! And I saw the Woman drunken with the 
blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs 
of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with a great 
wonder. And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst 
thou wonder? I will tell thee the mystery of the 
Woman, and of the Beast that carrieth her, which hath 
the seven heads and ten horns. The Beast thou sawest 
was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless 
pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on 
the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written 
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in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, 
when they behold the Beast that was, and is not, and 
yet shall be. Here is the mind (or meaning) which 
hath wisdom. The seven heads—ARE SEVEN MOUNTAINS, 
ON WHICH THE WOMAN SITTETH. And -there are seven 
kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is 
not yet come ; and when he cometh, he must continue 
a short space. And the Beast that was, and is not, 
EVEN HE IS THE EIGHTH and is (ONE) OF THE SEVEN, that 
goeth into perdition. And the ten horns which thou 
sawest—ARE TEN KINGS who have received no kingdom 
as yet, but receive authority as kings with the Beast 
for one hour. These have one mind, and they shall give 
their power and authority unto the Beast. These shall 
make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome 
them : for He is the Lord of lords, and King of kings ; 
and they that are with him are called, and chosen, 
and faithful. 

And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, 
where the harlot sitteth—ARrr PEOPLES, AND MULTITUDES, 
AND NATIONS, AND TONGUES. 

And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the Beast, 
these shall hate the harlot, and shall make her desolate 
and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with 
fire. For God hath put it into their hearts to fulfil 
His will, to come to one mind, and to give their king- 
dom unto the Beast until the words of God should be 
fulfilled. And the Woman which thou sawest—Is THAT 
GREAT CITY WHICH REIGNETH OVER THE KINGS OF THE 
FARTH. 


What a contrast we have here, between the outward 
appearance of the harlot Babylon, and that of the 
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Bride, the Lamb’s wife. In Babylon, what pomp, 
splendour, and display! What haughtiness, what 
pride, and every excellency that attracts the carnal 
eye, and ceremonies exactly suited to the sinner’s 
taste! Behold her sitting aloft in glorious ease, upon 
the shoulders of imperial power, arrayed in gorgeous 
robes, and decked with gold and gems! How different 
to Zion, that cometh up from the wilderness leaning upon 
the arm of her Beloved, clothed with humility, and 
adorned with the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit ! 

As the relation between Christ and His Church— 
Bridegroom and Bride—is declared to be a mystery, 
so here, the relation between the Beast and his para- 
mour Babylon is likewise a mystery ; the former being 
the mystery of righteousness from above, and the 
latter the mystery of iniquity from beneath. In veri- 
fication of these ancient words, “ The seed of the serpent 
shall hate the seed of the woman,” she is beheld drunken 
with the blood of the saints and the martyrs of Jesus. 
As a matter of history, we know that nine-tenths of 
all the persecutions that have assailed the true Church 
have always proceeded from the false. How Satan’s 
tares have injured and choked Christ’s wheat, let the 
centuries declare ! 

The seven-headed Beast that is to ascend out of the 
abyss, shortly before the advent of Christ as described 
in the seventeenth chapter, clearly denotes a revival 
of the Roman Empire, headed by the man of sin in 
whom Satan is to gather up and centralise all the powers 
of darkness prior to his imprisonment. 
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For the explanation of the seven heads, see the 
seventeenth chapter. The ten horns of the Beast 
are ten confederate kings that give their authority 
and strength unto him. These, after they have 
cherished and strengthened the whore for a season, 
shall turn against her, and shall hate her, and make 
her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and 
burn her with fire: as described in the next chapter. 
Thus is Babylon to be utterly cast down and destroyed 
by those by whom she was formerly caressed and 
upheld. 

Afterwards, these same kings in league with the 
Beast are to make war with the Lamb, but the Lamb 
shall overcome them; for He is Lord of lords, and 
King of kings ; and they that are with Him are called, 
and chosen, and faithful. For the fulfilment of this, 
see chapter xix. 11-21. 

It is important to notice that, while the city of 
Rome is the residence of the Woman, she at the same 
time sitteth upon many waters,—and the waters are 
peoples, and nultitudes, and nations, and tongues : so 
therefore, while Rome is the seat and centre of the 
Mystery of Iniquity, the circumference of her influence 
extends over all the earth. Thus it is manifest that 
the line which separates the Harlot from the Bride 
is spiritual, and neither denominational nor geographi- 
eal. It is not the fact of being a member of the Church 
of Rome that constitutes relationship to the Harlot. 
This is evident by the voice heard on the eve of her 
overthrow : “Come out of her, my people, that ye 
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be not partaker of her sins, and receive not her plagues.” 
Nor does the fact of belonging to any one denomination 
determine affinity with her, as out of every section 
of Christendom will be found those who compose the 
many members of the One Body. The line of division 
is spiritual. The state of the heart, therefore, before 
God, and that only, determines our relation to either 
the Harlot or the Bride. 


THE OVERTHROW AND PERDITION OF BABYLON. 


The seventeenth chapter coming in as a parenthetical 
explanation, in the march of events that succeeded 
the pouring out of the last vial, it is necessary here to 
bear in mind the connection between the last vial in 
the sixteenth chapter, and what follows in the two 
succeeding chapters. There, we get the stupendous 
summary ; here, we have the graphic detail. 

In the following thirty-four verses we get the full 
particulars of the sudden, awful, final, and irreversible 
overthrow and perdition of Babylon; the consequent 
mourning and lamentation on the earth of such as 
were enriched by her glory and pride; and the great 
triumph and rejoicings in heaven of such as suffered 
and died by her cruelty. 


Rey. Xvi, 1-x1x, 4. 
And after these things I saw another angel come 
down from heaven, having great authority ; and the 
earth was lightened with his glory. And he cried 
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mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great 
is fallen, and is become the habitation of demons, and 
the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean 
and hateful bird. For all nations have drunk of the 
wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings 
of the earth have committed fornication with her, 
and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through 
the abundance of her delicacies. And I heard another 
voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, 
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive 
not of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto 
heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities. 
Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double 
unto her double according to her works: in the cup 
which she hath filled fill to her double. How much 
she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much 
torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her 
heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see 
no sorrow. Therefore shall her plagues come in one 
day, death, and mourning, and famine ; and she shall 
be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord 
God who judgeth her. 


THE LAMENTATIONS OF KINGS AND MERCHANTS OF 
THE EARTH. 


And the kings of the earth, who have committed 
fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail 
her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke 
of her burning, standing afar off for the fear of her 
torment, saying, Alas, alas that great city of Babylon, 
that mighty city, for im one hour is thy judgment 
come! And the merchants of the earth shall weep 
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and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their mer- 
chandise any more; the merchandise of gold, and 
silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine 
linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine 
wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner 
vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, 
and marble, and cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, 
and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, 
and wheat, and beasts and sheep and horses, and 
chariots, and bodies, and souls of men. And the fruits 
that thy soul lusted after are departed from thee, and 
all things which were dainty and goodly are departed 
from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all. 
The merchants of these things, which were made rich 
by her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her torment, 
weeping and wailing, and saying, Alas, alas that great 
city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and 
scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, 
and pearls! for in one hour so great riches is come 
to nought. And every shipmaster, and all the com- 
pany in ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by 
sea, stood afar off, and cried when they saw the smoke 
of her burning, saying, What city is like unto this great 
city ? and they cast dust on their heads, and cried, 
weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas that great 
city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in 
the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one hour 
she is made desolate. 

Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles 
and prophets ; for God hath avenged you on her. And 
a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, 
and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence 
shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and 

II 
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shall be found no more at all. And the voice of harpers 
and musicians, and of pipers and trumpeters, shall be 
heard no more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of 
whatsoever craft he be, shall be found any more in 
thee ; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no 
more at all in thee; and the light of a candle shall 
shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the 
bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more 
at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men 
of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations 
deceived. And in her was found the blood of prophets, 
and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth. 


THE REJOICINGS OF APOSTLES AND MARTYRS IN HEAVEN. 


And after these things I heard a great voice of a 
great multitude in heaven, saying, Hallelujah! Salva- 
tion, and glory, and honour, and power, belong to the 
Lord our God: for true and righteous are His judg- 
ments ; for He hath judged the great harlot, which 
did corrupt the earth with her fornications, and hath 
avenged the blood of His servants at her hand. And 
again they said, Hallelujah! AND HER SMOKE ROSE 
UP FOR EVER AND EVER. And the four and twenty 
elders and the four living creatures fell down and wor- 
shipped God who sat on the throne, saying, AMEN ; 
HALLELUJAH ! 


That a literal city is here referred to there can be 
no doubt. For as there is no such thing as citizens 
without a city, so there can be no such thing as the 
Harlot without her abode. And as the residence of 
the Bride is to he the literal New Jerusalem, so is the 
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abode of the Harlot the seven-hilled city of Rome. 
In the overthrow here described, both citizens and city 
are destroyed. In this overthrow and doom of the 
unfaithful woman, the false church, what an illustra- 
tion we have of the words, “That judgment begins 
first at the house of God!” 


THE GREAT DAY OF GOD, THE ALMIGHTY. 


THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB. 
Rey. xrx. 5-21, 
Tue saints of the short dispensation of the Antichrist 
as well as those of the long dispensation, being glorified, 
all things are now ready for the Marriage of the Lamb. 


And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise 
our God, all ye His servants, and ye that fear Him, 
both small and great. And I heard as it were the 
voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many 
waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, 
Hallelujah ! for the Lord God the Almighty reigneth. 
Let us rejoice and be exceeding glad, and give the 
glory unto Him; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, 
and his wife hath made herself ready. And it was 
given unto her that she should array herself in fine 
linen, bright and pure : for the fine linen is the righteous 
acts of the saints. And he saith unto me, Write, 
BLESSED ARE THEY WHO ARE CALLED UNTO THE MARRIAGE 
Supper oF THE Lams. And he saith unto me, These 
are the true sayings of God, And I fell at his feet to 
worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: 
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IT am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren that have 
the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testi- 
mony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 


Babylon the Apostate Church, one of the three 
great enemies of the Church of God, has fallen. The 
tares that grew among the wheat for well nigh two 
thousand years have at length been gathered in bundles, 
and cast into the fire to be burned. The wheat that 
suffered so much and so long from the noxious pre- 
sence of the tares, now garnered in heaven, shall be 
soon again sown in the earth : as it is written, “ Blessed 
are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth,”— 
fulfilled in chapter xx. 

Seeing that two more enemies of Christ and His 
Church remain to be overcome and judged—the Beast 
and his Prophet ; so we come, in the following verses 
of the nineteenth chapter, to the particulars of the 
war of the Great Day of God, the Almighty, spoken 
of in the sixteenth chapter. 

The kingdom and authority of the Antichrist, the 
seven-headed Beast, has now reached its awful height : 
served by all the kings of the earth, and worshipped 
by all the nations. Only one other act will make his 
iniquity full, and ripen him for the consuming sword 
of Christ’s mouth, and the destroying brightness of 
His coming. Consequently in the following verse we 
behold the Beast, the False Prophet, and the kings of 
the earth and their armies gathered together by the 
lying spirits of the sixteenth chapter, for the purpose 
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of opposing the establishment and reign of the Son of 
David, saying in the language of the prophetic Psalm : 
“We will not have this man to reign over us.” But 
how they are disbanded, and broken, and consumed, 
let the Word declare. 

Observe that the marriage of the Lamb follows 
immediately after the fall of Babylon, and is celebrated 
in heaven, the Father’s house. 


THE GOING FORTH OF BRIDEGROOM AND BRIDE TO POSSESS 
THE EARTH, AND REIGN THEREON. 


And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse ; 
and He that sat upon him was called Faithful and 
True, and in righteousness He doth judge and make 
war. His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on His 
head were many diadems ; and He hath a name written 
which no one knoweth but He Himself. And He 
was clothed with a garment dipped in blood ; and His 
name is called the Word of God. And the armies 
which were in heaven followed Him upon white horses, 
clothed in fine linen, white and pure. And out of His 
mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it He should 
smite the nations: and He shall rule them with a 
rod of iron; and He treadeth the winepress of the 
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He hath 
on His garment and on His thigh a name written, 
KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 


THE INVITATION TO THE AFTER SUPPER. 


And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he 
cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly 
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in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves 
together unto the supper of the great God, that ye may 
eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the 
flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of 
them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both 
free and bond, both small and great. 


THE REIGN OF THE BRIDEGROOM OPPOSED. 


And I saw the Beast, and the kings of the earth, and 
their armies, gathered together to make war against 
Him that sat on the horse and against His army. 


ANTICHRIST AND ALLIES DESTROYED BY THE BRIDE- 
GROOM’S PRESENCE. 


And the Beast was taken, and with him the False 
Prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which 
he deceived them that had received the mark of the 
Beast, and them that worshipped his image. These 
both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with 
brimstone. And the remnant were slain with the 
sword of Him that sat upon the horse, which sword 
proceeded out of His mouth: and all the fowls were 
filled with their flesh. 


The two suppers referred to in this chapter are in 
marked accord with Eastern custom. For, as the 
marriage of a king’s son is celebrated by two suppers, 
the first, to which the honourable guests are bidden, 
and afterwards the second, to which the dependents 
of the king are invited ; even so here, in the 9th verse, 
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we have the Supper of the King’s Son, the guests of 
which are called, and chosen, and faithful ; and then, 
in the 17th and 18th verses, we have the After Supper 
of the Great God, to which are invited the fowls of the 
air, the dependents of the Almighty. 

The wrath of God and of the Lamb, which began in 
the fourth chapter with the judgment throne and the 
opening of the seals, is now finished. 

Let the reader reflect upon the fact, that no less 
than sixteen chapters out of twenty-two are here given 
by the Lord to set forth the wrath to come! Yet how 
seldom one hears a word of it from the pulpit to-day ! 
For one chapter of grace there are nearly four of wrath. 

Of the twenty-two chapters of this remarkable 
prophecy, the first three give a general outline of the 
period of the Church till the rapture of the saints ; the 
following sixteen give a particular detail of the judg- 
ment-period of the great tribulation ; and the last three, 
again, give a general outline of the millennium, the 
judgment of the dead, and the new creation. This 
is very remarkable. Three chapters only are given 
to generalise the period of nearly two thousand years; 
sixteen chapters to particularise the period of seven 
years; and only three chapters at the end, again, 
to generalise the period over a thousand years. The 
words, “ day of the Lord,” “day of judgment,” “ wrath 
to come,” all refer to the period of the seven years’ great 
tribulation, the account of which is here detailed in no 
less than sixteen chapters, and concerning which the 
Lord Himself said, “Except those days should be 
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shortened there shall no flesh be saved.” But why 
all this detail of judgment, wrath, and tribulation ? 
There are two reasons: the first is, that we may NOW 
FLEE FROM IT by fleeing to Christ, and so be found 
worthy to escape all these things which are coming on 
the earth; and the second is, that should we neglect 
this emphatic warning, and find ourselves left behind 
at the coming of Christ, we shall thereby be LEFT 
WITHOUT EXCUSE. 

The time occupied by these awful judgments appears 
to be about seven years,—the seven years including 
the three and a half years’ testimony of the anointed 
witnesses, and the three and a half years of Antichrist. 
These will be indeed the days of vengeance, of which 
the destruction of Jerusalem was but a faint shadow, 
when “the wrath to come” will come, and will not 
tarry! Like as it was in the days of Israel in Egypt, 
so shall it be in the days of the Son of Man. For, as 
God avenged the wrongs of Israel on Egypt with great 
and terrible judgments ; first, smiting them in their 
fields, and orchards, and fountains of waters; then, 
tormenting them in person with insects and creeping 
things; then, smiting them in their first-born ; and 
lastly, engulfing them in the depths of the Red Sea; 
even so shall God avenge the wrongs of “His own 
elect” upon them that dwell on the earth ; first, smiting 
them in their essential environments—the earth, the 
sea, the rivers, the lights of heaven ; then, tormenting 
them in person five months; then, slaying the third 
part of men ; then, pouring upon them the seven last 
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vials ; then, finally, all the enemies of Christ and His 
Church, being gathered together in the valley of 
decision, as the Egyptians in the pass of the sea, shall 
suddenly and ignominiously be destroyed! They shall 
wither, as in a moment, at the presence of the Lord, 
and melt away at the glory of His power. They shall 
be sought for, and shall not be found. As Pharaoh 
and all his mighty ones sank as lead in the mightier 
waters, so shall the Beast, the False Prophet, and all 
their multitude, lick the dust, and perish at the presence 
of Him who hath on His vesture and on His thigh 
a name written, Kinc or KINGS and Lorp or LorDs ! 
And all the shining hosts of the King Immortal shall 
greet the dawn of a New Dispensation, with “Sing 
unto the Lord! sing unto the Lord! for He hath 
triumphed gloriously, the Beast and his Prophet hath 
He cast into the lake! Hallelujah! for the Lord God 
the Omnipotent reigneth ! ” 


SATAN BOUND FOR A THOUSAND YEARS. 
REV, xx. 1-3, 

Babylon—that ancient and long-standing foe of the 
Church—has been judged and taken out of the way. 
The Beast and the False Prophet also of the last days, 
have both been destroyed by the manifested glory of 
the Lord. There remains now but one more enemy 
to be taken and bound, ere the meek can possess the 
earth, and the reign of righteousness and peace be 
established. Hence we read :— 


And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having 
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the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his 
hand. And he laid hold on the Dragon, that old 
serpent, which is the Devil [slanderer] and Satan 
[accuser], and bound him for a thousand years, and 
cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, 
and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the 
nations no more, until the thousand years should be 
finished: after this he must be loosed for a little 
season. 


Reflect here for a moment upon the downgrade 
career of the Prince of darkness; and learn, that one 
step downward leads inevitably to another farther 
down and down until the abyss is reached. Consider 
him. First, in some way unrevealed, he steps out of 
the good and perfect will of God, and becoming a law 
to himself, he begins to plot and act against the Most 
High. From the position which he now occupies in 
the aerial heavens, he commands both the higher 
heavens and the lower earth. And s0, on the latter 
he walks to and fro seeking whom he may devour ; 
and into the former, he intrudes among the sons of 
God, accusing the brethren in the presence of their 
Advocate, and begging permission to sift the Jobs and 
Peters on the earth below. After the grant of this 
long mysterious licence, at length he is cast down out 
of heaven into the earth, manifesting there great wrath, 
for a short season; after which he is seized by the 
angel and cast into the abyss, and there confined for 
a thousand years. Being loosed again, he once more 
deceives the nations, leading them against the saints, 
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when he is finally taken and cast into the lake of fire. 
What an awful career! From the highest heaven to 
the aerial; from the aerial heavens to the earth; from 
the earth to the abyss, and from the abyss to the lake 
of fire ! 

The Arch-Enemy being now cast out of the earth, 
and bound in hell for a thousand years, all things are 
ready for the glorious fulfilment of the promises of 
the covenant—the promises made to Christ by God, 
and the promises made to believers by Christ. When 
He ascended up on high, the Father said unto Him, 
“Sit Thou on My throne, until I make Thine enemies 
Thy footstool.” And now that this is accomplished, 
the Father is about to fulfil another promise of long 
standing, viz., “I will give Him the throne of His father 
David, and He shall be King over all the earth.” And 
it is with reference to this last throne that Christ Himself 
says, “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with 
Me on My throne, even as I also overcame, and am 
sat down with My Father upon His throne.” The 
time also has come when the Lord should give their 
reward to his servants the prophets, and to the saints, 
and to them that fear His name, the small and the great. 
Promises of long standing such as the following are 
now about to be fulfilled to the letter: “ Fear not, little 
flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom ; ye that have left all, and follow Me, an 
the regeneration (in the new time or dispensation), ye 
shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel.” 
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THE REIGN OF THE BRIDEGROOM AND BRIDE 
UPON THE EARTH. 
Rey. xx. 4-6, 
Hence we read :— 


And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and 
qudgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls 
of them who were beheaded for the testimony of Jesus, 
and for the word of God, and such as worshipped not 
the Beast, neither his image, and received not the 
mark of his name upon their forehead and upon their 
hand; and they lived and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years. © 

But the rest of the dead lived not again until the 
thousand years were finished. This is the first re- 
surrection. Blessed and holy is he that hath part 
in the first resurrection: on such the second death 
hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and 
of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand 
years. 


In this vision three distinct groups are beheld: the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb, the martyrs of the long 
dispensation of grace and truth, and the pre-eminent 
saints of the short dispensation of wrath and delusion. 
These three bands are representative of the whole king- 
dom of the Redeemer. These, being chief sufferers 
with and for Christ in the past, are now appointed to 
the chief honours of THAT GLORY which was promised 
to follow their suffermgs. The law of the kingdom 
being, “THEM THAT HONOUR Mr, I WILL HONOUR,” 
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consequently, those who honoured Christ in the past, 
at the cost of great sacrifice and sufferings, are now 
honoured by Christ with superabundant glory! Their 
faith once tried by manifold temptations in His absence 
is now found unto praise, and honour, and glory at 
His appearing. The sufferings of each saint, for thirty 
or forty years, are now to be compensated by reigning 
with Christ for a THOUSAND YEARS, on the same earth 
which was the scene of his former tribulations ; and 
that glorious compensation will afterwards be augmented 
by the final and eternal possession of the new heavens 
and the new earth—where God Himself will dwell 
with them, and they shall be His people; “and God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: the former 
things having passed away |” It was the knowledge of 
THIS which led the chosen sufferer of the Lord to exclaim 
in triumph ;: “ For I reckon that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory that shall be revealed in us!” 

In the 5th verse we have a reference to the resur- 
rection of the just which had already occurred previous 
to the marriage of the Lamb : those who died during the 
long dispensation of grace and truth bemg quickened 
at Christ’s coming, which occurs at the close of the 
Church-period, and just precedes the period of the 
world’s judgment. Those who died during the short 
dispensation of delusion and wrath appear to have been 
quickened at the sound of the last trump : for immedi- 


174 That Glorious Future! 


ately after the seventh trumpet sounded, great voices 
were heard in heaven, saying, “ THE TIME OF THE DEAD 
IS COME, that they should be judged, and the time that 
Thou shouldest give their reward to Thy servants the 
prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear Thy 
name, the small and the great.” 

And as in the end of the seventh chapter we have 
the glorified vision of the great multitude left behind 
at the rapture of the saints ; even so, in the beginning 
of the fifteenth chapter, we have the glorified vision 
of those who lived and died during the brief judgment- 
period of great tribulation. Although there seems 
to be several quickenings, they are but one resurrection ; 
all the raised belonging to the resurrection of the just 
only. In kind, there are but two resurrections,—that 
of the just, and that of the unjust. In number, there 
must be several,—that of the many bodies of the saints 
who were raised with Christ and seen of many, and 
those before, and after the millennium. When, there- 
fore, it is said, But the rest of the dead lived not again 
until the thousand years were finished : this is the first 
resurrection,” the word first must mean first in kind, 
notinnumber. This being so, there is then no difficulty 
with the two resurrections in number, but one in kind, 
of chapers vii. and xv. 

The special honour associated with the resurrection 
of the just is that it is a rising of such out from among 
the dead : for the rest of the dead lived not again until 
the thousand years are finished. Accordingly, the Lord 
in Luke speaks of “ those who shall be accownted worthy 
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of that resurrection, and the age to come” following it. 
Paul also, referring to this honour, says, “I count all 
things but loss, if by any means I might attain unto 
the resurrection from among the dead.” For “ blessed 
and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection : 
on such the second death hath no power, but they shall 
be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with 
Him a thousand years.” 


THE MILLENNIUM. 


The seven years’ storm of divine wrath is ended, and 
a thousand years’ calm and sunshine have begun. The 
kingdoms of the world are but one kingdom, and the 
ruler of that kingdom is Satan, the prince of this world. 
Now that he is taken and bound, the kingdom of the 
world becomes the kingdom of our Lord and of His 
Christ, and He shall reign for ever and ever! The 
kingdom of God has already passed through its dis- 
pensation of sufferings like the King, and now enters 
upon the dispensation of the glory which was promised 
to follow. 

One would fain linger over this dispensation of 
righteousness, peace, and glory! But as it is not our 
object to dwell upon any particular portion, we therefore 
append and set in order a few passages of Scripture 
which vividly and grandly describe the glory of the 
latter days :— 

For the nature and duration of the Millennial 
Kingdom see Luke i, 30-33 ; Isa. ix. 6-7 ; Acts i. 6-8. 
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Note here, that when the disciples asked Christ if 
He would at that time restore the kingdom to Israel, 
He did not say that the kingdom of Israel was never 
to be restored: but that it was not for them to know 
THE TIMES AND SEASONS: Clearly implying that the 
kingdom of Israel would be restored even as they 
expected. 

For the personal return of the King to Jerusalem ; 
for the Destruction of the Veil which then covers the 
earth ; for the Binding of the Serpent ; for the Royal 
Banquet in Mount Zion; for the Welcome Christ 
receives from the Jews; and for the Song wherewith 
they greet Him, read the following passages :—Isa. 
xxiv. 21-23 ; xxv. 6, 7,9; xxvi. 1-4; xxvii. 1. 

For Millennial honours and appointments; for the 
glory and fame of the Millennial King; for the 
Millennial gathering and consolation of the outcasts 
of Israel; for the Millennial greatness and glory of 
Israel ; and for the grandeur and blessedness of the 
Millennial Reign, see the following Scriptures :— 
Luke xxii. 28-30; Ps. xlv., Ixxii.; Isa. lx., lxvi. 5-24. 

The following are some of the special features of the 
age to come :— 


MESSIAH’S BLESSED REIGN. 


Behold a King shall reign in righteousness, and 
princes shall rule in judgment: and a man shall be a 
hiding-place from the wind and a covert from the 
tempest ; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow 
of a great rock in a weary land. 
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THE CONVERSION OF ISRAIKL. 


I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee 
from the west ; I will say to the north, Give up ; and 
to the south, Keep not back: bring My sons from far, 
and My daughters from the ends of the earth ; every 
one that is called by My name. 

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come 
to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads : 
they shall obtain joy and gladness: and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away. And He will swallow up death 
in victory, and the Lord God shall wipe away tears from 
off all faces. And in that day shall it be said, Lo, this 
is our God ; we have waited for Him, and He will save 
us: this is the Lord ; we have waited for Him, we will 
be glad and rejoice in His salvation. 


THE FACK OF THE EARTH CHANGED. 


Behold, I will do a new thing, now it shall spring 
forth. I will even make a way in the wilderness, and 
rivers in the desert. And the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom as the rose. Every valley shall be exalted, 
and every mountain and hill shall be laid low, and 
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh 
shall see it together: for the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it. 


UNIVERSAL PEACE AND PLENTY. 


And they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
and their spears into pruning-hooks ; nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 

12 
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war any more. But they shall sit every man under 
his own vine and fig tree, and none shall make them 
afraid ; for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 


THE DELIVERANCE OF THE DUMB CREATION. 


For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth 
for the manifestation of the sons of God. Because the 
creature also shall be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God. The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf 
and the young lion together, and a little child shall lead 
them. And the sucking child shall play on the hole 
of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand 
on the adder’s den. They shall not hurt nor destroy 
in all My holy mountain, for the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 


{THE LENGTHENING OF LIFE TO THE DAYS BEFORE 
THE FLOOD. . 


There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor 
an old man that hath not filled his days! for the child 
shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner being 
an hundred years old shall be accursed. 


INCREASED HEAT AND LIGHT. 


The light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, 
and the light of the sun sevenfold, in the day that the 
Lord bindeth up the breach of His people and healeth 
the stroke of their wound. 
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THE CHANGING OF MANY TONGUES INTO ONE LANGUAGE. 


For then will I turn to the people a pure language, 
that they may all call upon the name of the Lord, and 
to serve Him with one consent. 


THE GLORY AND BLESSEDNESS OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 


Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. 

In His days shall the righteous flourish. My people 
shall long enjoy the work of their hands. Every man 
shall sit under his own vine and fig tree, and none shall 
make them afraid. 


FARTH’S “BLESSED AND ONLY POTENTATE.” 


And the Lord shall be King over all the earth, and 
in that day there shall be one Lord, and His name one. 
He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from 
the river unto the ends of the earth. He shall judge 
the poor of the people, and save the children of the needy, 
and shall break in pieces the oppressor. 

They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before 
Him, and His enemies shall lick the dust. Yea, all kings 
shall fall down before Him, all nations shall serve Him. 
For He shall deliver the needy when he crieth, the 
poor also, and him that hath no helper. 

His name shall endure for ever ; men shall be blest 
in Him: all nations shall call Him blessed. And 
blessed be His glorious name for ever ; and let the whole 
earth be filled with His glory. Amen and Amen, 
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SATAN LOOSED FOR A LITTLE SEASON. 
Rey. xx. 7-10. 

And after the thousand years had expired, Satan shall 
be loosed out of his prison, and shall go out to deceive 
the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, 
Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle ; the 
number of whom is as the sand of the sea, And they 
went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed 
the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city : and 
fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured 
them. And the Devil that deceived them was cast into 
the lake of fire and brimstone, where also are the Beast 
and the False Prophet, and they shall be tormented 
day and night for ever and ever. 


A thousand years to happiness seem but a day. The 
golden age of the old creation has ended. Satan is 
loosed again. And no sooner is he freed than he betakes 
himself once more to his infernal ways of deceiving 
individuals, communities, and nations. With consum- 
mate guile, and lies, and slander, he begins to plot against 
Christ, as Absalom against David, until the nations 
that had been subject to Him and His saints for a 
thousand years revolt and rebel against His gracious 
government. And these, the very nations that were 
blest in Him, and who called Him Blessed! And not 
only so, but so infatuated are they by the Deceiver, that 
they even gathered themselves together to make war 
against the Lord’s Anointed. Their numbers being 
as the sand of the sea, they are elate with pride and 
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confident of victory. They march up over the breadth 
of the earth, and compass the camp of the saints about, 
and the beloved city ; but fire comes down from God 
out of heaven and devours them. And the Devil that 
deceived them was cast into the lake of fire, where also 
are the Beast and the False Prophet, and they shall be 
tormented day and night for ever and ever. 

Christ the Seed of the woman, has Now bruised the 
Serpent’s head. 

All the enemies of Christ, one by one, have been put 
under His feet and destroyed ; there remains but one 
more— Death : as it is written, “The last enemy that 
shall be destroyed is Death.” Hence we read :— 


THE JUDGMENT OF THE DEAD. 
Ruy. xx. 11-14. 


And I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat 
upon it, from whose face the earth and the heaven 
fled away ; and there was found no place for them. 

And I saw the dead, the great and the small, stand 
before God ; and the books were opened ; and another 
book was opened, which is the Book of Life: and the 
dead were judged out of the things which were written 
in the books, according to their works. 

And the sea gave up the dead who were in it; and 
Death and Hell gave up the dead who were in them: 
and they were judged every man according to their 
works, 

And Death and Hell were cast mto the lake of fire. 
This is the second death. And whosoever was not 
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found written in the Book of Life was cast into the 
lake of fire. 

In these words we have the RESURRECTION and 
JUDGMENT and PERDITION of all who died out of Christ. 

The present heavens and earth, now reserved by 
the word of the Lord unto the fire of the Day of Judg- 
ment according to Peter, here flee away from the face 
of the Son of Man who sitteth upon the throne, and 
are burned with fire, and found no more. 

The great white throne evidently denotes the un- 
sullied purity of Him that sits thereon, “in whose 
eyes the very heavens are unclean.” And as both the 
heavens and earth have been defiled by sin, and nothing 
unclean can stand the consuming fire of His holiness, so 
when He cometh nigh them here in judgment, both 
flee away in consuming flame. 

The scene here is indeed soleran. It is “the resur- 
rection of damnation” spoken of by the Lord. “The 
resurrection of life,” which He also speaks of at the 
same time, is the first resurrection which has taken 
place a thousand years before. All who shared in it 
were “ blessed and holy, and on such the second death 
had no power.” But, alas! it is manifest that all 
who sbare in this, the resurrection of damnation, are 
accursed on account of sin, from which they would not 
be saved, and therefore are cast into the lake of fire, 
which is the second death. 

The dead that here stand and are judged before the 
throne are “the rest of the dead that lived not again 
until the thousand years were finished,” referred to in 
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the previous paragraph of this same chapter. Death 
and Hell are here personified. Therefore, when it is 
said that Death and Hell gave up the dead which were 
in them, the meaning is, that as the authority of Death 
is over the body which is consigned to the grave, so the 
dead given up by Death are the bodies of the dead 
which lay under his power. And as the authority 
of Hell is over the spirits of the unjust which are con- 
signed there, so the spirits of the dead given up by Hell 
are the spirits of the unjust, which were reserved there 
under his power until the judgment of the Great Day. 

And the sea gives up the bodies of the dead which 
were in it, Death that reigns over the grave gives up 
the bodies of the dead which were in it, and Hell gives 
up the souls of the dead which were in it, Thus, soul 
and body reunited, they stand before the Judge of the 
wholo earth, 

Three books are opened by which they are judged : 
the Book of the Word, the Book of Remembrance, 
and the Book of Life. Concerning the first, the Lord 
Himself says; “The Worp that I spealk unto you, 
the same shall judge you at the last day.” Concerning 
the second, He says: “Verily, I say unto you, that 
every idle word that men shall speal, they shall give 
an account thereof in the day of judgment.” Con- 
cerning the third, we read : “ And whosoever was not 
found written in the Book of Life was cast into the 
lake of fire, Out of the things written in these bool, 
they are judged every man according to their works.” 
And with what result we do well to ponder. “ And 
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Death and Hell were cast into the lake of fire : ”—that 
is, all the bodies and souls that lay under the authority 
of Death and Hell coLLEctiveLy were cast into the lake 
of fire, and thus brought under the power of the second 
death. It was to this solemn event that our Lord 
alluded when He said : “ Fear not them that kill the body, 
for after that they candono more. But rather fear Him 
who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” 


THE NEW CREATION. 
Rey. xxi. 1-8, 

Anp I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the 
first heaven and the first earth were passed away, and 
there was no more sea. And I saw the holy city 
Jerusalem coming down new from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And 
I heard a great voice out of the throne, saying, Behold ! 
the Tabernacle of God is with men, and He shall dwell 
with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself 
shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes ; and there a be 
no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain; for the former things 
are passed away ! 

And He that sat upon the throne said, Brxoip ! 
I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW. 

And He saith unto me, Write! THESE SAYINGS ARE 
TRUE AND FAITHFUL. 

And He said unto me, It Is pong. I am the Alpha 

and the Omega—the Begynning and the End. 
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A GRACIOUS OFFER. 


I will give to him that is athirst of the fountain of 
the water of life freely. 


A PRECIOUS PROMISE. 


He that overcometh shall inherit these things ; and 
I will be his God, and he shall be My son. 


A SOLEMN WARNING. 


But the fearful and unbelieving, and abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and 
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the 
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is 
the second death. 


Here we get a glimpse of the glorious kingdom of 
the future, the kingdom for which we pray, and for 
which we ardently long, the kingdom that cannot be 
moved. And as under the sixth vial we get a compre- 
hensive brief of the passing away of the old sin-cursed 
state of things, so here we have a similar brief of the 
coming in of the new creation. And as there we find 
the significant words, J¢ is done; so here, “ He that sat 
upon the throne said unto me, Jt is done!” Iam the 
Alpha and the Omega, the Author and Finisher of the 
new creation. 

Ir 1s pone! Thrice these words occur in the New 
Testament: first, when He expired upon the cross, 
accomplishing the justification of all that believe on 
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Him ; then, at the pouring out of the last vial, accom- 
plishing the judgment or condemnation of all unbelievers 
who by the refusal of life judge themselves worthy of 
death ; and lastly, as here, when the former things 
had passed away and all things were made new! The 
man of God’s right hand, the man Christ Jesus, is to 
accomplish all: the redemption of all who receive 
Him, the destruction of all who reject Him, and the 
creation of the new heavens and the new earth. 

In the new creation here described, we have a new 
heaven, a new earth, a new city, a new manifestation 
of God upon earth, a new relationship between God 
and man, and a new eternal state. 

As during the dissolution and passing away of the 
heavens and earth of the old creation, the Redeemed 
were safe in heaven ; so when the new creation appears, 
the holy city Jerusalem is beheld coming down new 
from God out of heaven to the new earth. The new 
earth is the chosen spot for the new city—the city of 
promise referred to in the Hebrews; the city which 
God has prepared for them that confessed themselves 
pilgrims and strangers on the earth; the city which 
hath foundations, whose builder and architect is God ; 
the continuing city to come; the city the name of 
which from that day shall be called Jehovah Shammah, 
Tue Lorp Is THERE ! 

Immediately after this brief but glorious description 
of the New Creation, occur these remarkably significant 
words : “ And He said unto me, Write, THESE SAYINGS 
ARE TRUE AND FAITHFUL!” words which are thrice 
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repeated in this prophecy: first, after the account 
of the marriage of the Lamb; here, after the graphic 
statement of the New Creation; and again, after 
the glorious description of the New City. How signifi- 
eant are these words in the light of their context ! What 
a revelation they are of God’s love and man’s unbelief ! 
God, knowing the inveterate incredulity of our hearts 
with regard to the good and the glory He has promised, 
and willing more abundantly to dispossess us of our 
unbelief, in order that we might be filled with the hope 
of His glory, saith again, and yet again, with gracious 
and mighty emphasis, “Write, THESE SAYINGS ARE TRUE 
AND FAITHFUL.” 

Blessed are they that believe. Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but His Word shall abide. Yet every 
day we trust the heavens above us, and the earth 
beneath us; and distrust THE WORD that made and 
upholds them both! The Word therefore is greater 
than both the heavens and the earth, and is the only 
thing under the sun that is not subject to change. 
“Thou hast magnified Thy Word above all Thy name !” 

The New Testament sets forth three distinct phases 
of the new creation: the new creation of the mind, 
called the new birth ; the new creation of the body at 
the resurrection ; and the new creation of the heavens 
and earth, immediately after the dissolution of the 
old. And whereas, in the old creation, the first thing 
marred was the mind ; the second, the body ; and last, 
the heavens and earth; so also, in the new creation, 
the same order exists: first, there is the new mind ; 
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second, the new body; and last, new heavens and 
earth. Thus shall man, deprived by the subtlety of 
Satan of the glory and blessedness of the old creation, 
be invested again, through the grace of Christ, with all 
the joy and felicity of the new. 

But ere the new creation can in its completeness 
appear, every particle of the old must pass away. And 
when every whit of the creation has been dissolved, 
and burned up, the new creation in its completeness 
will appear :—a new man in mind and body :—a new 
city to dwell in :—a new temple to worship in :—a new 
earth beneath and a new heaven above :—a new mani- 
festation of God on the earth:—a new relationship 
between God and man :—and a new eternal existence ! 

In the present dispensation, sin reigns and righteous- 
ness suffers, and hence it is written: “Blessed are they 
who suffer for righteousness’ sake.” In the regenera- 
tion, the new times, or millennium, righteousness 
shall reign and sin shall suffer, for then a King shall 
reign in righteousness, and by His iron sceptre break 
in pieces the oppressor. But in the new heavens and 
new earth righteousness shall dwell, and there shall 
be no more sin, as it is written: “ Nevertheless we, 
according to His promise, look for new heavens and a 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness !” 

“Be ye glad, therefore, and rejoice for ever in that 
which I create, saith the Lord: for, behold, I create 
new heavens, and a new earth: and the former shall 
not be remembered, nor come into mind. And I create 
Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. And I 
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will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in My people: and 
the voice of weeping shall no more be heard in her, 
nor the voice of crying.” 


THE VISION OF THE NEW CITY. 
REY. XxI, 9-xxul. 13, 

And there came unto me one of the seven angels 
who had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, 
and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will show 
thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife. And he carried me 
away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and 
showed me that great city, the Holy Jerusalem, 
descending out of heaven from God, having the glory 
of God: and her light was like unto a stone most 
precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal ; and 
had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and 
at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, 
which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children 
of Israel: on the east, three gates; on the north, 
three gates; on the south, three gates; and on the 
west, three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve 
foundations, and in them the names of the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb. 

And he that talked with me had a golden reed to 
measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall 
thereof. And the city lieth foursquare, and the length 
is as large as the breadth. And he measured the city 
with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length 
and the breadth and the height of it are equal. And 
he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty 
and four cubits, according to the measure of a man, 
that is, of the angel. And the building of the wall of 
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it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto 
clear glass. And the foundations of the wall of the 
city were adorned with all manner of precious stones. 
The first foundation was jasper ; the second, sapphire ; 
the third, a chalcedony ; the fourth, an emerald; the 
fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, 
chrysolite ; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; 
the tenth, a chrysoprasus ; the eleventh, a jacinth ; 
the twelfth, an amethyst. And the twelve gates were 
twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl: 
and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were 
transparent glass. 

And I saw no temple therein : for the Lord God the 
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. And the 
city had no need of the gun, neither of the moon, to 
shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the 
Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations of them 
which are saved shall wall in the light of it ; and the 
kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into 
it. And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: 
for there shall be no night there. And they shall bring 
the glory and honour of the nations into it. And there 
shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth, 
neither he who worketh abomination or maketh a lie: 
but they who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 

And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear 
as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of 
the Lamb. In the midst of the street thereof, and on 
either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which 
bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every 
month, and the leaves of the tree were for the healing 
of the nations. And there shall be no more curse: 
but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it ; 
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and His servants shall serve Him: and they shall see 
His face; and His name shal] be in their foreheads. 
And there shall be no night there ; and they need no 
candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God 
giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever. 

And he said unto me, THESE SAYINGS ARE FAITHFUL 
AND TRUE: and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent 
His angel to show unto His servants the things which 
must shortly be done. BrnHotp, I COME QUICKLY: 
BLESSED IS HE THAT KEEPETH THE SAYINGS OF THE 
PROPHECY OF THIS BOOK. 

And I, John, saw these things, and heard them. 
And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship 
before the feet of the angel who showed me these things. 
Then said he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am 
thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and 
of them who keep the sayings of this book : worship God. 


The angel of the seventeenth chapter, who said, “ Come 
hither, and I will show thee the judgment of the great 
Harlot,” in this chapter says, “Come hither, I will show 
thee the Bride, the Lamb’s wife.” There, we see that, 
as the abode of the Harlot is the city of Rome, spiritually 
called Babylon ; so here, we see that the abode of the 
Bride is the new Jerusalem. And whereas, there, 
Babylon is beheld invested in all the fading glory of 
the kingdoms of this world ; here, the new Jerusalem 
is seen descending out of heaven, radiant with the 
imperishable glory of God. 

The above is a graphic description of the city which 
God has promised to prepare for such as were pilgrims 
and strangers on the earth; the city which hath 
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foundations, whose builder and architect is God ; the 
city the name of which from that day shall be called 
Jehovah Shammah—The Lord is there! As _ its 
foundations are of stones most durable and precious, 
so it is called—“The continwing city to come.” And 
as its measurement and form is that of the Cube, the 
perfect human number, so it is thus declared to be the 
only perfect city that ever stood upon the earth, in 
which will be found perfect friendship, perfect liberty, 
perfect laws, perfect security, perfect peace, perfect 
immunity from all evil, and perfect love! 

Jerusalem, in the palmy days of Solomon, the city 
of the great king, of which glorious things are spoken, 
was but a shadow of the eternal city of the saints. 

That this city is upon the earth, and not in heaven, 
as often erroneously implied, is manifest from the 
whole context, and especially from the following words : 
“And the nations of them that are saved shall walk 
in the light of it. And the kings of the earth do bring 
their glory and honour into it.” The reader must bear 
in mind that, as the new heavens, and new earth, and 
new city, described in the twenty-first and twenty-second 
chapters, are not yet brought into existence, it therefore 
follows that the description of these two chapters cannot 
refer to the heaven where Christ now appears in the 
presence of God for us. Yet how often one hears the 
words of these two last chapters quoted with reference 
to the heaven of the intermediate state of the sainted 
dead ; whereas they refer exclusively to the new heavens, 
and new earth, and new city, which can only be brought 
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into existence after that the old has passed away. In 
no way can any of these words apply to the intermediate 
heaven, except on the principle that the things on earth 
are made after the pattern of things in heaven. There 
is therefore a future blessedness yet in reserve for even 
such as are now in heaven with Christ. For not only 
does He prepare a place for such in the Father’s house 
till the resurrection of the body, and again, during the 
seven years of judgment previous to the millennium, 
and yet again, during the conflagration of the heavens 
and the earth ; but He is yet to prepare new heavens 
and a new earth, and in the new earth a New City, to 
which the Redeemed of the Lord shall descend,—where 
God Himself also shall dwell with them, and they shall 
be His people and He their God. 


THE COMMAND TO PUBLISH THE PROPHECY. 


And he saith unto me, SEAL Nor the sayings of the 
prophecy of this book; for the time is at hand. He 
that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he that is 
filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, 
let him be righteous still : and he that is holy, let him 
be holy still. 

Bexoip, I coME QUICKLY; and My reward [wages] 
is with Me, to render to each man according as his 
work is. I am the Alpha and Omega, the First and 
the Last, the Beginning and the End. 


It is impossible for a man to be truly alive to God, 
and indifferent to “The Revelation of Jesus Christ.” 
13 
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He not only tastes the blessedness of keeping its sayings 
in his own heart ; but he feels also the responsibility 
of making them known to others, according to that 
most solemn command of the Lord,—SraL nor the 
Sayings of the prophecy of thas book ; for the tume 1s at 
hand ! 

The grand keynote with which the prophecy begins 
is: Behold, He cometh with clouds! (conspicuously) ; 
and the prophecy throughout is sustained with a 
variation of the same awe-inspiring note: Behold, I 
come as a thief! (wnexpectedly); and ends, as here, 
with another variation of the same note: Behold, I 
come quickly ! (in the evening of the same age). Thus 
does the Lord fill the whole horizon of our future with 
“That blessed hope of His glorious appearing.” Blessed 
therefore is that servant whom, when He cometh, 
shall be found watching. 

These last words,—“ Behold, I come quickly,” to- 
gether with many kindred passages in the New Testa- 
ment, are rather hard to be understood, considering 
that nearly nineteen centuries have gone since they 
were uttered. Looked at in this light, they have become 
to many a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence. 
Yet, when viewed in the light of Dispensational Truth, 
their meaning stands out bold and clear. According 
to the Scriptures, fallen Man is to be put on a Sevenfold 
Trial. He is to pass through a Week of dispensations. 
We are now living in the Sixth Day of that week. This 
Sixth Day was ushered in by the Advent of Christ in the 
flesh, and will be suddenly closed by His Second Advent 
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in glory. And as He was taken up to heaven in the 
Morning of the Sixth Day, so will He return in the 
Evening of the same. We cannot enter upon the 
Seventh until He comes. To give an illustration : 
A certain householder, residing in London, purposes 
one day early in the morning to make a journey to 
Scotland, and to return in the evening of the same day. 
On leaving his family he bids them farewell, saying, 
“God bless you! J will be back again SOON!” And 
as he does return from such a journey in the Evening 
of the Same Day, his language is both appropriate and 
clear. The same is a parable of Christ and His house- 
hold, which He leaves early in the morning of the present 
Dispensation with farewell words of blessing ; and as 
He purposes to return in the evening of the Same Day, 
so He assures and comforts them with the words: 
“Surely I come quickly !” 


LOVE’S FAREWELL WORDS. 
Ruy, xxi. 14-21, 

Blessed are they that do His commandments, that 
they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter 
in through the gates into the city: for without are 
dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, 
and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. 

I, JESUS, HAVE SENT MINE ANGEL TO TESTIFY UNTO 
YOU THESE THINGS FOR THE CHURCHES. I am the Root 
and the Offspring of David, the bright, the Morning 
Star. 

Both the Spirit and the Bride say, Come. And let 
him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is 
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athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely. 

I testify unto every man that heareth the words of 
the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto 
these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that 
are written in this book: and if any man shall take 
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part from the tree of life, and out 
of the holy city—which are written in this book. 

He who testifieth these things saith, Surely I come 
quickly. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with all the 
saints. Amen. 


There is nothing that shows more clearly the great 
importance which attaches to the sayings of this pro- 
phecy, than the solemn and awful warning which is 
here uttered against any one who may take from or 
add to its words. It is evident that the purpose of 
the Lord Jesus in testifying these things to John, was 
that THESE THINGS might be made known among the 
Churches. And as “ These Things” are little less than 
a dead letter with the great majority of the Churches, 
there is clearly something wrong—a great and woful 
lack in the preaching of to-day, the result of which is 
the impoverishment of both Church and ministry, not 
to speak of a dishonoured Lord. Surely, to ignore the 
contents of this book is to neglect the positive command 
of Christ? Has He not, with gracious and solemn 
emphasis, said : Seal NoT the Sayings of the prophecy 
of this book? The meaning of which is: Let the 
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“Things to come” be fully known! Declare and 
publish to the ends of the earth My great salvation 
as herein revealed ! 

As this prophecy commenced with a prelude, so it 
closes with a postscript. And it is in this after-writing 
that the tender yearning of Christ toward the impeni- 
tent, and His unwillingness that any should perish, 
ig so conspicuous. The postscript here is not, what it 
often is, an after-thought almost too late, but an earnest, 
emphatic, and tender repetition. 

What grace and truth are condensed in these last 
words—“ Both the Spirit and the Bride say, Come. 
And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him 
that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him 
TAKE the water of life freely.” How they remind 
us of the last days of His earthly ministry, when He 
stood and cried, “If any man thirst, let him come to Me 
and drink : and the water that I will give him shall be 
in him a well of water springing up into everlasting 
life.” So simple, so free, so glorious, so perfect and 
full, is Christ’s Salvation ! 

In conclusion, let us briefly summarise what we have 
already detailed. We have seen that this prophecy 
contains SrvEN Epocus of varied duration ; the first 
being the long Church-period of service and suffer- 
ing, as recorded in chapters ii. and iii.; the second 
suddenly closes that period, and shows the Church, 
in chapters iv. and v., enthroned and crowned ; the 
third is the seven years’ judgment-period of the Living ; 
the fourth is the thousand years’ reign of Christ and 
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His saints on the earth ; the fifth is the brief outbreak 
of delusion and war and perdition of Satan ; the sixth 
is the judgment of the dead and the passing away of 
the heavens and the earth ; the seventh, the unending 
dispensation of the new creation—the final home and 
inheritance of the righteous. 

We are now living at the end of the Church-period, 
the long-suffering dispensation of Grace and Truth, 
which, opening with Christ’s first advent in the flesh, 
will unexpectedly be closed by His second advent in 
glory and power. 


HIS LAST WORDS. 


We have considered in a general way the last great 
utterance of the Lord contained in this prophecy. In 
conclusion, let us now meditate for a little upon its 
last words. 

The last words of loved ones are rightly prized as 
sacred, precious, and never-to-be-forgotten. The last 
words of the Lord in this prophecy are like His first. 
The first beig—“ Behold, He cometh with clouds!” 
and the last, “Surely I come quickly!” With an 
absent Christ who had promised to return, how else 
could He begin and end His last communication ? 
How else could the canon of Scripture close than with 
this comforting assurance respecting His oft-repeated 
promise to return ? 

That these should be our Lord’s last words is in true 
and beautiful keeping with Himself. When forced to 
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part company with His own people, the Jews, did He 
not assure them, in the very act of leaving them, that 
when they saw Him again they would say: “ Blessed 
is He that cometh in the name of the Lord”? When 
on the eve of His betrayal He told His disciples that 
they all would forsake Him and flee, did He not com- 
fort them by saying, “But I will see you again, and 
your sorrow shall be turned into joy” 2? When in the 
same address He spoke of leaving them and going to 
the Father, did He not console them by saying, “ If I 
go away, I will come again and receive you unto Myself, 
that where Iam there ye may be also” ? When, later 
on, He was parted from them in the very act of blessing 
them, and the cloud received Him out of their sight, 
did He not send His angels to them, saying, “ This same 
Jesus who is taken up from you into heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into 
heaven ” ? 

In each of these instances, it will be observed that 
Christ’s parting words were always about the prospect 
and joy of MEETING AGAIN. 

Thus the Lord would have us so open our eyes, and 
fix our gaze upon His Return, that we should become 
both blind and deaf to all that lies between. Clearly 
enough, there is nothing that lies between us and 
that event of any consequence to us. All owr interests, 
therefore, should be gathered up and centred in His 
“glorious appearing.” All that we do should be done 
under the imspiration of “That Blessed Hope.” For 
what the Pole Star is to the mariner, so is the Coming 
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of Christ to the believer. This is the only light that can 
cheer and guide him safely through the dark, unknown 
ocean of life, and give him an abundant entrance into 
the desired haven. 

In the midst of the darkness then, beloved, do we 
turn to the Pole Star—the light which God had ap- 
pointed to shine in the dark place. The Pole Star, we 
know, is the only light in heaven and earth that never 
changes, and is therefore the only true light that can 
cheer and guide the mariner on the tractless deep. 

There is no other Pole Star of Hope but the Coming 
of Jesus. If occupied with any other, we shall surely 
be confounded and put to shame at His coming. He 
that hath this hope in him, purifieth himself even as 
He is pure. By the holy influence of this hope, the 
Bride is making herself ready for the marriage. 

If we have been turned from the dying world to 
serve the living God, surely we must also “ wait for 
His Son from heaven, who is to change the body of 
our humiliation that it may be fashioned like unto 
the body of His glory! If we have been saved by 
His Blood and sealed by His Spirit, surely we must 
also “love His appearing, when He shall be glorified 
in His saints and admired in all them that believe !” 

Whoever may be indifferent to Christ’s Last Words, 
the Dumb Creation is not, the Spirit is not, the Saint 
is not. In the eighth of Romans a threefold groan 
goes up continually to the throne of the Most High 
for the manifestation of the great Deliverer. To this 
all Heaven responds in sympathetic expectancy, and 
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earnest longing for the day of deliverance. Christ, 
apostles, prophets, martyrs, saints, all that fear His 
name, great and small, angels, principalities and powers 
—all are ardently interested in, and passionately longing 
for, the day of redemption,—the day that is TO CROWN 
all the long years of the present dispensation, the Jubilee 
of the Ages, the Sabbath of the Earth !—To Christ 
the day will be unique—“ One day that shall be known 
to the Lord.” To the dead that sleep in Him, it will be 
the day of Awakening. To the living that believe in 
Him, it will be the day of Transfiguration. To the one 
He will be “ The Resurrection,” to the other “ The Life.” 
To the Bride, it will be the day of Marriage. To the 
weary, the day of Rest. To the oppressed, the day of 
Deliverance. To the sick, the day of Health. To the 
sorrowing, the morning of Joy. To the bereaved, 
“the time of Restitution !” 

Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun, 
while the wicked and unbelieving shall be enveloped 
in darkness and filled with dismay. For the Day 
that cometh shall burn as an oven, and all the proud 
and them that do wickedly shall be as stubble, and the 
fire shall burn them up, and leave them neither root 
nor branch. But to them that fear His name shall 
the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in His 
wings. 

The same devouring fire also shall test every man’s 
work of what sort it is. All worthless work, likened 
to “wood, hay, and stubble,” shall be burned up. 
Everything which has not been done from love to Him 
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shall be consumed. All worthy work, likened to “ gold, 
silver, and precious stones,” shall abide the fire, because 
done from love to Him. Only he whose work abides 
the fire of that day shall receive a reward. Oh, glorious 
hour for the good and the true! Those that have 
served Him from love, having endured the heat and 
burden of the day, rejected of men but approved of 
God, shall then be duly honoured and rewarded by the 
Master Himself in the august presence of the whole 
Church. Having stood wp for Him in their day, at 
the sacrifice of everything, He now commands them 
to sit down, while He girds Himself and comes forth 
and serves them! Wonderful honour ! who, when He 
comes, shall be worthy of it? But nothing done from 
love to Him, however small, shall pass unnoticed ; 
even the cup of cold water given for His sake, shall 
by no means lose its reward. 

Oh, to be ready when He comes! How frequently 
and solemnly has the Lord enjoined us to be ready ! 
Do we wish to know what it is to be ready ? In Christ’s 
last words we find the answer. When Jesus said to 
John, “Surely I come quickly!” he immediately 
responded, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” Clearly, 
he was ready; and only as we are able to use lus 
language can we be ready. Short of this, readiness 
is impossible. We may be justified by His blood, and 
in a measure sanctified by His Spirit, and in a general 
way, even looking for His coming, but unless we can say 
from the heart, without reserve or qualification, “ EVEN 
80, COME, Lorp Jesus,” we are not ready. Beloved, 
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are you thus ready? Such only are ready. With 
loins girt and lights burning, such wait for their Lord, 
that they may enter in with Him to the wedding. All 
others will be surprised, confounded, put to shame and 
left behind when He appears. 

Oh, the blessedness of such as read and keep the 
sayings of Jesus! I, Jesus, have sent Mine angel to 
testify unto you these things for the Churches. Behold, 
I come quickly ; and My reward is with Me, to render 
to each man according to his work! Brnoip, I come 
AS A THIEF: BLESSED IS HE THAT waTcHETH! Oh, did 
we but know the Coming One Himself, and what He 
is coming for, we would not only loolx for and love His 
appearing, but with the beloved John we would unite 
to supplicate, saying— 


COME, LORD JESUS ; COME QUICKLY ! 


He comes! He comes! The Prince of Heaven comes ! 
Not as He came of old, a helpless babe, 

A weary, lonesome man; but King of kings, 

And Lord of lords, with universal power, 

And glory fowrfold, darkening the sun, 

His own, His Iather’s, His angels’, and His saints’ ! 

He comes! He comes! The great Deliverer comes, 

The oppressor’s foe, the widow’s friend, 

The saint’s delight, the sinner’s dread. 

With strength of arm He comes to make the crooked straight, 
To make all right that now is wrong: 

To put all sin and evil underneath His feet, 

To reign in righteousness and bring in Everlasting Peace, 
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FROM GENESIS TO REVELATION. 
EIGHT PERIOD PICTURES. 


Gop is not the author of confusion, but of order 
and beauty. And as He has divided His works, so 
has He divided His Words. The days of the week 
and the divisions of Scripture are both of God. Hence 
the injunction of the Apostle to the Preacher, To rightly 
divide the Word of Truth. 

As the Bible is a narrative of two Creations, represented 
by Adam and Jesus, so we find it divided into eight 
periods: seven giving a detailed account of the old 
creation, and the eighth giving an epitome of the new. 
The old creation beginning with Adam, runs on to the 
close of the Millennium, and finally ends in the judgment 
of the great white Throne. The new creation, beginning 
with Jesus, the new man, runs on contemporary 
with the old for three thousand years, as wheat and 
tares in one common soil, though in the seventh period 
it gains the ascendency for a thousand years, at the close 
of which, the old for ever disappears, and the new, 
now for ever separated from the old, shines forth as 
the unclouded sun in the splendour of the new heavens 
and new earth ! 

We are now living in the 6000th year of the earth, 
and in the sixth dispensation of the world’s history. 
The seventh will complete the cycle. It is not a little 
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remarkable that, though the Jews reject the New 
Testament, they have always held and taught that 
the '7000th year would be the Millennium or Sabbath 
of the earth. 

That seven is a number of special significance, is 
evident from the fact of its being constantly kept before 
us, in the days of the week, the notes of music, the parts 
of speech, the colours of the rainbow, and many other 
ways. Its origin will be found in the narrative of the 
Creation, when God finished the world as a house for 
man to live in, in six days, and rested on the seventh. 

The Jewish Sabbath being on the Seventh or last 
day of the week, is therefore a memorial of the finished 
work of the Old Creation; whereas the Christian 
Sabbath, being on the first day of the week, is an 
earnest and pledge of the New Creation not yet com- 
pleted, and which began with the resurrection of the 
New Man. The one looks back upon work done, 
and belongs to the Fallen State ; the other looks forward 
to work not yet completed, and belongs to the New 
Creation. | 

The Jewish Sabbath also is a type of the Seventh 
age or Millennium, which ends the Old Creation, whilst 
the Lord’s Day, or first day in the week, corresponds 
to the Highth period picture of the New Creation, as 
found in the last two chapters of the Bible. Thus is 
the Sabbath a type and pledge of the Millennium ; and 
the Lord’s Day the pledge and type of the New Creation. 
And as the first gave way to the second, so will even the 
Millennial glories give place to the peace and splendour 
of the eternal ages. 

The two Sabbaths, though the most important, are 
not the only Typical days of the week. A careful study 
of the Word will show that each day in the week is a 
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striking Type of the Seven Prrtop Pictures of the 
Old Creation. 

The First is that of Adam in Eden, in innocence and 
blessedness, which corresponds to our Sunday, and, 
alas! terminates in his fall and expulsion. 

The Second is the Antediluvian period, which answers 
to Monday, and goes out in the Flood. 

The Third is the Noachian period, which corresponds 
to Tuesday, and ends in the building of Babel, the 
confusion of speech, and the breaking up and scattering 
abroad of the human family. 

The Fourth is the Abrahamic or patriarchal period, 
which answers to Wednesday, and terminates in the 
sojourn and degradation of Israel in Egypt. 

The Fifth is the Mosaic, which corresponds to 
Thursday, and goes out in the rejection and death of 
the Son of God, the destruction of Jerusalem, and the 
dispersion of the Jews. 

The Sixth is the Christian, the dispensation of grace 
and truth which came by Christ, which answers to 
Friday, and is to go out, like all the others, in wrath and 
delusion, because of grace rejected and truth despised. 

The Seventh is the Millennium, the Sabbath of peace 
and blessing for the whole earth, which corresponds 
to our Saturday and the Jewish Sabbath, and will 
shortly be ushered in by the sudden revelation of Jesus 
as Lord to the glory of God the Father. And even this 
age in its winding up, is no exception to the others, 
for though under His righteous rule, men shall be blest 
in Him, and all nations call him blessed, it goes out in 
a great rebellion and judgment. 

Of these seven days, THREE hold a special place: the 
first is Sunday, which corresponds to Adam in Paradise ; 
and to-day, not the godly only, but even the ungodly, 
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appreciate the Sunday in pursuing their own pleasures ! 
The second is Monday, which corresponds to the going 
forth of Adam out of Eden to earn his bread among 
thorns and briers. His reluctance in leaving is shown 
by the fact that the Lord had really to drwe him out. 
And somehow or other, even the godly, to this day, are 
not much in love with their going forth to the toil of 
the Monday! The third is the Saturday, the seventh, 
in which all men rejoice and exult, and which corre- 
sponds to the Return of Christ to reward His servants, 
and bless the earth with His peace. There are three 
reasons why all rejoice in Saturday. First, there 
is the work of the week nearly finished, the wages for 
the work at hand, and the day of rest and gladness 
following. And precisely for the same reasons ought 
we to rejoice that the coming of our Lord draws nigh. 
First, on account of the work of the dispensation being 
nearly done, and the Master being at the door, and 
His wages with Him, and the glorious Millennial day 
about to follow. Thus in a double sense is Friday 
Expectation day, and Saturday Realization day. 

The seven days of the weelx set forth the whole story 
of the old creation. Sunday reminding us of Paradise 
lost; Monday, of the Flood; Tuesday, of Babel ; 
Wednesday, of Israel in Egypt; Thursday, of the 
destruction of Jerusalem ; Friday, of the judgment 
of Christendom ; Saturday, of the reign of Christ, 
the loosing of Satan, and the great white Throne 
judgment of the dead. 

As with the natural, so with the historical. The 
night of historical Sunday was the fall and the 
expulsion ; the night of Monday was the flood; the 
night of Tuesday was Babel; the night of Wednesday 
was Israel in Egypt; the night of Thursday wast he 
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destruction of Jerusalem, the night of Friday will be 
the judgment of Christendom ; the night of Saturday 
will be the loosing of Satan. But what of Sunday, the 
eighth day ? What of ws night? Ah, beloved, “ there 
shall be NO NIGHT THERE!” The last two chapters 
is the only perfect period picture in the Bible: the 
only Day that has no coming night. 

Thus we see that every period belonging to the old 
creation ends in failure and judgment. Seven times 
is the history of fallen man repeated, and each re- 
petition is worse than the one preceding. What an 
object lesson for men and angels do these seven pages 
of human history present! How marvellous and 
manifold is the Divine wisdom and patience in giving 
such a long and varied and advantageous trial of the 
self-life! Yet on every page and paragraph its failure 
and folly stands out in letters of fire. As the life without 
God has been put on fresh trial at the beginning of every 
period, and as each successive age has rendered the 
self-life more and more easy, so its most signal failure 
is found in the Millennium. Thus has the Life “ without 
God” been branded before men and angels. Depend 
upon it, the long and terrible spectacle of the Self-life 
for seven thousand years is not unnecessary. Infinite 
Love and Wisdom lie in and behind it all. Once its trial 
is perfected, it will be doomed to the second death, 
and thus cease to be any longer a blot on the fair creation 
of God. 

It will be seen that not one of these seven periods 
is perfect. Indeed, there is nothing perfect belonging 
to the old creation. For perfection we must look to 
the period picture of the new creation, the eighth, 
found in the last two chapters of the Bible. Thera, 
God’s Ideal man is seen: the new man inhabiting the 
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new earth under new heavens. God Himself as a 
Father has come to dwell among them. His glorious 
throne is established in their midst: thus making the 
city of the blessed the very centre and pivot of His 
universe. This is the city referred to in Hebrews, 
which “God has prepared for such as were pilgrims 
and strangers on the earth, the city to come, the abiding 
city, the city which hath foundations, whose builder 
and architect is God.” And what a city it is! a perfect 
cube, lying foursquare and measuring fifteen hundred 
miles in length, the same in breadth, and the same 
in height, covering an area as large as Russia in Europe. 
Foundations adorned with all kinds of precious stones, 
walls of jasper, gates of pearl, and streets of pure gold 
like unto transparent glass. The River of Life flowing 
through its midst proceeds from the throne of God 
and the Lamb. On its banks grows the tree of Life 
bearing its fruit every month, the leaf of which is for the 
health of the nations. And there is no night there, 
neither need they the light of the sun, nor of the moon, 
nor any candle, for the glory of God and the Lamb 
are the light of it. And there is no temple therein, 
for the Lord Almighty and the Lamb are the temple 
of it. And the Lord God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes. And there shall be no more sorrow, 
neither pain, nor death, for the former things are 
passed away. And they that suffered and died, shall 
live and reign for ever and ever, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ: To Whom with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit be eternal glory ! 

These eight periods of the Bible, extending from 
cover to cover, are associated with but five names: 
Adam, tin Eden and out of Eden, associated with the first 
and second ; Noah, the third ; Abraham, the fourth ; 


14 


210 That Glorious Future ! 


Moses, the fifth ; Christ’s first advent, the sixth; His 
second advent, the seventh; and His eternal reign 
of the New Creation, the Eighth. The name of the 
first man is associated with first two periods, and the 
name of the second man with the last three. For 
in all things He must have the pre-eminence. 

In the first two chapters of the Bible, we read of 
the Paradise lost to us by Adam; and in the last two 
chapters, we read of the far more glorious Paradise 
restored to us by Christ. Thus do these eight period 
pictures summarise the whole Bible: Seven belonging 
to the old creation, and the eighth, to the new. 

But oh, how few seem to realise the great and solemn 
fact, that every particle of the Old Creation (man and 
things) is doomed to condemnation and death! For 
the wages of sin is Death : but the gift of God is eternal 
Life. Death in Adam, Life in Christ! Therefore 
he only that hath the Son hath life, and shall never 
come into condemnation. The gift of life is freely 
off ered to all. But how am IJ to obtain it? HowamI 
to lay hold of this Eternal Life? Simply by believing 
the Word of Truth: there is no other way. For as 
Death came by the belief of a Lie, so Life comes by the 
belief of the Truth. Surely there can be no stronger 
evidence of the utter depravity of our nature, than our 
proneness to disbelieve the Truth. Is it not a wonderful 
thing that we should have more confidence in the 
heavens above, and the earth beneath, than in the 
Word that made and upholds them both? We trust 
the heavens and trust the earth, though both are to 
pass away, and doubt the Word that abides for ever ! 

The notorious infidel of the last century, who declared 
with an oath “that within fifty years the Bible would 
be a thing of the past, “has himself passed away like 


The Almighty Life-gwing Word. 211 


a fallen leaf; and to-day, the house where he lived is 
crammed from floor to ceiling with the Word that 
made the heavens! Glory be to God for His Word! 
The hammer of Deity, the battering-ram of God 
Almighty, that is to demolish all the strongholds of the 
powers of darkness; the’ anvil of eternity, that has 
broken every hammer of man and devil that has ever 
been swung upon it! Why, its very existence is the 
standing miracle of to-day! Again and again by 
wicked hands has it been crucified and slain ; and again 
and again has it burst the bands of death, and come 
forth rejuvenated in all the majesty of its saving power ! 
The more that devils through men have tried to diminish 
it, the more has it multiplied itself. It has traversed 
the earth like the sun, enlightening, uplifting, and 
gladdening every soul that has received it. The thirst 
of millions has been quenched for ever by its living 
waters. The dead in sin have heard its voice, and come 
forth to the rapture of eternal life. All that have 
touched in faith but the hem of its garment, have 
straightway been healed. Every soul that has taken 
into his heart the words of this Book, has actually 
taken in the power that made and upholds the heavens ! 
And is it any marvel that the man is thereby made 
a New Creature? Glory be to God for His Almighty, 
Life-giving Word ! 
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